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ABSTRACT

In July 1953, the armistice ended the Korean War that lasted for three years
and established the Demilitarized Zone on either side of the demarcation line
as a buffer between the two countries to prevent further military confrontation.
However, the two sides remain at odds for half a century, and, despite the
armistice, a state of war still exists between the two Koreas. As Koreans have
dreamed of a united nation, the division has been described as a ‘temporary’ term
to Koreans, yet the process of it has been much more obscure. Half a century has
passed by, and South Korea has become a nation in which all facets of economic,
political, and cultural identity are delineated in opposition to North Korea. What
the future was supposed to present to Koreans has shifted relentlessly creating
a disparity between the individual and national dreams. With repetitive see-saw
events of national tension and reconciliation, individuals ﬁnd themselves in an
ambivalent position between series of oppositions: people and state, real and
unreal, uniﬁcation and national division. Multiple narratives crossover, creating
confusion of whether the ultimate dream of Korea is even appropriate.
The thesis examines the two opposing conditions: the idealized dream of
homogeneity, and the factual reality of heterogeneity. Four series of investigations
are presented in this thesis: the condition, the cause, the response, and the
location of the individual. First, the disparity between the two Koreas illustrates
the external conditions of the situation. Then an investigation of the Korean
identity is presented to analyze the cause of the condition. The indigenous
identity of Korea and the desire to preserve it are presented as the creative forces
behind the dichotomy of Korea. The ambivalence of the individual is understood
as a response such conditions. The concept of ‘Han’ is employed as a possible
vehicle of understanding Korean cultural despondency.

Finally the design

exploration of a very signiﬁcant archaeological site in the Demilitarized Zone is
undertaken in order to mediate the disparity between the Korean dream and
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reality for the individual. The design is intended to locate the individual within
the Korean pathology. Playing on the previously studied Korean conditions, the
design is an ampliﬁed display of the opposing conditions which will enable the
individual to face the ambivalence of today’s Korea. The thesis does not suggest
the solution or envision the end but aims to meditate and negotiate the present
moment. It is not my intention to force either fantasy or reality as an absolute
answer, but to create an understanding of both conditions in hopes that Koreans
can start to break their ambivalence regarding their national reuniﬁcation.
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1.0

INTRODUCTION

noun
1:

the ﬁrst section of a communication

2:

the act of beginning something new

3:

formally making a person known to another or to the public

4:

a basic or elementary instructional text

5:

a new proposal

6:

the act of putting one thing into another [syn: insertion]

7:

the act of starting something for the ﬁrst time; introducing
something new
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2

GRADE 9 . KI-DUK BYUN

“NOW, IT IS TIME TO PLAY THE SONG OF HARMONY”

GRADE 12 . HYERIM KIM

“TIL THE DAY WHEN 70 MILLION BECOMES ONE”

GRADE 11 . DOKYUNG LEE

“NO ONE PART CAN BE MISSING”

GRADE 11 . JUHEE JUNG

“PAIN OF THE WAR. STILL SEPARATED FAMILIES.”

GRADE 9 . NA-YOUNG KIM

“REUNIFICATOIN: PUZZLE THAT NORTH AND SOUTH
NEED TO SOLVE TOGETHER.”

GRADE 6 . SUK BU

GRADE 5 . JUHEE CHO
“WE CANNOT FLY WITH ONE WING.”

GRADE 8 . DA-AE JANG

“WE NEED TO BE ONE AGAIN.”

“WE ARE ONE NATION”

GRADE 4 . ARAM YANG

GRADE 4 . SEUNG-HYUN KWON

“WAITING FOR REUNIFICATION. WE ARE ONE MIND.”

“I WANT TO LIVE IN A UNITED KOREA”

GRADE 4 . A-HAE KO

GRADE 3 . KWON-NAM KIM

“ATTITUDE OF PREPARATION FOR THE PPROACHING
REUNIFICATION”

“REUNIFICATION THAT NEEDS TO BE CONSTRUCTED
TOGETHER ”

GRADE 7 . EUN-JIN AHN

GRADE 6 . HOSU KANG

“COLLECTION OF THESE SMALL DROPS =
REUNIFICATION.”

“WHEN WE CAN CROSS FREELY, WE WILL BE ONE.”

GRADE 6 . MINJAE KIM

“THE BLOOD WE SHED THAT DAY,
LET’S REPAY WITH REUNIFICATION.”

1.1

MEMORY

“Everybody, don’t forget to bring your watercolors and poster colors.
Tomorrow is the day for the poster of reuniﬁcation.”
“Yes, teacher”
This dialogue reccurred each school year since I was in grade 3. The poster of
Korean reuniﬁcation was an annual exercise where all students dedicated a full
day of schoolwork to reﬂect the ‘grand wish’ of our people, of our nation, of
our future – the reuniﬁcation of North and South Korea. We had been taught
that those poor people in the north, ‘brainwashed’ by their ‘dear’ leader knew
nothing outside their tiny ‘prison’. We would have to save our ‘brothers and
sisters’ by getting rid of their political leaders in hopes that they would become
‘normal’ like us. The posters were supposed to have a different theme each year,
but now that I look back, there were always two main themes – ﬁrst, the collapse
of the north government, and second, the reuniﬁcation of the people – which
combined would reach the dream of establishing one Korea. In the nights before
drawing the poster, I was supposed to prepare a slogan and the graphic that
would represent my poster. Each line and colour was decided carefully so that
the message was delivered clearly. When I started to draw those childhood
posters mindlessly, it was 35 years after the Korean War had occurred.
Another 18 years has passed since I have drawn my ﬁrst poster, many things have
happened, everything has changed, but one thing remains the same, there are
still two Koreas.

ﬁg. 1.1.01 - 1.1.15 (in order left to right)
uniﬁcation posters drawn by students in South Korea
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4

1.2

DREAM

“Our grand wish is uniﬁcation” is the most popular phrase used on children’s
posters and is engraved in the memories of all Koreans. As far back as I can
remember, Koreans sang the song with this title every year on March 1st, a
national holiday for both North and South Korea where Koreans celebrate the
country’s liberation from Japan. The song, originally composed as “Our grand
wish is liberation” in 1947 by president Seung Man Lee, was modiﬁed to “Our wish
is uniﬁcation”. It has been sung at all North-South Korean events as it projects the
new national dream of both nations. It took Korea 45 years to get their ﬁrst wish
,which was liberation from Japan, and it has been 53 years since the two Koreas
have separated. When will the new dream become reality? The problem of the
dream is that there is a huge disparity between the national and the personal
dream. After years of singing the song and drawing the posters, the national
dream has become naturally engraved in Korean psyches as their personal
dream without realizing that the North-South gap has grown uncontrollably in
every direction.
Even if, miraculously, the border was to come down tomorrow, there would
inevitably be a culture shock between the two countries. The border itself has
become not only a separation of the two states but the protection of the ideal
ﬁg. 1.2.01

dream of uniﬁcation. As long as the division remains, both nations are able to

Lyrics of "Woori-we Sowon" ("Our grand wish is uniﬁcation")

blame their differences on the past. History and time have become the cause
Our wish is uniﬁcation.

of those differences. With the assumption that the division will eventually

Even in our dreams the wish is uniﬁcation.

disappear, will the idealized uniﬁcation truly become the answer that Koreans

With all efforts, uniﬁcation, let's make reuniﬁcation happen.

have pursued? Uniﬁcation is the ultimate goal for Koreans; it has been believed

The uniﬁcation, that will revive these people.

that the division is what blocks Koreans from becoming ‘what they are meant to

The uniﬁcation, that will revive this nation.

be’. With a sudden collapse of the walls, the divisive system will be so overloaded

Please let it come without delay.

with disparity that both nations risk an absolute failure of their own national

Uniﬁcation. Come.

systems. The question is no longer what uniﬁcation will bring to each state, but
what it will cost in order to achieve it and how it will be delivered.

5

In his book “Korean and its Futures", anthropologist Roy Richard Grinker argues
that the continued conﬂict between North and South Korea, and the prospects
for peace must be understood within the broader social and cultural contexts
in which Koreans live. Grinker illustrates how the South Korean perception of
uniﬁcation should be about integrating two different identities rather than
as an assimilation of the north. There are two central goals in his book: ﬁrst,
what role North Korea plays in deﬁning South Korean identity and, second, to
show how the South Korean discourse about relationships of homogeneity and
heterogeneity creates the emblematic incorporation of North Korea into the
South Korean identity.
The quest for Korean uniﬁcation is a desire to return home, to discover an
originary and autonomous identity. Paradoxically, however, a uniﬁed
Korea also threatens much of the only world most Koreans have ever
known, a world in which they are divided people whose paramount
goal is to be uniﬁed. If Korean political identity can be characterized
by its incompleteness – the self-conscious deﬁnition of the nation as
anticipatory – then the search for uniﬁcation places south Korea in an
uncertain position in a series of oppositions: between real and unreal,
between people and state, between uniﬁcation and national division.
These oppositions reﬂect not only the contest for legitimacy between
south and north, but also underlying uncertainties and ambiguities
about national identity, the future, and the journey toward a uniﬁed
Korea. (Grinker 1993, 47)
This thesis identiﬁes in particular to this passage and investigates the personal
ambivalence that is created by the two opposing conditions: the idealized dream
of homogeneity, and the factual reality of heterogeneity. ‘Tong-il’ encompasses
the meaning of homogeneity in the Korean language, but a conﬂict arises
where uniﬁcation and recovery of homogeneity are sacred goals and where
heterogeneity is a pejorative concept. As Korea enters into a new stage in
its history, it will face innumerable challenges: separated families, varying
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ideologies, infrastructural imbalance, managing a new mobility of people and
information. Decades after the armistice, with today's modernity, the conditions
of two nations change relentlessly as fast as their global status alters everyday.
As global relations of two Koreas are so intertwined, it is impossible to make safe
predictions of when the country may be uniﬁed and what will be the boundaries
of uniﬁcation. As Grinker has stated:
Uniﬁcation is an idealized vision of homogeneity in a world of
rapid historical changes, travel and globalization. In social theory,
globalization is often conceived as a homogenizing process, but the
opposite process occurs in Korea. Homogeneity is all the more elusive as
Koreans forge transnational relations that create differences rather than
similarities. (Grinker 1993, 43)
Koreans have failed or avoided realizing the obvious: any kind of transformation is
always accompanied with risks. Everything Koreans have, everything they know,
and everything they are will be threatened and questioned incessantly whether
they choose to blindfold themselves or not. Koreans need to become aware of
this pathology of reuniﬁcation. This thesis attempts to analyze what created the
pathology and where the individual is situated within it. There maybe nothing
that can be done to reverse the pathology, but the thesis still strives to create an
understanding of how Koreans got to this point. Carefully selected studies will
reassess the memory of separation and examine penetration points. Although
the thesis started from a personal aspiration for reuniﬁcation, the thesis does
not suggest a solution or envision the ‘end’ but it seeks ﬁrst through analysis
and then through a conceptual project to meditate and negotiate the ‘present’
moment. Even if as Koreans we end up going deeper into our nightmare in order
to keep on dreaming, an awareness of the act at least provides a warning of what
will happen when we have to wake up and face the reality.

7

1.3

PATHOLOGY

Eighteen years have passed since I drew my ﬁrst poster of uniﬁcation. When I
went back to Korea for my thesis research, the new poster I began was not as
simple as it used to be. As the thesis progressed more slogans, lines, and colors
have been added so that it is now impossible to derive a clear solution for my
new reuniﬁcation poster. Some have declared that reuniﬁcation will be a waste
and the downfall of South Korea, and say that everything that we have achieved
through hard labour will be diminished in order to support our supposed
brothers and sisters in the north. Nowadays, the debate stretches to every limit
and boundary of political, cultural, economical, and social differences. Yet, the
debate always ends on the note that we are all Koreans and it is our ultimate
dream and ideal to become one again.
Did the memory of drawing all those posters year after year curse me and other
Koreans with an irrational ideal? Were those personal propagandas of our own
making? Was it brainwashing of our own making? These are the main questions
that confronted me throughout the study of this thesis. As the question for
reuniﬁcation seemed more unanswerable as I went deeper into my thesis, I still
found myself convinced that somehow I could provide an answer at least for
myself, if not for the nation. Yet the more I attempted to provide a resolution for
the Korean dream, the more I found myself against a stone wall. The individual is
caught up in the pathology that is created by two disparate conditions: the child
who has grown up dreaming of a homogenous nation, and the grown-up who
sees the absurd reality of what the division has created. As new memories are
constructed by news headlines, events, and media, the paradigm of what ‘tongil (reuniﬁcation)’ represents shifts continuously and reacts to every incident that
occurs not only within the Korean peninsula but also in global events. Koreans
who have been occupied with the dream of a united nation have blinded
themselves with a national ideal that has maintained the same parameters for
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half of a century, while the individual ﬁnds himself/herself in an ambivalent
position in a series of oppositions: between people and state, between real and
unreal, between uniﬁcation and national division.
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DIALOGUE1:
“What is your thesis about?”
“I just want to study the demilitarized
zone to see what potential it holds.”

“Wow, I wish I could work on that.”

“Why is that?”

Anything

could
be done..!! You can
just imagine what
the ‘future’ would be.”
“
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DIALOGUE2:
“What is your thesis about?”
“I just want to study the demilitarized
zone to see what potential it holds.”

“You are crazy.”

“Why is that?”
“There

is

nothing

we can do. Absolutely

n o t h i n g . ”
1111

1.4

DIALOGUE

The preceding dark pages, and pages to come, show several of many dialogues
I shared with other Koreans during my research in Korea at the beginning of my
thesis study. What usually started as a casual question sparked controversial
responses from people telling me how brave I am to undertake such an impossible
subject, to those who thought I was foolish for bringing the subject out into the
open. The thesis started with an interest in the Demilitarized Zone in Korea, but
it became more complicated as time passed. What I didn’t realize earlier was
that those conversations were to become dialogues that I continue to have with
myself constantly. The frustrations that were created from those inner dialogues
seemed to offer no solution at all. Little did I know that those two dialogues had
the answer I eventually accepted: there is no answer to the Korean question.
The frustration of modern South Korea is caused from wanting a deﬁnite answer:
do we abandon North Korea or do we embrace them. Increasingly it became
clear to me that it is not the answer, but the process that becomes critical. One
deﬁnition of a ‘dialogue’ is ‘to discuss areas of disagreement frankly in order to
resolve them.’1 An answer that is offered with no dialogue can never provide
satisfaction or a resolution as it ignores the deepest set conﬂict between the two.
The ambivalence of the individual occurs from lack of discourse surrounding the
perimeters of reuniﬁcation. Although reuniﬁcation has been an obvious answer
to Koreans, the process of it has been much more obscure. This thesis attempts
to raise questions, reveal conditions, and analyze the cause, so that it can become
segments of a larger continuing dialogue.
1
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Random House Unabridged Dictionary, 2006

2.0

CONDITION

noun.
1:

a state at a particular time [syn: status]

2:

a mode of being or form of existence of a person or thing;

3:

an assumption on which rests the validity or effect of something else

4:

(usually plural) a statement of what is required as part of an
agreement

5:

the state of (good) health [syn: shape]

6:

information that should be kept in mind when making a decision;

7:

the procedure that is varied in order to estimate a variable’s effect
by comparison with a control
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“Do you know about the
Hydra? She has one body
with multiple opposing
personalities. The hydra
that was created by this
generation…Today ’s
condition of separation
has turned her [Korea]
into the Hydra. ”
- a dialogue from JaeKyu Kang’s movie ‘Shiri’
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2.1

ONE VS. TWO

2.1.1

IDENTITY

The ideal of Korean uniﬁcation has been sought after for so long that South
Koreans have come to believe in the necessity and the inevitability of uniﬁcation,
with few efforts to critically assess the idea of uniﬁcation and its ancillary
concepts, such as homogeneity and nationalism, or the process of uniﬁcation
itself. One nation is simply what Koreans were meant to become, and what
they have always been – a uniﬁed nation. Grinker, in “Korea and Its Futures”,
addresses the convoluted issue by analyzing the two interdependent symbols
of Korean identity: national division and national uniﬁcation. While uniﬁcation
is deﬁned in terms of homogeneity and recovery, he argues that uniﬁcation, as
it is often conceived in projections and fantasies of the future, is a contemporary
threat to South Korean identity.
The quest for Korean uniﬁcation is a desire to return home, to discover an
originary and autonomous identity. Paradoxically, however, a uniﬁed
Korea also threatens much of the only world most Koreans have ever
known, a world in which they are divided people whose paramount
goal is to be uniﬁed. If Korean political identity can be characterized
by its incompleteness – the self-conscious deﬁnition of the nation as
anticipatory – then the search for uniﬁcation places south Korea in an
uncertain position in a series of oppositions: between real and unreal,
between people and state, between uniﬁcation and national division.
These oppositions reﬂect not only the contest for legitimacy between
south and north, but also underlying uncertainties and ambiguities
about national identity, the future, and the journey toward a uniﬁed
Korea. (Grinker 1993, 47)
Korean identity is indeed deﬁned by the 1953 armistice division. Both Korean states
are identiﬁed in opposition to each other: the democratic versus the communist,
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the capitalist versus the socialist, the developed versus the deteriorated, and the
corrupt versus the truthful. South Korea has become a nation in which all facets
of economic, political, and cultural identity are delineated in opposition to North
Korea and the latter has become a strong component in deﬁning South Korea.
Heterogeneity, a historically pejorative concept to South Korean, has emerged
over the intervening decades. Such heterogeneity has become what deﬁnes
South Korea against its wish to be portrayed as a homogenous nation.
Grinker states that reuniﬁcation in Korea is about ‘regaining an identity. It is
also, however, about overcoming and rupturing an identity – that of division and
displacement – and many Koreans experience extraordinary ambivalence when
they try to imagine that process’(Grinker 1993, 36). Grinker emphasizes that the
ambivalence is not about “indecision in a choice between two stable desires
(wanting uniﬁcation or wanting a continued division) and between two stable
identities (a uniﬁed Korea or a divided Korea), but that the notion represents a
deeper and more latent problem of how to ﬁnd a ﬁxed or continuous identity in
a world in which there are no such identities.” (Grinker 1993, 34)
As South Koreans globalize their econonmy and culture, they ﬁnd themselves
increasingly threatened, fragmented, and disjointed, a condition popularly
described in recent literature on social thought as modernity. Giddens asserts
in his writing that modernity involves the loss of security, embeddedness, and
identity in the process of globalization.
Uniﬁcation is an idealized vision of homogeneity in a world of rapid
historical changes, travel and globalization. In social theory, globalization
is often conceived as a homogenizing process, but opposite holds in
Korea. Homogeneity is all more elusive as Koreans forge transnational
relations that create differences rather than similarities.(Grinker 1993,
43)
While South Korea wishes to secure a global status for itself on the global map,
the confusion created by its fractured identity causes great ambivalence within
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its culture. Although it may wish to move onto a bright future, the dark past is
holding on ﬁrmly. Modern conditions of ﬂuidity and uncertainty often give rise
to a heightened awareness of the conﬂict between ideals and perceived realities.
The irresolution of establishing the homogenous nation stops the nation from
clearly moving onto the globalization process. If South Korea was to go further
with globalization, the gap of political, economical, and social development
would become greater between the two Koreas.
The replacement of the old generation of the Armistice places an important timeframe for the development of uniﬁcation. The new South Korean generation, who
has not experienced the old devastating days and has been handed the current
state of wealth, desires to guard the high standard of living typical of a modern
global state established only recently. The majority of South Koreans today can
no longer recollect a Korean state that is both sovereign and undivided. Division
has always been described as a temporary term, but when it spans generations,
South Koreans need to overcome the myth of homogeneity and face the fact that
the future will involve heterogeneity and difference. South Korea may even have
to face that the ultimate resolution may not be a uniﬁed Korea, but a diverse
Korea.
In these perspectives, the debate of one nation versus two states is not
of importance. The identity that Korea will discover along the process of
modernization may not be what it anticipated – returning to the homogenous
nation it was meant to be. What emerges from the new identity may be something
familiar, or something completely unexpected. Without realizing it, the two
opposing Korean states have already composed the identity of Korea. Identity
is something that cannot be ﬁxed or continuous, but an entity that continuously
redeﬁnes, ruptures, and reconﬁgures itself in order to give meaning to its
existence. It is then critical to recognize that the process of the emergence itself
is what will give Koreans a ﬁrm identity in their struggle with global Modernity.
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2.1.2

KOREA VS. KOREA

Nations, one might suggest would not be nations if they embraced
revisionist or competing histories; nations are partialities made to
appear total, yet when that process is unmasked, certainties become
uncertainties, truths become contingencies, the natural becomes the
cultural. (Grinker 1993, 128)
Korea is actually a nation constructed from ‘competing histories’, with each state
having established a totality of its own. The two Koreas are seen as the best
living laboratories for comparativists, be they political scientists, sociologists,
economists, or other social scientists. Ever since the armistice in 1953, North
and South Korea have gone separate ways. Although both shared an equal
base point after the devastation of the war, choices made by each country have
resulted in signiﬁcantly different environments.
To understand the condition of the peninsula at its most basic state, I started
to gather and compare facts and statistics about both nations. Even though
the information is heterogeneous, the closest one can begin to know North
Korea is through limited publications and documentaries. Information is in
fragments and disjointed. To overcome this heterogeneity of sources, turning
the information into a graphic representation is used as a methodology to
position different resources into more speciﬁc categories. While more detailed
exploration of Korean identity will be discussed in later chapters, the following
illustrations were initiated to understand the condition that the two opposing
Korean national identities have created at a national scale. If the two opposing
states have composed the present and possible future identity of Korea, then
it is critical to understand the external conditions of the situation. What is the
qualitative and quantitative status of the disparity between the two nations?
How are they different from one another?
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ﬁg. 2.1.2.03

27

ﬁg. 2.1.2.04

28
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ﬁg. 2.1.2.08
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ﬁg. 2.1.2.09
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ﬁg. 2.1.2.10
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ﬁg. 2.1.2.11

It is done. Uniﬁcation.
What is done? The mountain ranges.
That’s right, our mountain ranges.
It is just one range, a range.
It is done. Uniﬁcation.
What is done? The rivers.
That’s right, the riviers in our country
Meet in the sea.
It is done. Uniﬁcation.
What is done? The ﬂowers.
That’s right, in the spring the ﬂowers
Bloom together.
It is done. Uniﬁcation.
What is done? The birds.
That’s right, in Korea [P’aldo Kangsan]
They ﬂy freely.
Uniﬁcation, Uniﬁcation.
Only we remain.
Only people remain.
“Uniﬁcation is Done”, in “Guide to Social Life,”
Fourth-semester elementary school text, 1993.
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ﬁg. 2.1.3.01

Scenes of Seoul street
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ﬁg. 2.1.3.02

Scenes of family reunion

“BrotherI wish this was all a
dream. When I open
my eyes again, I will
be in our living room.
While I am having
breakfast, I will be
able to tell you that I
had a strange dream
that felt so real. We
must return home
alive.”
- a dialogue from Jaekyu Kang’s movie ‘Taegukki: Brotherhood of War’ where Jinsuk was separated from his
brother during the Korean War and ﬁnd himself ﬁghting against him.
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2.1.3

GAJOK

[가족] 家族 = 家 + 族
(family)

(ga)

(jok)

The Korean War dislocated millions of family members from each other. Most
emigrants from Korea have been a result of the Korean War as they have no home
to return to. Some estimates suggests that about half of all Koreans living in Latin
America, and quarter of all Koreans living in the United States, are of northern
origin. (Abelmann and Lie 1995, 51-52) In South Korean alone, 7.67 millions are
currently categorized as members of separated families. While reunions for the
separated families are arranged twice a year, they do not even begin to satisfy
the demands as only 500 people reunite at each meeting.
However small the groups of 500 Koreans may be, the limited reuniﬁcation is the
result of a dramatic recent cooperation between the two Korean governments.
In June, 2000, the 6.15 North-South Joint Declaration became the beginning of
a solution for reunion between South and North Korea by exchanging separated
family and relative groups. Ever since, conﬁrmation of a relative's life or death,
or an address and correspondence, have been able to be carried out through
North South Minister-level Meeting or talks between the South and North Korean
Red Cross Society. This has been crucial as it has marked not only a beginning
of cooperation between the two governments but also the reconciliation of the
people.
To Koreans, both North and South, uniﬁcation is a desire to return home in both
a conceptual and physical sense, as millions of their respective populations are
actually displaced from their hometowns. Family is a powerful symbol for the
Korean nation as it conceptualizes uniﬁcation. Separation of people and state
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takes shape in discourses on the family. Identifying the concept of ‘gajok’, which
means ‘family’ in Korean, is quintessential to understand its signiﬁcance in
Korean culture. ‘Gajok’ is the most basic unit of a society. The individual always
belongs to a ‘gajok’, and in Korean society, the need and loyalty to a ‘gajok’
always come before individual interest. Koreans always refer to the other state as
the ‘uri ja-mae wa hyung-jae’ meaning ‘our brothers and sisters’. This description
encapsulates the notion of ‘gajok’ which presents an interesting mindset Koreans
have to political reuniﬁcation. Even if one is not aware while using the term, it
projects the unconscious ‘need’ to be reunited as a family.
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“Dad- Do you think we will ever see the day Korea reuniﬁes?”

“It will happen in one way or the other,
but I don’t know if it will occur in my lifetime.”
“But do you agree with it? Do you actually want it to happen?”

“Yes, of course.”
“You always say North Korea is such a pain. Why would you still want it?”

“Because of your grandma.”

“What about grandma?”
“Because her family is in the north.

As much pain as the north

may be, it does not compare to the pain she had to go through.”

“I didn’t know that.. I had no idea...”
I wish I had known this earlier. I wish I could have talked to her about
this issue., not for the sake of my thesis., but for her sake. I wish I
understood her better. I wish I understood myself better. It might
have helped me to decide where I stood within this whole thing.

I wish I knew if I wish Korea to unify.
- dialogue from when I was starting my thesis back in January, 2006.
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ﬁg. 2.1.3.03

Letter from Mr. Changsik Oh
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ﬁg. 2.2.0.02

Seoul
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ﬁg. 2.2.0.03

““Korea is like
a winter forest.
One small ﬁre
can become a
disaster.”
- a dialogue from Chanwook Park’s movie “Joint Security Area”
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2.2

PEACE VS. WAR

2.2.1

POWER OF FEAR

In July 1953, the armistice ended the Korean War that had lasted for
three years. The border was moved to the military line of demarcation
which lies mostly north of the 38th parallel. The armistice established
the Demilitarized Zone on either side of the line as a buffer between the
two countries to prevent further military confrontation. However, the
two sides have remained at odds for decades, and despite the armistice,
a state of war still exists between the two Koreas. (Gordon 2004)
Both Koreas have been protecting themselves by creating an atmosphere of
‘fear’. People of both states are faced with regular Civilian Defense Drills. On the
15th of each month, a siren rings across all the cities in South Korea. All cars must

ﬁg. 2.2.1.01 Cartoon drawn by Jim Morin from Miami Herald

stop. Every student in classes, families at home, and workers must drop anything
they are doing and start assembling to predetermined areas in an orderly
manner. Three of the eight annual drills consist of repeated training in case of
unexpected attacks. While South Korean drills have become more of a habitual
exercise, in North Korea the drills are more randomized creating an atmosphere
for the civilian that reminds them that war can happen anytime. “Hatred of the
US is ingrained in everyday life. As war looms in Iraq, America openly talks of a
war on two fronts, implying Iraq and North Korea. Pyongyang is just 100 miles
from 70,000 US troops based in South Korea. Pyongyang’s daily life is disrupted
by preparations of American attacks on the city.”(Gordon 2004)
Fear of one another will always exist until a Korean common ground is established.
The emotion of fear used to be a natural reaction that rose out of the separated
condition. As time has progressed fear has become a method to protect the
political interest of each state, especially in the case of North Korea, where the
social structure has been destabilizing at an alarming rate with a lack of support
ﬁg. 2.2.1.02 Cartoon drawn by Michael Ramires from Los Angeles Times

from the government to its people. The main problem is that if North Korea
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changes too quickly, it will collapse. If it changes too slowly, it will collapse. If it
gives too much freedom to its people, it will collapse. If not enough freedom is
granted, nothing will change. Within this seemingly impossible situation, North
Korea has been playing the reuniﬁcation game very well. South Korea often
views itself as the hostage of North Korea in front of the rest of the world. With
repeatedly see-sawing events of tension and reconciliation, it is hard to judge
objectively what the real intentions are of the North. Even in the midst of rising
instability of the social structure, Pyongyang is possibly in possession of enough
nuclear material to build at least six weapons, and it maintains the world’s ﬁfthlargest army. History suggests that their leader takes his biggest risks when
holding the weakest cards, to divert attention from the internal chaos and to
rally public opinion against external enemies.

ﬁg. 2.2.1.03 Cartoon drawn by Jack Ohman from The Orwegian

ﬁg. 2.2.1.04 Cartoon drawn by Steve Breene from the San Diego Union Tribute
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“Lieutenant Jang.
You don’t know what
Joint Security Area
is. It’s a place where
peace is preserved
by hiding the truth.”
- a dialogue from Chanwook Park’s movie “Joint Security Area”

5353

54

2.2.2

JOINT SECURITY AREA

“This is not London where everyone tries to make the palace guards move
using any means necessary. The trick is to keep a poker face: no blinking,
no smiling, no ﬂashing a quick obscene gesture, no going cross-eyed to
see if you can crack his stone-cold stare. Just don’t do it. God forbid one
harmless motion from a tourist cause an outbreak of war.”
(PBS In Depth Coverage, "North Korea: Nuclear Standoff")
Despite the Armistice Agreement signed in 1953, technically there is no peace in
Korea, just a truce that offers a pause button between peace and war. Depending
on what button you push the country could go back to its devastating state of
wartime military tension, or go forward to the idealized peace. Each step of
understanding is crucial to both countries. Various negotiations have taken place
between North and South over the years such as the reconnection of roads and
railways, the reuniﬁcation of separated families, the removal of the propaganda
broadcastings along the demilitarized zone. However, between these outwardly
afﬁrmative movements, there have been increased tensions, as North Korea
has used small violations of the armistice agreement to create provocations or
responses from the United Nations or the United States.
The Demilitarized Zone (DMZ) epitomizes the strange tension between war and
peace. Over the years, major clashes between the two countries have occurred
at the site. Although movement on reconciliation has been presented in the
zone, the zone simultaneously reminds each state of potential invasions by the
ﬁg. 2.2.2.01

other. Despite the danger, the DMZ attracts numerous tourists from around the

stills from Chanwook Park's movie "Joint Security Area"

world. In 2001, Seoul’s Korea National Tourism Organization said some 180,000
people a year visited the zone from the South Korean side alone. The DMZ has
become a wildlife sanctuary as it has been essentially untouched for ﬁfty years,
but the fact that it is a living Cold War museum is what attracts the most interest.
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It is one of the last frontiers of an active war. This very nerve-breaking experience
is what has turned the Joint Security Area(JSA) in the Demilitarized Zone into one
of the biggest tourist attractions.
The JSA is the locus of tension between war and peace. It is an area where North
and South Koreans come face to face to a single line of division. A single movement
that one makes is detected immediately and seen as a possible sign of aggression.
While the perimeter of the Demilitarized Zone is somewhat more accessible for
Koreans, the Joint Security Area presents higher security. The citizens of South
Korea are required to ﬁle for government permission three months prior to their
visit, while foreigners can simply book tours through hotels and visit the site the
following day. Tour agencies are in high competition to secure access for the
area. The place has become a strange Disneyland, where tourists are permitted
to visit the site as if you are watching animals in the zoo. This system of allowing
foreigners has become a mechanism of defense for South Korea. Because of the
amount of tourists from various countries, North Korea cannot attack the zone
knowing the international consequences it will bring. Thus the tension of war
is used to actually preserve peace at the site. As for North Korea, the industry of
tourism has become the means to partially alleviate the economic problems it
faces. The secluded zone allows North Korea to be able to afford to open its gate
without revealing too much about itself to the rest of the world.
The DMZ is described in newspapers and publications as the place where peace
and war co-exist simultaneously. Fear of war is what actually preserves the peace
on the site. The peace of the site is as illusionary as the peace of the peninsula
seems to be. Just like the zone, the condition of uniﬁcation presents a dialectic
motion between peace and war, where one can no longer recognize which one
comes before the other. Like the issue of peace and war, a dichotomy exists with
any uniﬁcation-related issues, which places the individual further into a labyrinth
of personal an political ambivalence. The strange Disneyland no longer exists
just within the zone alone.
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“Hello,
I

am

calling

to

inquire

about

a

possible

visit

to

the Joint Security Area.”
“I am sorry, but as a Korean citizen, you will need to ﬁle for a separate visa.”

“a v i s a ? ”
“You need permission from the government. I
can send you the required documents for you
to sign. It will take three months to process it.”

“But I am not really Korean.
I am visiting from Canada for thesis research.
Would
that
complicate
the
process?”

“Oh. In that case, it’s no problem.
You can book your tour with the hotel you are staying at.”

“How long would that take to process?”
“No time. You can just join the tour bus.”
I called immediately the number she gave me. And next
morning I was on a tour bus heading to the Demilitarized Zone.

Thank goodness I am not Korean.
- a dialogue from my trip on May 20th, 2005
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ﬁg. 2.2.2.02 mineﬁeld victims
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ﬁg. 2.2.2.03

DH IN THE DMZ

from Michael Browne's

by Michael Browne

article 682 from Dirty Rag Magazine

orginial article

DMZ. To most, this means “demilitarized zone,” the 2.5-mile wide, 151-mile long
swath of land that separates North and South Korea. To politicians, it marks the
sight of the longest-standing military standoff in current world politics. And
with the announcement that North Korea possesses nuclear weapons, it also
ranks at the top the list of the world’s most dangerous places.
To me, it means the most adventurous place in the world to ride a downhill mountain bike. But I didn’t arrive at this conclusion easily. Contrary to any piece of advice offered by any of my Dirt Rag colleagues, my family or anyone I spoke to prior
to my trip, I took a ﬂight from Pittsburgh to Beijing, China. From there, I met up
with my contact, Long-Jon Dil, and caught a train to Pyongyang, the closest train
station to the North Korean side of the DMZ. According to research I performed
after my trip, only 2,000 Westerners per year ever make it this far. I suspect I made
it through the military state because I studied the appearance of North Korea’s
president and my favorite public personality, Kim Jong Il, and sported the same
khaki straight jacket, aviator glasses and nice tall bouffant hair-do to compensate
for my 5’9” stature.
“What Westerners don’t understand is that we have it incredibly good. None of
your rules apply here. In your Dirt Rag, you complain about paying too much for
good suspension designs, but we don’t worry about patents,” wrote Long-Jon in
an email two weeks prior to my departure. “We wait for China to reproduce your
best design, and then we knock it off using our own designers and materials. Sure,
we’re stuck eating MRE’s (meals ready-to-eat) left over from the Korean War, but
at least we don’t pay royalties to Specialized!”
Admittedly, Long-Jon is taking a risk by setting up his touring company. Nearly
50,000 North Korean troops mark the contested border. But the constant ﬂoods
and tsunamis that make up Korea’s weather patterns also create fall-line trails
perfect for the extreme style of riding that Long-Jon’s company, “Extreme Happy
Fun Adventures” is secretly promoting using a website maintained from a Russian
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friend’s home computer.
The ﬁrst trail we arrive at, Fatty-Fat Fun Spot, was created by one of Long-Jon’s
friends during a trail scouting mission. After sneaking out on a full moon to
avoid detection in the heavily monitored area, he set off an uncharted land mine.
He escaped with only a bent derailleur hanger. When he returned to the site a
month later, he realized the land mine had created a perfect set of doubles which
launched into the beginning of what is now Long-Jon’s favorite trail.
“Fawk Yeah!” Long-Jon whispers in his best Western accent.“I’m like Aaron Chase!”
as he reaches down to touch the top of the double in a perfect 360 spin. And I
have to admit, I’m amazed too, not only by his moves, but by what comes next. As
we plummet down a near-vertical hillside, Long-Jon looks like he’s nearing headon contact with the ﬂat earth below and I’m second-guessing my decision to just
follow him. But it’s too late, as we’re both shooting down the steep terrain to what
appears to be certain death. But a ﬂash moment before what should be impact
with the ground, Yong-Jon disappears through the ground ﬂoor into a tunnel
cleverly disguised with bamboo chutes and other foliage.
Long-Jon drops further into the dimly lit tunnel, and just as we lose all light, the
tunnel levels out. This is presumably the same style of tunnel that the North Koreans built over 30 years ago while trying to inﬁltrate the South Korean border
undetected. And while U.S. troops shut down these tunnels after bloody conﬂicts
ensued, I have to hand it to my man Long-Jon for digging his own tourist tunnel
despite the inherent risk.
As we continue further, tikki torches that look like they came from the Dollar
Store light the way. The tunnel widens and suddenly ends abruptly, with a small
table, a Park repair stand, a full stock of Pedro’s tools and a complete set of Dirt
Rag back issues. “Now we’re in South Korea!” he says with a big grin. I can’t believe
it. Posters hang on the tunnel walls aside graphite-sketched portraits of famous
downhill racers drawn by Long-Jon himself. I stare at him in disbelief.
Setting my “Big American” aside, I take a seat and start to discuss how exactly
we’re going to get out of this tunnel, sight unseen.

6161

ﬁg. 2.2.2.04

ROBOTS THAT CAN KILL

Dubbed Intelligent

by Daniel Dasey

Surveillance and Guard

from Sydney Morning Herald Blog: Science

Robots

posted on December 6th, 2006
It’s heavily-armed, has no conscience and if it doesn’t like what you’re doing it
can kill you. Korean researchers have unveiled a robot security guard capable
of killing human beings who get too close to sensitive areas or can’t produce a
correct password when questioned. Produced by a specialist research wing of
electronics giant Samsung, the robots may be picked up by the South Korean
military for protecting that country’s borders with North Korea. But ethicists
will shake their heads at the arrival of machines which appear capable of killing
without discretion or conscience.
Technology website CNET.com this week carried updated news on the robot
sentries which it says may be the ﬁrst devices ‘’that would ﬁre autonomously on
human targets.’’ Dubbed Intelligent Surveillance and Guard Robots, the devices
have surveillance, tracking, ﬁring, and voice recognition systems built into a single
unit and were ﬁrst ﬂagged in late September. Each robot sentry is equipped
with a daytime camera, an infrared camera for night use and a laser rangeﬁnder.
Targets can be identiﬁed from about four kilometres during the day and about
two kilometres at night.
Speakers and microphones on the devices allow them to demand passwords
from humans and then analyze whether a correct response has been given. If an
inappropriate password is given options include sounding an alarm, using nonlethal force such as rubber bullets or ﬁring a built-in machine gun.
Human beings can control the robots using a touch screen and joystick.
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GOOD MORNING AMERICA, KOREA IS REUNIFYING
by Christine Ahn
from an abridged version of Christine Ahn’s
Congressional testimony on January 25, 2005
On my recent trip to South Korea last November, I was
struck by how much reuniﬁcation was in the air. I ﬁrst
got this impression as I waited at customs at Incheon
International Airport. Looming above me were large
ﬂat screen TVs beaming a Samsung cell phone
commercial with two of Korea’s most popular female
stars, South Korea’s pop icon Lee Hyo-Ri and North
Korean dancer Jo Myung-Ae. In the commercial, the
two superstars sing a song about parted lovers, and
the lyrics go something like, “Someday we will meet
again, although no one knows where we’re going,
someday we will meet again, in this very image of us
separated.” As they hold hands during the concert,
the new blue One Korea peninsula ﬂag rolls down
behind them. As they turn to watch the ﬂag, Lee HyoRi’s voice says in the background, “That day I was so
nervous…because the story wasn’t just about the
two of us.”
Here was Samsung, one of Korea’s most powerful
corporations, popularizing reuniﬁcation. But the
South Korean government was also sending a clear
message to all foreigners landing on Korean soil:
reuniﬁcation is happening, slowly, but surely.
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stills from Samsung Anycall TV Commercial "One Sound"
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2.3

GOOD VS. EVIL

2.2.1

AXIS OF EVIL
When I was in elementary school, the North was always presented as the evil
side to South Koreans. The poor people of the north were brainwashed by
their government. The communist state abused its power over the public.
North Korea was a product of one man – Kim Il Sung, who was the dictatorial
leader of the state. With the assumption that the North Korean state neither
constructed nor was constructed by the people, the North Korean population
was erased from the past discourse of uniﬁcation. For South Koreans, the only
way to save our fellow Koreans was by assimilation. According to Jang-jip Choi,
immediately following the armistice of 1953 and national division, “Korean
nationalism became transformed into a statism that privileged anti-communism
over uniﬁcation”. (Choi and Chung 1989) The South Korean government fed the
public the necessity of destroying its northern enemy and used anti-communism
as an ideological weapon to achieve the goal. Uniﬁcation was a term to describe
the objective of assimilating the other state. For over forty years of the cold war,
it was believed that the collapse of the government of the North was what was
needed to end the ‘unﬁnished’ civil war, a war which had quickly turned into a
propaganda war between the two Koreas.
Despite today’s meaningful progress between the two Koreas in the post cold
war period, the Korean peninsula as it is understood by the international order is
still caught between the past and present. The Korean War, for all its globalized
propaganda, has been a civil war. The scars left behind by this conﬂict are still
in the open; the altercation of ideologies has left little room for conciliation.
This confrontation has particularly tainted the domestic politics in the South,
with supporters of a reconciliatory approach toward the North poised against
supporters with strong positions of skepticism. As the ideological dispute is
repeated with each presidential election, its motive is blurred with a dubious
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line between the interest of the government and the people. The role of evil

Monkey shots with U.S. President George W. Bush

continuously still shifts as time passes by.
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1949
“Education shall be carried out in accordance with its original purpose and shall
never be utilized as an instrument of propaganda for any political, partisan, or
other personal prejudices.”
- Section 1 of Article 5 of the 1949 Education Law

1970
Ah ah, how could we forget
The day our enemies trampled on our country
Blocking them with our bare ﬁsts and red blood
Stomping on the ground, shaking with righteous indignation
Now we will pay you back, our enemies of this day
We will run and run after the retreating enemy.
And our country and people will shine
When we defeat each and every man among our enemies.
- Elementary-school song, South Korea

1987
Question: Why might the north Koreans want to build a dam at Kumgang
mountain?
A. To prevent future ﬂoods
B. To use it as a military facility
C. To divert water for agricultural use
D. To develop tourism.
[The correct answer is B.]
Questions: Why would north Koreans want to carry out land reforms?
A. To establish a stronger political base for the party
B. To collectivize agriculture
C. For farmer ownership
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D. To isolate middle-class farmers
[The correct answer is A.]
Question: What is the best description of north Koreans’ daily life?
A. They are permitted to build a happy life
B. People are forced to entertain themselves
C. Individuals have few freedoms
D. They are free to develop their own talents.
[The correct answer is C.]
- High-school entrance exam questions.

1993
We are all one
One heart
We are one
I am one
We are one
Like drops of water make a river If you meet me we will become one
Where the river ﬂows
Ah
Into a wide sea with blue waves
You and I make us
WE are one
Your heart,
My heart,
All one heart
- Fourth-year elementary-school text

2002
In Bush’s State of the Union address, a speech designed to shift the political
debate from a battle against al-Qaeda to a possible confrontation with Iraq, the
U.S. president mentioned North Korea, Iraq, and Iran and declared:
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“States like these, and their terrorist allies, constitute an axis of evil, arming to
threaten the peace of the world. By seeking weapons of mass destruction, these
regimes pose a grave and growing danger. . . . In any of these cases, the price of
indifference would be catastrophic.”
After the Korean civil war if the early 1990s, two major forces have backed up
each state; China and United States respectively behind North and South Korea.
Because of the larger international need to protect each territory, the involvement
of a third party had been necessary to each side. However, it is now a common
attitude that reuniﬁcation will be a slow process unless Korea is able to make
decisions on its own. With United States naming North Korea as part of a global
‘axis of evil’, with possible warnings for attack, strong disapprovals have risen from
the South. Strong anti-American public movement has escalated in the South.
South Koreans believe that United States is putting North Korea into a corner.
In June 2005, the military force from the United States was withdrawn from the
DMZ frontline due to this change in South Korean perception.

2006
After North Korea’s nuclear test and subsequent declaration of nuclear weapons’
possession, relations today between Pyongyang and Washington are in a
stalemate. This situation is also causing a rift between South Korean and American
relations. Koreans, seeing the signiﬁcant gains in peace and reuniﬁcation, are no
longer willing to blindly accept America’s Cold War mentality. On January 18th,
the Journalist Association of Korea, the country’s largest journalist group with
6,000 members, asked U.S. ambassador Alexander Vershbow to “stop making
anti-North Korean remarks that do more harm than good,” and to apologize for
his remarks which they viewed as “an intrusion in domestic affairs.” South Korean
President Roh Moo Hyun has also recently made clear that he does not endorse
U.S. sanctions against North Korea. If the Bush administration continues the
hostility and promote regime change policies with regard to North Korea, Roh
said, “there will be friction and disagreement between Seoul and Washington.”
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Question:

Why should North and South Korea unify?
A. Because we should make nuclear power together.
B. Because South Korea should also become a communist country.
C. Because there are a lot of separated families.
D. Because we need more land.
When I took my ﬁrst Korean exams in grade three, I had just moved to Korea. I
understood simple spoken words, but when it came to a written exam, I was lost.
I remember guessing random letters to get the answers and my score totaled to
18 points out of 100.

According to my mother, my answer to this question was B.

- exam question from my grade 3 social studies.
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LETTER ON DOMUS 883
by Jan Kaplicky
issue 883 from Domus Magazine

I have read Domus since 1956, almost 50 years. I always thought that your
magazine was about architecture, design, beauty and people. In the last few
months it has become just a political journal. I was shocked, horriﬁed, angry and
sad when Domus 882 June 2005 arrived. 22 pages and 3 covers full of North
Korean propaganda. Propaganda of a regime with a horriﬁc human rights record.

ﬁg. 2.3.1.02

A country led by a dictator responsible for the deaths of more than 2 million
of his people. Hunger used as the main weapon. Nuclear weapons. Supporting
terrorism abroad. Concentration camps. Prisons. What more do you want me
to say? Your pictures and text support that evil empire without a single critical
comment. Phrases like “visionary plan of the leader” are laughable.
How are we supposed to take you seriously? Not a single word about starving
people, prisons and camps. People brainwashed to be ‘yes robots’. Scared people.
Your favourite hotel costs $750 million of state money to build. How many lives
could that save? This is all the product of the magazine and its editor. His team
sitting comfortably in one of those famous Milano coffee places trying to pretend
they are fashionable left wing intellectuals. How pitiful.

ﬁg. 2.3.1.03

Who you are trying to impress? Yourselves. Certainly not architects. Certainly not.
There is no philosophy on these pages. Maybe admiration of that regime. Please
note that even Jean Paul Sartre refused to accept Stalin’s horrors. I am reminded
of the picture of Jane Fonda sitting on a North Vietnam anti-aircraft gun. How
naïve that was. You must stop these meaningless intellectual exercises. You
cannot support cruel regimes. Mussolini built railway stations, Hitler autobahns
and Stalin underground systems, often using slave labour. Kim Jong-Il Hotel.
Millions of people affected. Millions of people dead. What you talk about is not
even architecture. Possibly only piles of bricks or concrete. The Ryugyong Hotel
is certainly not architecture. It is empty. Without people. It cannot be designed
ﬁg. 2.3.1.04
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and used by brainwashed robots. Modern architecture cannot exist without free
human beings. Not a single word about that in your article. Please do wake up. You
are isolated. You are alone. It is too dangerous. Please look around for beautiful
things, they are happening. Your responsibility is enormous to young architects,
students and humankind. This cannot and should not be of any inspiration to
anybody. Please think new, beautiful, useful and particularly progressive. Think
of the human cost of these projects whilst having another coffee in Bar Magenta.
What is the next issue of Domus going to be about - Mussolini, Hitler or Mao?
Mugabe destroying buildings? Next time celebrate creativity, not destruction.
Please!
MEDIA, ARCHITECTURE AND GEOPOLITICS: INSIGHT

ﬁg. 2.3.1.05

by Stefano Boeri
issue 883 from Domus Magazine
Since our very ﬁrst issue, we’ve made it clear: we believe that today’s architecture
is an instrument, both useful and necessary, for looking at the world. We think
that the act of observing, describing, interpreting space and the built environment is one of architecture’s resources and helps us understand the community
we inhabit. We believe that the landscape - the territories continually deﬁned by
our movements, re-invented by our desires, punctuated by what we build - is an
excellent metaphor for our society. Why? Because the local is a treasure-chest rich
in details and clues that can tell us about the forces that permeate our daily lives.
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Forces that at times are manifest only in the space that surrounds us, perhaps just
for a few instants, like footsteps in the snow.
Architecture’s political dimension is not to be found in the labels we attach to
our projects, nor in our magniloquent political declarations; rather it lies in the
production of useful and critical knowledge about the world that surrounds
us. Knowledge that is useful because it is critical. With this in mind, in the past
months, we have visited the ex-USSR’s nuclear “ghost cities,” followed illegal
immigrants across the Mediterranean, documented the history of an infernal
prison in Buenos Aires, and charted the savage exploitation of migrant workers
in Shanghai’s massive building sites.

ﬁg. 2.3.1.07
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It was with the same interest in investigating local space that we travelled to
Pyongyang. We described, without feeling the need for ideological proclamations,
a horriﬁc city delineated by oversized, shopless roads in which citizens take on the
appearance of extras on a movie set. Citizens who inhabit decrepit high-rises and
move on foot because public transportion is virtually nonexistent. Armin Linke’s
photographs depict a city invented and realized all at once by a dictator and his
staff of architects. A city punctuated by immense, semi-abandoned monuments
that revolve around Ryugyong Hotel, a gigantic ruin, symbol and consequence of
the failure of a regime that is perhaps trying to escape from its suicidal isolation.
But there is something else. Pyongyang’s sinister landscapes are not to be quickly
dismissed as the tangible proof of the existence of a “kingdom of evil.” As we
pointed out, one can perceive something familiar in them. Something eerily
familiar to the eye accustomed to the imagery of western science ﬁction. It’s
as though in the aftermath of the bombing in 1952 of Pyongyang (an entire
city razed to the ground seven years after Hiroshima and Dresden — have we
all forgotten?) someone like George Orwell or Ridley Scott decided to create,
without a hint of irony, Western culture’s worst dystopia. It is impossible to
remain indifferent to the bizzarre collection of architectural caricatures built
by the North Korean nomenklatura. They created a city populated by automata
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unable to exercise their free will, the incarnation of an absolute regime isolated
from the world, nevertheless capable of unscrupulous recourse to the symbolic
language of Western democracies. Whether we like it or not, we are a part of that
nightmare.
For this reason, we launched a call for architectural and geopolitical ideas to rethink
Pyongyang’s immense concrete pyramid (www.domusweb.it/domus/ryugyong).
We used this ruin as a symbolic bridge, a tool to denounce this dictatorship while
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at the same time opening a crack in the regime’s isolation, without resorting to
the use of “smart bombs”. The quality and sophistication of the proposals we are
receiving from around the world (even from inside North Korea) conﬁrms our
intuition: at times architecture is capable of insights that the politics of spies and
international diplomacy cannot perceive. We truly regret having disrupted Jan
Kaplicky’s black and white vision of the world, but it was worth it.
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2.3.2

DATASCAPE
Along with creating friction between South Korea and the U.S., the recent
announcement of nuclear possession from North Korea has also raised an
international alert. Despite international concern, according to the Korean
Institute for National Uniﬁcation, a national research policy institute, a recent
public opinion poll of 1000 South Korean citizens and 300 South Korean leaders
from political, media and civil organizations found that 84 percent of the public
and 96 percent of opinion leaders believed that uniﬁcation was still an urgent
task for the nation, and 85 percent of the general public and 95 percent of opinion
leaders approved of North-South economic cooperation.
As I delved deeper into my thesis research, I became confused about the South
Korean position. Each South Korean individual seems nonchalant, detached,
almost taking a position of stoicism towards uniﬁcation. Yet taken as a whole,
the dream of a united nation has never ceased to be a stated and visible pursuit.
Many factors in the uniﬁcation outlook have been piling up in layers for the past
ﬁfty years. Within these layers, it has become impossible to summarize the current
collective state of mind into a single description. By examining social, economical,
political, cultural, and geographical affairs at a national scale, an exercise of
factual documentation was executed for this thesis in order to understand the
momentum of the relations between the two countries. Data gathered during
the course of the thesis research has been placed in an illustrated datascape
which creates a series of graphs of pro-uniﬁcation. The affairs between North and
South have been positioned along a timeline in accordance with whether they
were negative or positive towards reconciliation. Rules have been established as
datum lines such as the installation of a president and the timeline of national
policies. Then national affairs have been added accordingly in categories of
politics, economy, geography, culture, and people. The datascape in this section is
meant to examine the dichotomy between events of reconciliation and ongoing
historical tension. As events that illustrate reconciliation between the two Koreas
have accumulated on the top portion of the datascape, the graph has started to
indicate that the pursuit of a united nation has even stronger as you approach
the present.
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2.7.1
HOW TO READ

DATUM LINES

EVENTS

Yellow Highlighted: Affairs that involved the DMZ
(+) events = reconciliation = pro-uniication

timeline
Affairs in South Korea

South Korean Presidents
( - ) events = tension = anti-uniﬁcation

Affairs between North and South Korea
President Highlighted: When positive events occurred

North Korean Presidents
Affairs in North Korea
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UN admits both South and
North Korea as members.
signing of joint announcement
about denuclearization of
Korean peninsula

proposal of the North-South
cooperation for DMZ
preservation by president
Kim Youngsam

Talks between the South-North
Red Cross Societies held at
Panmunjeom for the first time
after 6 years and 9 months.
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UN Seeks 376
million dollars
for N.Korea.

q
q

q
q
q
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Total of 3 million of the
Korean population died
during the Korean War.

�

A military coup led by Maj. Gen. Park Chunghee puts
South Korea under military rule for two decades.

FIFTH REPLUBIC.
Park assassinated by the head of
the Korean Intelligency Agency.
Maj. Gen. Chun Doohwan assumes power.

SECOND REPUBLIC ESTABLISHED.

Ax murder incident Discovery of the third
infiltration tunnel in DMZ
at Panmunjeom.

North Korean forces
fail to assassinate
South Korean president

Japanese occupation ends.
Soviet troops occupy north
of 38 parallel. american
troops occupy the south.

more than 100 North
Korean commands land
to incite guerilla warfare

Korean National Airlines
passenger airplane with
34 people including
congressmans kidnapped
to the north.

Discovery of the second
infiltration tunnel in DMZ.

Gen. Roh Taewoo is elected
president in South Korea’s
first democratic elections.

1,723

1,240

qq

1,926
60 million dollars
from the south-north
cooperation fund was 1,767
supported for railroad
construction

the
4th and 5th
the 11th and 12th
completion
of reunification
joint
measurement of railroad reunification
connection.

agreement to reconstruct
thebetween
3rd reunification
the railway
seoul
and shinju.

q
q
q q qq

q qq

SEOUL OLYMPIC GAMES.

infiltration of armed north
korea army in te dmz.

Discovery of the fourth
infiltration tunnel in DMZ.

Passing through the Demilitarized Neutral
Water Zone for the first time since division.

Kim Jung Il officially
appointed as future
successor.

new president, Kim Daejung,
initiates "Sunshine Policy"
North Korean
KIM jungThe
il becomes
population
the president
of shrank by 3
million in 1997-1998 to
north korea.
21.2 million due to famine.

Kim Youngsam, a former
opponent of the military
regime, becomes the first
elected civilian president.

Opening of the north of Panmunjeom.

Discovery of the first
infiltaiton tunnel in DMZ

Kim Jung Il declared
as the successor of
Kim Il Sung.

q

q

Amateur marathoners run
past a military checkpoint
on the Demilitarized Zone
during the 1st DMZ Peace
Marathon.
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Park proclaims martial law and
makes constitutional changes to
increase his powers.

THIRD REPUBLIC ESTABLISHED.

People's Democratic
Republic of Korea is
declared

Visit South Korea of U.S.
Representatives through
Panmunjeom after visiting
North Korea first, recorded
as the first visiting through
Panmunjeom.

q q q q q q q qq q q q q q q

ARMISTICE ESTABLISHED
AT THE 38TH PARALLEL
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UNICEF applies for
10.4 million US dollars
for humanitarian assistance
for North Korea.

q

President Park emphasizes
“Peace First Unification Later”
Policy at the State National
Message.

President Park declares
Peaceful Reunification
Foreign Policy.
1st preliminary talks
for dispersed families
searching movement
held at Panmunjeom.
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q

Realization of the
first mutual visiting
in 40 years since
the partition of Korea.

Secret unification talks
between North and South
begins.

q

announcement
of support
2,392
and supply plan of
fertilizer by korea
national red cross
society.

The North-South
Economic Conference held at
Panmunjeom for the first time.
First North-South
Red Cross Preliminary
Conference.

The 1st and 2nd
reunification of
separated families

The 6th, 7th
and 8th
reunification of
separated
families
The 9th
and 10th
reunion

q
q

37 % increase in deaths
due to the famine 220,000
North Koreans died.

Kim Il Sung
dies on july.

Kim Jung Illbecomes
head secretary of
north korea.

The government
announces it will spend
52 million dolars to move
the capital by 2014.
Roh Moohyun is
elected president.

a naval battle between
vessels from both sides
leaves 4 s. koreans and
some 30 n. koreans dead.
north ends propaganda
broadcasts against south.

Red Cross Chief
reveals grave
food situation
in North Korea

North Korea
declares
possession of
nuclear weapon.
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First North-South
Red Cross Preliminary
Conference.

2.7.2
DATASCAPE: POLITIC

Secret unification talks
between North and South
begins.
President Park declares
Peaceful Reunification
Foreign Policy.
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ARMISTICE ESTABLISHED
AT THE 38TH PARALLEL
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THE FIRST REPUBLIC
ESTABLISHED.

THE THIRD REPUBLIC
ESTABLISHED.
A military coup led by Maj. Gen. Park Chunghee puts
South Korea under military rule for two decades.

THE FOURTH REPUBLIC
ESTABLISHED.

SECOND REPUBLIC ESTABLISHED.

North Korean forces
fail to assassinate
South Korean president

Japanese occupation ends.
Soviet troops occupy north
of 38 parallel. american
troops occupy the south.

more than 100 North
Korean commands land
to incite guerilla warfare

People's Democratic
Republic of Korea is
declared
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Park proclaims martial law and
makes constitutional changes to
increase his powers.

Discovery of
the first
infiltration
tunnel in DMZ

Kim Jung Il declared
as the successor of
Kim Il Sung.

Korean National Airlines
passenger airplane with
34 people including
congressmans kidnapped
to the north.
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signing of joint announcement
about denuclearization of
Korean peninsula

















 

UN admits both
North and South
Korea as members.

The North-South
Economic Conference
held at Panmunjeom
for the first time.

A ground-breaking
ceremony for railroad/
highway connection of
the Gyeongui and Donghae line. Completion of
joint measurement of
railroad connection.
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Visit South Korea of U.S.
Representatives through
Panmunjeom after visiting
North Korea first, recorded
as the first visiting through
Panmunjeom.

Realization of the first
mutual visiting in 40 years
since the partition of Korea.
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proposal of the North-South
cooperation for DMZ
preservation by president
Kim Youngsam.

agreement to
reconstruct the
railway between
Seoul and Shinju.

President Park emphasizes
“Peace First Unification Later”
Policy at the State National
Message.
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announcement of support
and supply plan of fertilizer
by Korea National Red
Cross Society.

s

60 million U.S.
dollars from the
North-South
cooperation fund
was supported
for railroad
construction.
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THE FIFTH REPLUBIC ESTABLISHED.
Park assassinated by the head of
the Korean Intelligency Agency.
Maj. Gen. Chun Doohwan assumes power.

Ax murder incident
at Panmunjeom.

new president, Kim Daejung,
initiates "Sunshine Policy"

Gen. Roh Taewoo is elected
president in South Korea’s
first democratic elections.

SEOUL OLYMPIC GAMES.

Discovery of the third
infiltration tunnel in DMZ

Discovery of the second
infiltration tunnel in DMZ.

Kim Youngsam, a former
opponent of the military
regime, becomes the first
elected civilian president.

Roh Moohyun is
elected president.

infiltration of armed North
Korean army in the DMZ.

Discovery of the fourth
infiltration tunnel in DMZ.
Opening of the north of Panmunjeom.
Passing through the Demilitarized Neutral
Water Zone for the first time since division.

Kim Jung Il officially
appointed as future
successor.

Kim Il Sung
dies on july.

77

The South Korean
Government announces
it will spend 52 million
dolars to move the
capital by 2014.

a naval battle between
vessels from both sides
leaves 4 S. Koreans and
some 30 N. koreans dead.
North ends propaganda
broadcasts against South.

Kim Jung Il becomes
the president of
North Korea.
Kim Jung Il becomes
head secretary of
North Korea.

k
North Korea
declares
possession
of nuclear
weapon.

2.7.2
DATASCAPE: ECONOMY

First North-South
Red Cross Preliminary
Conference.
Secret unification talks
between North and South
begins.
President Park declares
Peaceful Reunification
Foreign Policy.

����������

The 1st North-South
Coordinating Committee
held at Panmunjeom.

ARMISTICE ESTABLISHED
AT THE 38TH PARALLEL
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Park proclaims martial law and
makes constitutional changes to
increase his powers.

THIRD REPUBLIC ESTABLISHED.
Total of 3 million of the
Korean population died
during the Korean War.
FIRST REPUBLIC ESTABLISHED.

A military coup led by Maj. Gen. Park Chunghee puts
South Korea under military rule for two decades.
SECOND REPUBLIC ESTABLISHED.

North Korean forces
fail to assassinate
South Korean president

Japanese occupation ends.
Soviet troops occupy north
of 38 parallel. american
troops occupy the south.

more than 100 North
Korean commands land
to incite guerilla warfare

People's Democratic
Republic of Korea is
declared

ﬁg. 2.3.2.03

Discovery of the first
infiltaiton tunnel in DMZ

Kim Jung Il declared
as the successor of
Kim Il Sung.

Korean National Airlines
passenger airplane with
34 people including
congressmans kidnapped
to the north.
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Opening of communication
between North and South
Korea for a light-water
reactor project.

UN admits both South and
North Korea as members.

signing of joint announcement
about denuclearization of
Korean peninsula

proposal of the North-South
cooperation for DMZ
preservation by president
Kim Youngsam

H
Passing of 6 private vessels
of South Korea through the
mouth of Han River,
demilitarized neutral waters
in 37 years since division.

The North-South
Economic Conference held at
Panmunjeom for the first time.
Realization of the
first mutual visiting
in 40 years since
the partition of Korea.

President Park emphasizes
“Peace First Unification Later”
Policy at the State National
Message.

H

H

H

H

H

H

H

H

H

H






 





supporting of the
8th flood relief
supplies by Korean
National Red Cross
Society.







announcement of support
and supply plan of
fertilizer by Korea National
Red Cross Society.

H
H

Hyundai Asan of South Korea and the Asia Pacific
Peace Committee of North Korea first signed a
Development Agreement for the Gaesung
Industrial Complex.

A ground-breaking
ceremony for railroad/
highway connection of
the Gyeongui and
Donghae line.
Completion of joint
measurement of
railroad connection.
60 million dollars
from the N-S
cooperation fund
was supported
for railroad
construction.
The fifth Inter-Korean Economic
Cooperation Promotion Committee
Meeting.




Departure of
Hyundai,
Geumgangho for
the first time.

agreement to
reconstruct the
railway between
Seoul and Shinju.

ground-breaking ceremony for
Gaesung Industrial Complex.
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FIFTH REPLUBIC.
Park assassinated by the head of
the Korean Intelligency Agency.
Maj. Gen. Chun Doohwan assumes power.

Ax murder incident Discovery of the third
infiltration tunnel in DMZ
at Panmunjeom.
Discovery of the second
infiltration tunnel in DMZ.

Gen. Roh Taewoo is elected
president in South Korea’s
first democratic elections.

SEOUL OLYMPIC GAMES.

Kim Youngsam, a former
opponent of the military
regime, becomes the first
elected civilian president.

new president, Kim Daejung,
initiates "Sunshine Policy" in
effort to reconcile with the
north through economic and
humanitarian aid.

infiltration of armed north
korea army in te dmz.

Discovery of the fourth
infiltration tunnel in DMZ.

a naval battle between
vessels from both sides
leaves 4 s. koreans and
some 30 n. koreans dead.

Opening of the north of Panmunjeom.
Passing through the Demilitarized Neutral
Water Zone for the first time since division.

Kim Jung Il officially
appointed as future
successor.

Kim Il Sung
dies on july.
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Roh Moohyun is
elected president.

The South Korean
Government announces
it will spend 52 million
dolars to move the
capital by 2014.

north ends propaganda
broadcasts against south.

Kim Jung Il becomes
the president of
North Korea.
Kim Jung Illbecomes
head secretary of
north korea.

North Korea
declares
possession of
nuclear weapon.

2.7.3
DATASCAPE: PEOPLE

First North-South
Red Cross Preliminary
Conference.
Secret unification talks
between North and South
begins.
President Park declares
Peaceful Reunification
Foreign Policy.
1st preliminary talks
for dispersed families
searching movement
held at Panmunjeom.

����������
ARMISTICE ESTABLISHED
AT THE 38TH PARALLEL
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Park proclaims martial law and
makes constitutional changes to
increase his powers.

THIRD REPUBLIC ESTABLISHED.
Total of 3 million of the
Korean population died
during the Korean War.

A military coup led by Maj. Gen. Park Chunghee puts
South Korea under military rule for two decades.
SECOND REPUBLIC ESTABLISHED.

North Korean forces
fail to assassinate
South Korean president

Japanese occupation ends.
Soviet troops occupy north
of 38 parallel. american
troops occupy the south.

more than 100 North
Korean commands land
to incite guerilla warfare

People's Democratic
Republic of Korea is
declared

ﬁg. 2.3.2.04

Discovery of the first
infiltaiton tunnel in DMZ

Kim Jung Il declared
as the successor of
Kim Il Sung.

Korean National Airlines
passenger airplane with
34 people including
congressmans kidnapped
to the north.
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UN admits both South and
North Korea as members.
signing of joint announcement
about denuclearization of
Korean peninsula

proposal of the North-South
cooperation for DMZ
preservation by president
Kim Youngsam

Talks between the South-North
Red Cross Societies held at
Panmunjeom for the first time
after 6 years and 9 months.

The 1st and 2nd
reunification of
separated families

q

UNICEF applies for
10.4 million US dollars
for humanitarian assistance
for North Korea.

q

Visit South Korea of U.S.
Representatives through
Panmunjeom after visiting
North Korea first, recorded
as the first visiting through
Panmunjeom.

Realization of the
first mutual visiting
in 40 years since
the partition of Korea.

UN Seeks 376
million dollars
for N.Korea.

q
q

q

q

q

1,723

1,240

q

President Park emphasizes
“Peace First Unification Later”
Policy at the State National
Message.

2,691

announcement
of support
2,392
and supply plan of
fertilizer by korea
national red cross
society.

The North-South
Economic Conference held at
Panmunjeom for the first time.

q q q q q q q qq q q q q q q

q
q

q q q q q q q q q q q q q q qq

q qq

1,926
60 million dollars
from the south-north
cooperation fund was 1,767
supported for railroad
construction

the 11th and 12th
the
4th and 5th
completion
of reunification
joint
measurement of railroad reunification
connection.

agreement to reconstruct
thebetween
3rd reunification
the railway
seoul
and shinju.

qq q q q

The 6th, 7th
and 8th
reunification of
separated
families
The 9th
and 10th
reunion

q
q

q qq

Amateur marathoners run
past a military checkpoint
on the Demilitarized Zone
during the 1st DMZ Peace
Marathon.

������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������
FIFTH REPLUBIC.
Park assassinated by the head of
the Korean Intelligency Agency.
Maj. Gen. Chun Doohwan assumes power.

Ax murder incident Discovery of the third
infiltration tunnel in DMZ
at Panmunjeom.
Discovery of the second
infiltration tunnel in DMZ.

Gen. Roh Taewoo is elected
president in South Korea’s
first democratic elections.

SEOUL OLYMPIC GAMES.

Kim Youngsam, a former
opponent of the military
regime, becomes the first
elected civilian president.

infiltration of armed north
korea army in te dmz.

Discovery of the fourth
infiltration tunnel in DMZ.
Opening of the north of Panmunjeom.
Passing through the Demilitarized Neutral
Water Zone for the first time since division.

Kim Jung Il officially
appointed as future
successor.

37 % increase in deaths
due to the famine 220,000
North Koreans died.

Kim Il Sung
dies on july.
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new president, Kim Daejung,
initiates "Sunshine Policy"
North Korean
KIM jungThe
il becomes
population
the president
of shrank by 3
million in 1997-1998 to
north korea.
21.2 million due to famine.

Kim Jung Illbecomes
head secretary of
north korea.

The government
announces it will spend
52 million dolars to move
the capital by 2014.
Roh Moohyun is
elected president.

a naval battle between
vessels from both sides
leaves 4 s. koreans and
some 30 n. koreans dead.
north ends propaganda
broadcasts against south.

Red Cross Chief
reveals grave
food situation
in North Korea

North Korea
declares
possession of
nuclear weapon.

2.7.4
DATAS CAPE: CULTURE

First North-South
Red Cross Preliminary
Conference.
Secret unification talks
between North and South
begins.
President Park declares
Peaceful Reunification
Foreign Policy.

����������
ARMISTICE ESTABLISHED
AT THE 38TH PARALLEL
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THIRD REPUBLIC ESTABLISHED.
Total of 3 million of the
Korean population died
during the Korean War.
FIRST REPUBLIC ESTABLISHED.

A military coup led by Maj. Gen. Park Chunghee puts
South Korea under military rule for two decades.
SECOND REPUBLIC ESTABLISHED.

North Korean forces
fail to assassinate
South Korean president

Japanese occupation ends.
Soviet troops occupy north
of 38 parallel. american
troops occupy the south.

Discovery of the first
infiltaiton tunnel in DMZ

People's Democratic
Republic of Korea is
declared

ﬁg. 2.3.2.05

Escape of Lee Su-geun,
a journalist of North Korea,
at Panmunjeom

Park proclaims martial law and
makes constitutional changes to
increase his powers.

Korean National Airlines
passenger airplane with
34 people including
congressmans kidnapped
to the north.

more than 100 north
korean commands land
to incite guerilla warfare
82

Kim Jung Il declared
as the successor of
Kim Il Sung.

�



Visit North Korea of Jeong Ju-young,
an honorary president of Hyundai
through Panmunjeom in order to
discuss Mt. Geumgang
project and participate in a
signing of joint announcement
proposal of the North-South
"Peace Festival :
ground-breaking ceremony
about denuclearization of
cooperation for DMZ
beyond the DMZ"
of
Pyeongyang
gymnasium.
Korean peninsula
preservation by president
is held for 42 days
60 million dollars
Kim Youngsam
nationally in South
from the south-north
Korea.
cooperation fund was
announcement of support
supported for railroad
and supply plan of
construction
fertilizer by korea
Visit South Korea of U.S.
national red cross
Representatives through
society.
Panmunjeom after visiting
The “Arirang Festival”
North Korea first,
celebrates the 60th
recorded as the first
Starting of Mt.
anniversary of
visiting through Panmunjeom.
Geumgang tour by
independence day.
land for a civilian.
South Koreans are
allowed for the first
time to fly directly.
a United Korean
team
marches
agreement
to reconstruct
with
the flagbetween
at
the railway
seoul
2000
Sydney
and shinju.
Coming back to South Korea of
North-South
The 1st
Olympic Games.
Im Su-kyoung and Mun Kyu-hyeon
joint archDMZ Peace
through Panmunjeom, who are
aeological
Marathon.
Opening of communication
national university representatives
study of
between North and South
for Pyeongyang festival.
historical
Korea to support
"Goong-yae
a new flag is introduced
Mt. Geumgang Tour.
Palace"
for the 41st International
Departure of
completion of joint The First DMZ within the
Ping-pong Games held in
Hyundai,
DMZ for the
measurement of railroad
Japan to represent the
Bird Festival
Geumgangho for connection.
first time.
United Korean team.
held at
the first time.
Chulwon.
UN admits both South and
North Korea as members.



Talks between the
South-North Red Cross
Societies held at
Panmunjeom for the
first time after 6 years
and 9 months
Visit South Korea of North Korea
concerned and journalists
for the first time after 12 years
The North-South Economic
Conference held at Panmujeom
for the first time since division..





Realization of the first
mutual visitng in 40 year
since the division of Korea,
which is a native place
visit group or a visit group
of art performance

President Park emphasizes
“Peace First Unification Later”
Policy at the State National
Message.
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FIFTH REPLUBIC.
Park assassinated by the head of
the Korean Intelligency Agency.
Maj. Gen. Chun Doohwan assumes power.

Ax murder incident Discovery of the third
infiltration tunnel in DMZ
at Panmunjeom.
Discovery of the second
infiltration tunnel in DMZ.

North-South Peace Soccer
Games are held in Pyongyang
and Seoul [1929-1950].
Kim Youngsam, a former
opponent of the military
regime, becomes the first
elected civilian president.

Gen. Roh Taewoo is elected
president in South Korea’s
first democratic elections.

SEOUL OLYMPIC GAMES.

infiltration of armed north
korea army in te dmz.

Discovery of the fourth
infiltration tunnel in DMZ.
Opening of the north of Panmunjeom.
Passing through the Demilitarized Neutral
Water Zone for the first time since division.

Kim Jung Il officially
appointed as future
successor.

Kim Il Sung
dies on july.
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new president, Kim Daejung,
initiates "Sunshine Policy" in
effort to reconcile with the
north through economic and
humanitarian aid.

the government
2002 Soccer
it will spend
World announces
Cup
held by52 million dolars to
South move
Korea.the capital by 2014
North-South Peace Soccer
Roh
Moohyun
is 12 years.
Game
returns in
elected president.

The 3rd North-South
Peace Soccer Game.

a naval battle between
vessels from both sides
leaves 4 s. koreans and
some 30 n. koreans dead.
The “Arirang” incarnation of the mass games
premiered to mark the 90th anniversary of the
Kim Il Sung (1912-1994), featuring some
north ends propaganda
100,000 performers altogether and running
broadcasts against south.
six nights a week through Liberation Day.

KIM jung il becomes
the president of
north korea.
Detainment of Mt. Geumgang
tourist, Min Young-mi by North Korea.
Kim Jung Ill becomesSouth Korea urged detainee to be
head secretary of sent home and Mt. Geumgang tour to be
north korea.
stopped through the Security Council.

North Korea
declares
possession of
nuclear weapon.

The first North-South
Red Cross Preliminary
Conference.

2.7.5
DATASCAPE: GEOGRAPHY

Secret unification talks
between North and South
begins.

President Park declares
Peaceful Reunification
Foreign Policy.

����������

The 1st North-South
Coordinating Committee
held at Panmunjeom.

ARMISTICE ESTABLISHED
AT THE 38TH PARALLEL
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Park proclaims martial law and
makes constitutional changes
to increase his powers.

THIRD REPUBLIC ESTABLISHED.
A military coup led by Maj. Gen. Park Chunghee puts
South Korea under military rule for two decades.
SECOND REPUBLIC ESTABLISHED.

Japanese occupation ends.
Soviet troops occupy north
of 38 parallel. American
troops occupy the south.

North Korean forces
fail to assassinate
South Korean president

Discovery of the first
infiltaiton tunnel in DMZ

People's Democratic
Republic of Korea is
declared

ﬁg. 2.3.2.06

Korean National Airlines
passenger airplane with
34 people including
congressman kidnapped
to the north.

more than 100 North
Korean commands land
to incite guerilla warfare
84

Kim Jung Il declared as
the successor of Kim Il Sung.

60 million dollars
from the North-South
Cooperation Fund was
supported for railroad
construction

UN admits both North and
South Korea as members.
signing of joint announcement
about denuclearization of Korean
peninsula.

proposal of the North-South
cooperation for DMZ
preservation by president
Kim Youngsam.

Departure of Hyundai,
Geumgangho for the
first time.

The North-South Economic
Conference held at Panmunjeom
for the first time.
Passing of 6 private vessels
of South Korea through the
mouth of Han River,
demilitarized neutral waters
in 37 years since division.

Realization of the first
mutual visiting in 40 years
since the partition of Korea.

Proposal to esablish DMZ Peace Park
and a tourist route from Japan to
Russia through Korea and China.
A ground-breaking ceremony
for railroad/highway connection
of the Gyeongui and Donghae line
completion of joint
measurement of railroad
connection.

The 1st research of natural
resources in the north of CCL
by the Central Conservation of
Nature Council of the Ministry of
Home Affairs.

President Park emphasizes
“Peace first unification later”
Policy at the State National
Message.

Completion of mine
removal in the North-South
control district of DMZ for
connection of the Gyeongui
and Donghae line.

announcement of support
and supply plan of fertilizer
by Korea National Red
Cross Society.
agreement to
reconstruct the
railway between
Seoul and Shinju.

North-South joint
archaeological
study of historical
"Goong-yae
Palace" within
the DMZ for the
first time.

The First DMZ
Bird Festival
held at
Chulwon.
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FIFTH REPUBLIC ESTABLISHED
Park assassinated by the head of
the Korean Intelligency Agency.
Maj. Gen. Chun Doohwan assumes power.

Ax murder incident
at Panmunjeom.
Discovery of the second
infiltration tunnel in DMZ.

Gen. Roh Taewoo is elected
president in South Korea’s
first democratic elections.

new president, Kim Daejung,
initiates "Sunshine Policy"

SEOUL OLYMPIC GAMES.

Discovery of the third
infiltration tunnel in DMZ

Kim Youngsam, a former
opponent of the military
regime, becomes the first
elected civilian president.

Opening of communication
between North and East
Korea for a light-water
reactor project.

Roh Moohyun is
elected president
in South Korea..

Fifth Inter-Korean Economic
Cooperation Promotion
Committee Meeting

infiltration of armed North
Korea army in the DMZ.

Discovery of the fourth
infiltration tunnel in DMZ.

The South Korean
Government announces
it will spend 52 million
dolars to move the
capital by 2014.

a naval battle between vessels from
both sides leaves 4 s. koreans and
.
some 30 n. koreans dead.
North ends propaganda
broadcasts against South.

Kim Jung Il officially
appointed as future
successor.

Ki Il Sung
dies on july.
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ground-breaking ceremony
for Gaesung Industrial
Complex.

Kim Jung Il becomes
the president of
North Korea.
Kim Jung Il becomes
head secretary of
North Korea.

North Korea
declares
possession of
nuclear weapon.

14

3.0

cause&effect
cause
1:

noun.
events that provide the generative force that is the origin of
something;

2:

a justiﬁcation for something existing or happening;

3:

a series of actions advancing a principle or tending toward a
particular end;

4:

any entity that produces an effect or is responsible for events or
results

5:

a comprehensive term for any proceeding in a court of law

effect

noun.

1:

something that is produced by an agency or cause; result;
consequence

2:

power to produce results; efﬁcacy; force; validity; inﬂuence

3:

the state of being effective or operative; operation or execution;
accomplishment or fulﬁllment

4:

a mental or emotional impression produced, as by a painting or a
speech

5:

meaning or sense; purpose or intention

6:

the making of a desired impression

7:

an illusory phenomenon

8:

a real phenomenon (usually named for its discoverer)

The disparity between a series of North and South Korean oppositions, which
illustrate the external condition of partition, have been presented in the previous
chapter. An investigation of Korean identity is presented in this chapter to analyze
the causes of this condition. The following writings focus on different concepts
that are suggested by different authors as being the essence of being Korean. The
revelation of such a distinct Korean mentality seeks to enrich an understanding of
the current situation that has already been develped.
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“What?
There is a war? Who
attacked this time?
The Japanese? The
Chinese?”
“No... Actually we
are fighting each
other…”
“I don’t understand.”
- a dialogue from Kwang-Hyun Park’s movie ‘Welcome to Dongmakgol’
where the soldier is talking to a villager who did not know the Korean War had started.

8888

3.1

THE KOREA

Korea presents a pathology that is created from the polarity between the dream
and reality. The idealized fantasy suggests a naïve, hopeful nation that is in
denial. In contrast, the reality presents a stone wall of seemingly irresolvable
issues. While the condition between the dream of uniﬁcation and the reality of
separation seems irreconcilable, both poles are created by the same agent or
identity. Such an indigenous identity of Korea and the desire to preserve it can
be understood as the creative forces behind the dichotomy of Korea.
Wonbok Rhie, author of ‘Korea Unmasked’, argues that Korea historically became
obsessed with homogeneity due to its geographical location as a peninsula. He
states that a peninsula country is strategically important as it serves as a natural
bridge for continental countries and islands to cross over. Korea is a nation that
throughout its history has always been surrounded by strong nations such as
Japan and China. With constant invasion by outsiders, the obsession with a
homogenous nation was generated by the desire for self-preservation. In Rhie’s
book, he further states that:
In addition to these two powerhouses, numerous other foreigners
incessantly committed aggressions upon Korea. The constant invasions
and plundering greatly distressed the Koreans. Their ﬁrst priority was
survival. For survival, the Koreans had to be ready at all times to ﬁght off
foreign aggressors. Frequent foreign invasions result in frequent contacts
with foreigners, which signiﬁcantly increase the probability that different
races would mix. For the sake of preserving their lineage, the Koreans
became very exclusionary, discouraging the mixing with other races. This
exclusionism is attributable to the survival instincts of peninsular people.
(Rhie 2005,43)
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Although South Korea may seem more open to foreign contact in modern days,
the concept of ‘dan-il-min-jok’ which means ‘a racially homogenous nation’ is a
term that Koreans state themselves. The social studies and history textbooks still
emphasize the importance of this concept and the desire for a uniﬁed nation is
deeply rooted within this concept. In such a view, a homogenous nation was
always what Korea was, and what Korea was meant to be. A term ‘i-jil’ which can
be interpreted as foreign, different, alien, or heterogeneous is a term that employs
a very negative connotation for Koreans. Anything that suggested heterogeneity
has historically become a term that is unacceptable to Korean survival instincts.
Ironically, the term ‘i-jil-gam’ – sense of difference – has also been used to describe
the relationship within Korea as North and South established contradictory
identities. Today’s irony is that if Korea needs to unify the two parts to become
the proper Korea, heterogeneity, which Koreans have always rejected, conﬂicts
with their ideal of uniﬁcation.
Taken from a different viewpoint, however, the obsession to establish the right
Korea can also be interpreted as the same agent that pushed the two states to
create extreme heterogeneity. After the Korean War, North and South Korea had
to rebuild themselves from the ground up. The war was never technically over.
Each state still wanted to destroy its enemy and used ideological weapons to
achieve its goal. As different political agendas were used to justify themselves,
the empty aftermath of the war was quickly ﬁlled with a propaganda war.
The indigenous obsession of establishing the right Korea pushed each Korea
further and further to become ‘the’ communist or ‘the’ capitalist state. They
convinced themselves that the other state was brainwashed by their respective
governments. Uniﬁcation only presented an idea of assimilation as the correct
solution for each Korea.
Inevitable questions arise in the modern peninsula: Which one is the right
Korea? How do we rebuild an autonomous and homogenous nation out of
heterogeneity? In a nation where the myth of a homogenous nation has been
presented as the only answer, could the ﬁfty years of separation be overcome
with an identity seemingly built over thousands of years? The media, textbooks,
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politicians, and the general public of the South may have changed their position
from demonizing the North to accepting the matter of two states, but the danger
falls upon the fact that North Korea is meant to be an ‘eternal part of Korea’. Could
a diverse Korea ever become the right Korea?
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“Don’t you think

you are being delusional?
Your perception may be skewed, you know.

I believe you don’t want to be disloyal
to your people, yourself, and your
country. But you don’t need to be
a part of this deception, delusion,
or this ugly pathology. You could
completely denounce the whole thing.
You say it yourself how hopeless this
whole situation is. You see it clearly, so
why not make it easier on yourself and
just abandon that absurd optimism?”

“But I can’t.”
“Why not?” “I don’t know... I just can’t..

Maybe because I am Korean.“
- a dialogue from discussions of what direction the thesis should take.
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3.2

CHOONG

忠=中+心
(choong)

(middle)

(heart)

"The character choong(忠) represents the heart(心) embracing joong, the
center(中). It is the heart that places common values ahead of personal
interests. Another meaning for joong is equilibrium. In sum, choong is a
mindset that stresses justice, fairness and sharing. More simply, what is
right and fair for all is to be valued, and one must never be ﬁckle because
of trivial personal interests. " (Rhie 2005, 45)
Wonbok Rhie presents the concept of choong as the essence of being Korean.
Suggesting it as a survival instinct, he argues that the method Koreans pursued
to protect their lives and possessions can be succinctly expressed by one Chinese
Character choong. To comprehend the origin of the word, some aspects of the
formation of social values in Korea need to be understood.
Contemporary South Korea presents social values that are the synthesis and
development of various inﬂuences, both indigenous and foreign.

Chinese

classical thoughts, such as Neo-Confucianism, are considered to be one of the
most inﬂuential to Korean social structures and values. Neo-Confucianism which
combines the social ethics of the classical Chinese philosophers Confucius and
Mencius with Daoist and Buddhist metaphysics, deﬁnes formal social relations on
all levels of society. Neo-Confucianism emphasizes that social relations are not
conceived in terms of the happiness or satisfaction of the individuals involved,
but in terms of the harmonious integration of individuals into a collective whole
that mirrors the harmony of the natural order.
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The practice of Neo-Confucianism emphasized hierarchy in human
relations and self-control on the individual level. Society was deﬁned
in terms of the Five Relationships (o ryun in Korean; wu lun in Chinese):
“between father and son there should be affection; between ruler and
minister there should be righteousness; between husband and wife
there should be attention to their separate functions; between old and
young there should be a proper order; between friends there should be
faithfulness.” (Federal Research Division of the Library of Congress)
In his lectures, Confucius says “Ji Choong Pil Ji Jung”1 which means “to know
‘loyalty’(choong), one must know the ‘middle’. The middle path that is often
mentioned by Confucius represents fairness, righteousness, moderation and
balance. The true meaning of the ‘middle’ represents ‘the great essence of all
things’. He also emphasized that “the spirit of fairness and righteousness should
be freed from private interests.” Wonbok Lee ties this mindset to the foundation
of the Korean scholar’s spirit, called seonbi spirit.
The clearest manifestation of ‘choong’ has to be the seonbi(scholar) spirit
of the Koreans. The Korean ruling class armed themselves with the seonbi
spirit. Over time, the seonbi spirit formed the spiritual basis of the Korean
nation such as loyalty to country, devotion to parents, and fraternity to
friends. (Rhie 2005, 50)
As the ruling class of Korea historically ruled with the manifestation of the
‘scholar’ spirit, it formed the spiritual basis of a Korean nation. In this synthesis,
the character choong represents a mindset that emphasizes justice, fairness and
sharing. When the emphasis is given on the righteousness and fairness for all, it
strongly negates the idea of righteousness for oneself. Choong provides insight
into how the gajok and loyal duty to the nation are placed before the individual
interests. The concept of gajok, noted in an earlier chapter, plays a signiﬁcant
role in the discourse of reuniﬁcation in Korea in both a conceptual and a physical
sense. How the need and loyalty to a gajok comes before the individual interest
can be identiﬁed further with the concept of choong.
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It is the duty of the

individual to serve its country faithfully. If choong is the essence of being Korean,
then it becomes the individual’s duty to follow the righteous path by putting the
need of the nation before one’s own interest.
Choong, however, also presents a darker mentality as it can represent stubborn
loyalty and dedication towards one’s allegiance. This provides a glimpse into a
Korean mentality that does not allow any grey areas. Korea is either one uniﬁed
nation or two different nations. No other relationship can possibly exist on this
matter. But as the actual state of two separated nations conﬂicts with that of the
nation Korea was meant to become, confusion and ambivalence are presented.
Then the question becomes more confused: what is the righteous path? What
happens when the whole nation is ambivalent and confused?
1
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知忠必知中, original writing in Chinese

“If we met
somewhere else,
and not under
these conditions,
We would have had
such a blast.
Don’t you think?”
- the same dialogue from two movies, Kwang-Hyun Park’s movie ‘Welcome to Dongmakgol’
and Chan-wook Park’s movie ‘Joint Security Area’
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CO NCEP T OF ‘HAN’

3.3

恨=心+艮
(han)

(heart)

(remain)

For many people in south and north Korea, national division is widely
characterized as Korea’s han. The loss of autonomy due to past invasions
and Japanese colonization has also created han, but division is a more
immediate referent; division represents not only the (temporary) loss of
the nation but also the two Koreas’ frustrating inability to retrieve it. In
contemporary south Korea the loss of autonomy is experienced largely
in terms of division and in terms of the national security state that
necessitates oppressive laws and makes south Koreans depend, to some
extent, on U.S. military assistance. Han, in turn, is widely characterized
as the essence of being Korean. (Grinker 1993, 78)
Koreans refer to the unfulﬁlled dream of a uniﬁed nation as the han of the nation
and the people. Han is a term that can be appropriated for many different
contexts in which “the speaker or writer intends to express regret, lamentation,
and frustration over an inability to achieve something or redress a wrong.”(Grinker
1993, 80) Han, which could be loosely identiﬁed as “resentment”, conveys both
personal and collective losses, violations, and consequent resentment. Grinker
argues that a central concern for “South Korean identity politics is an inability,
engendered in the conception of both han and complicated mourning, to
recognize and adapt to loss.”(Grinker 1993, 75) He not only compares the notion
of han to Freud’s term of “complicated mourning” but also to what other authors
have referred to as an “inability to mourn”. Using the resemblance between
these concepts, he identiﬁes han as in many ways an overarching "problem of
mourning".
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In order to recognize resemblances to western states of mourning, the
fundamental nature of han needs to be ﬁrst comprehended. Ch’on Yi-du, a
Korean literary critic, presents an analysis of han and the impact it has created to
the Korean culture in his book titled “The Analysis on the Structure of Han”. He
divides different meanings of han into two categories, the dark and the bright
sides. Like the word choong, han can be used as a preﬁx or sufﬁx to another word.
According to Ch’on, the dark side presents such meanings as enmity, vengeance,
false accusation, sorrow, lamentation, grief, and regret, while the bright side
consists mainly the notion of chonghan which connotes attachment.
The central feature of all of these aspects of han, bright and dark, is their
capacity to constitute many different kinds of misfortune as a coherent set
of sentiments and their temporal orientation toward the future resolution
of those sentiments. In this regard, Korean tragedies do not “speak for
themselves” but are always distilled, ﬁltered, converted into something else;
han is a culturally distinctive manner of conceptualizing and experiencing
misfortune, but it is also a method for thinking about the relationship
between historical experience and the future. It provides for sufferers
a means of converting their tragedy into a dynamic and active process
– whether externally through revenge or internally by self-reﬂection and
the development of a new identity and art. (Grinker 1993, 80)
For many Koreans, han is essentially referred to as hant’an which presents an
irresolvable discontent and longing. The dark side of han presents hereditary
suffering as it is a feeling that accumulates over time and can be passed on to
future generations. Within the discourse of Korean separation, the irresolvable
situation of the peninsula creates frustration which generates additional han.
With frustrations, hate aimed at the perceived enemies which further complicate
the prospect of uniﬁcation. This chain of events constructs a 'continuous circle of
han'. 1 Such a han of national division accumulates as more Koreans are born and
die in a divided nation without being able to fulﬁll the dream. Han also, however,
paradoxically presents a means of resolution. The bright side of han suggested
by Ch’on focuses on han as:
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an engine for creative, active, and positive struggle, and the
psychoanalysts’ emphasis on mourning as liberation and adaptation..
Han as chong or attachment can refer to an attachment to nature, to
art, and to love, most often experienced by the elite scholars or yangban,
especially during the Koryo and Choson dynasties.

Unlike most

commoners, some yangban did not work and thus were free to wander
in the countryside and heighten their enjoyment of nature to the level of
an art. But in their separation from society they sacriﬁced their families,
and in some cases their personal well-being, for nature; therein lies their
han. (Grinker 1993, 88)
Han can also become a catalyst of aspiration. In Korean indigenous culture, one
is said to be able to reach “a state of exuberance” (sinmyong) and ﬁneness in art
and literature when one is capable of truly resolving one’s han. Thus, the bright
side of han can be associated to the notion of reconciliation. Grinker links this
aspect of han to the theory of complicated mourning by Freud. He speciﬁcally
refers to Freud’s early deﬁnition of mourning as the “loss of an abstraction”
(1917), an abstraction that could be not only a person but also one’s country,
liberty, or ideal.2 Mourning which is fundamentally about loss, brings out the
issue of denial in Korea.
Mourning is not about closure as much as it is about working through
trauma…. “Working through” involves balancing two countervailing
tendencies: the denial of the emotional dimension of loss in favor of an
objective or detached perspective, and the overemphasis on emotion as
deﬁnitive of the experience of loss.(Grinker 1993, 91)
Freud distinguished between two kinds of reactions to loss, mourning
and melancholia. Mourning is linked to a sense of realisms and attempts
to reconcile with the past. But in melancholic reactions, individuals
experience the loss of a loved one or and ideal as an impoverishment of
the self. (Grinker 1993, 93)
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If Korea needs to “work through” its current state, acknowledgement of the past
is crucial. Grinker points out the lack of memorials or monuments in South Korea
as one indication of a crisis in mourning. He states that although monuments
typically bear state sponsorship, they nonetheless “tend to unite the suffering
of individuals into a collective symbol of shared history and loss.” (Grinker 1993,
30) The absence of monuments shows the denial by South Korea of its reality:
construction of monuments would become an acknowledgement of a lost ideal.
For South Koreans to continue to fantasize, a myth of a recoverable homogeneity
has become necessary.
Koreans have severed their bridges to the past, even the immediate
past, but this is in large part because they have denied loss and denied
diachrony. The denial of loss has been inherited by successive generations,
for they too have been appropriated into their parents’ unmourned
traumas. Korean lamentations about division and separated families
are ambivalent and awkward because they simultaneously involve both
grief and outright denial. The nation was lost, but this is only temporary,
for the nation will be united again and homogeneity will be recovered.
(Grinker 1993, 94)
If we think of mourning as a kind of reconciliation, not with past
traumas but with the ongoing strength of continuing traumas, then han
itself represents the inability to mourn. Han refers to a consciousness
of ongoing trauma and a lack of resolution and reconciliation.
Paradoxically, however, han also provides a means of resolution, for the
concept provides a path for the movement of the present into the past,
for a fresh and creative movement from the past and present into the
future. The important question is whether this path can be identiﬁed and
taken. (Grinker 1993, 88)
If division of Korea is the greatest han of the nation, unless a resolution is
presented, it will accumulate continuously. In order to move into a new stage, it
is necessary for South Korea especially to acknowledge a lost nation of brothers
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and sisters. How could the path for a movement of the present into the future be
found if the past is denied?
Regardless of the myth of a homogenous nation we have at hand two opposing
identities. It is not the end or the grand vision that Koreans should be concerned
about, but the path it decides to take. Seeing the whole forest instead of each
tree could be more dangerous. Korea may end up becoming one nation due
to inevitable situations such as the collapse of the north. When the blindfold
is forced to come off by such catastrophic event, the damage of denial will be
greater than not being able to resolve the han of Korea.
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1

Grinker, Korea and Its Futures, 83

2

Ibid., 75
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4.0

LOCATE

verb. (used with object)
1:

to identify or discover the place or location of: to locate the bullet wound.

2:

to set, fix, or establish in a position, situation, or locality; place; settle.

3:

to assign or ascribe a particular location to (something), as by knowledge
or opinion.

4:

to survey and enter a claim to a tract of land; take possession of land.

5:

to establish one’s business or residence in a place.
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4.1

LOCATING MYSELF

If we think of mourning as a kind of reconciliation, not with past
traumas but with the ongoing strength of continuing traumas, then han
itself represents the inability to mourn. Han refers to a consciousness
of ongoing trauma and a lack of resolution and reconciliation.
Paradoxically, however, han also provides a means of resolution, for the
concept provides a path for the movement of the present into the past,
for a fresh and creative movement from the past and present into the
future. The important question is whether this path can be identiﬁed and
taken. (Grinker1993, 78)
The dichotomous identity of Korea is entrenched within the Demilitarized Zone
or DMZ. This dangerous zone, free from human intervention for ﬁfty years, has
become a wildlife sanctuary, home to thousands of natural species in ecosystems
ironically underlaid by an unpredictable layout of land-mines. It is a place
where time has stopped in 1953. Hopes for the future, however, accumulate
continuously as people project their personal and national dream upon this still
open space. The DMZ site is stagnant as it is locked between two borders and is
absent of human movement. It remains, however, also vigorously loaded with
stratums of history, culture, and nature.
Korean division is epitomized with the Demilitarized Zone, yet nobody knows
how far the Demilitarized Zone extends exactly. The Demilitarized Zone remains
after ﬁfty years as a place of division, of hidden bombs and hidden treasures, of
tension and of peace. It is a symbolic place as much as it is a physical division
in the minds of Koreans. Because of its symbolism of division, more and more
South Koreans gravitate towards the Demilitarized Zone in order to present their
aspiration of uniﬁcation. As part of my own personal path, my thesis moves to
ﬁg. 4.0.01

its next iteration.

Timeline of the DMZ
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First, metaphysical nodes are located in the Demilitarized Zone. As they are
categorized into nodes of fear, necessity, possibility, and goodwill, the earlier
discourses of the conditions are projected further onto the Demilitarized Zone.
The design exploration in the following chapter is presented as a personal
meditation of identifying a potential path for reuniﬁcation or not.
The dialogues presented earlier in the introduction (1.4) have reoccurred
numerous times during course of this thesis. As I attempted to locate myself
within the two extremes of the dialogue, the present day has become vital. With
repetitive see-saw events of tension and reconciliation, I have found myself in an
ambivalent position between a series of oppositions: "people and state, real and
unreal, uniﬁcation and national division." In the previous chapters, the study of
the past illustrates the disparity between these oppositions, and the obsession
with future is recognized as the cause of the condition. The past reveals the
condition, but not necessarily represents the reality as it is written, remembered,
and projected differently. On the other hand, a study of the future becomes
convoluted due to its connection to the grand dream. Addressing the future
advocates a solution and becomes problematic as it is suggests to as a termination
point. As the study of each possibility directs me to different ending points, the
present then becomes a critical point of departure. It is neither the end nor the
solution, but acknowledges the past and grants a foretaste of the future.
This chapter then does not offer a solution or the grand vision, but continues
my own dialogue to identify a personal path from the past to the future. The
personal ambivalence results from a clear past and the future, while the process
remains ambiguous. Regardless of whether the process is about mourning a lost
nation, or about the reconciliation of opposing identities, the delusion has been
pushed further into a nightmare as the vision of the dream remains the same
while reality has shifted in every direction. Becoming aware of and admitting the
absurd Korean reality was and still is personally the hardest part of the process as
I do not want to be disloyal to myself, Koreans, and Korea. Even when I wish that
I could refuse to partake in the collective pathological deception, abandoning
such absurd optimism is unbearable.
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The study of the past in this thesis presents a disordered, funny, grotesque,
even endearing pathology of South Koreans. It demonstrates a seemingly
impenetrable stone wall: a condition that pulls the Korean dream and reality
further apart. All evidence points one to a termination of the fantasy, yet the
strange dream continues on even more vividly in South Korea. The compilation
of current events along the timeline showcases the South Korean goodwill as
they refuse to let it go and put it away. What this thesis outlines as goodwill is
based upon present active events created by the stubborn faith of South Koreans
as it projects South Korean hopefulness. Goodwill could be interpreted as the
epitome of the pathological obsession with the dream. The individual need
created by choong to follow the righteous path and the desire to release the
accumulated han are what perpetuates South Korean goodwill. Han presents
frustration over irresolvable situations, but it is also supposed to be a measure
for Korean to distill, ﬁlter, and convert tragedies into a dynamic and active
process. Goodwill could then be understood as an element that uplifts transpires
the active aspects of han. Goodwill exhibits the critical aspects of choong and
han as it brings out the question of why I am incapable of giving up and calling
reuniﬁation impossible despite the awareness of the real situation.
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MEANING

EXTENT

The military demarcation line was established according
to the Armistice Agreement in 27 July 1953. DMZ is the
place formed by the agreement that both parties should
retreat 2km from the line. Total 1,292 signboards of the
Military Demarcation Line were established from Imjin
riverside to the east coast. 696 signboards have been
controlled by the U.N. Forces and the rest are under
the control of North Korea and China. Contrary to the
Armistice Agreement, both parties have not observed
the principle that they should retreat 2km from the
line.

DMZ includes the whole area from the military
demarcation line to the boundary line of the south.

Civilian control line is the agricultural line, which was
established by the commander of the 8th U.S. Army
Corps in Feb. 1954 to restrict entering and farming
of civilian. The agricultural line was changed to the
civilian control line since military carried out the duties
of defense. Civilians were allowed to enter or stay for
agriculture. As a result, more than 100 villages had
generated between 1959 and 1973; 99 independence
& stability villages, 12 reconstruction villages, and
2 uniﬁcation villages. Also, the villages were made
with the purpose of facing the propagation villages
of North Korea. Although the civilian control line had
been allowed to proceed northward according to the
request of lightening restrictions for the procedure of
entering and farming facilities in the 1980s, the number
of villages decreased to 105 in the 1990s.

According to the Military Equipments Protection Law,
the Military Equipments protection Zone is divided into
two areas; ‘Controlled Protection Zone’ where there is
an adjacent area from the Military Demarcation Line
and military activities should be secured and other
important military installations should be protected; and
a ‘Limited Protection Zone’, that is a protective area for
military installations or civilian’s safety and an essential
area for carrying out military operations. The Controlled
Protection Zone and the Limited Protection Zone were
established in the Military Equipments Protection Zone,
which is within 25 km of the southern limit of the
Military Demarcation Line. Also, CCN was established
within the Protection Zone and is within 15km from the
CCZ [CIVILIAN CONTROL ZONE]
southern limit of the Military Demarcation Line.

DMZ [DE-MILITARIZED ZONE]

A border deﬁned by the ‘Border Support Law’ is the
place that belongs to the jurisdiction south of the CCZ in
accordance with Item 3, Art. 2, of Military Establishments
Protection Law. It is determined by a Presidential decree
according to distance from the Civilian Control Line,
geographical condition, and the extent of development.
In other words, the border is the area between the two
lines (the 2 km Military Demarcation Line and the Civilian
Control Line). As well, a mass residence area and the
Besides DMZ and CCZ, there is another concept, the area along the north boundary line of the territory on
border by ‘Border Support Law’, which is included in the the sea belong to the border as provided by Presidential
decree.
BORDER SUPPORT LINE
boundary between South and North Korea.
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ﬁg. 4.1.01
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4.2

LOCATING THE FEAR

The power of fear is used as a mechanism to preserve peace in the Demilitarized
Zone. The nodes of fear within the Demilitarized Zone are the most obvious to
Koreans as the infrastructures they contain are direct results of the Korean War.
They include inﬁltration tunnels, observation platforms and the Joint Security
Area. These are highly sought-after places, acting as venues that turn the
Demilitarized Zone into a living Cold-War museum. (Refer to Condition 2.2)
INFILTRATION TUNNELS
ﬁg. 4.2.01

The First Inﬁltration Tunnel

It is estimated that about 20 tunnels exist within the Demilitarized Zone, and

ﬁg. 4.2.02

The Second Inﬁtltration Tunnel

four inﬁltration tunnels have been discovered since the Korean War. The tunnels

ﬁg. 4.2.03

The Third Inﬁltration Tunnel

were discovered in 1974, 1975, 1978, and 1989 and have the capacity to move

ﬁg. 4.2.04

The Fourth Inﬁltration Tunnel

armed forces of various sizes from 1 unarmed soldier to 30,000 troops in under
an hour.

OBSERVATION TOWERS
ﬁg. 4.2.05

The Iron Triangle Observation Platform

Five observation platforms currently exist in South Korea, where numerous

ﬁg. 4.2.06

The Gosung Ton-il Observation Platform

visitors pour in to get a glimpse of North Korea. Strict restrictions on photography

ﬁg. 4.2.07

The Odoosan Peace Observation Tower

apply depending on the location. They are one of the most popular sites for

ﬁg. 4.2.08

The Eulji Peace Observation Tower

educational ﬁeld trips.

ﬁg. 4.2.09

The Dorosan Peace Observation Tower

JOINT SECURITY AREA
ﬁg. 4.2.10

meeting room

Established in 1953, as the armistice agreement was signed, this is the only

ﬁg. 4.2.11

view towards the South

place where North and South Koreans come face to face down to a single line.

ﬁg. 4.2.12

from movie 'Joint Security Area'

It epitomizes the division as even the microphone lines are aligned along the

ﬁg. 4.2.13

from movie 'Joint Security Area'

demarcation line.
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NODES OF FEAR

JOINT

Inter-Korean nodes
Observation Platforms
Infiltration Tunnels
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Gosung Tong-il Observation Platform

The 4th Infiltration Tunnel

The 2nd Infiltration Tunnel

Eulji Tong-il Observation Platform

The Iron Triangle Observation Platform

The 1st Infiltration Tunnel

SECURITY AREA
Dorasan Peace Observation Tower

The 3rd Infiltration Tunnel

Odoosan Peace Observation Tower
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ﬁg. 4.2.14
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4.3

LOCATING THE NECESSITY

These nodes identify events that occur from necessity. The nodes of necessity
represent the location of events that no Korean would oppose.

They are

undeniable, critical, and primary nodes that display the obligation for uniﬁcation:
the reunion of separated families, the archaeological sites, and ecology study
labs for the DMZ. (Refer to Condition 2.1.)
REUNION OF SEPARATED FAMLITIES
ﬁg. 4.3.01 - 4.3.05

The reunion of separated families takes place twice a year, reuniting approximately

Reunion of Separated Families

500 people from each state per meeting. The event has become possible due
to the cooperation between the two governments of North and South Korea.
However, this is a small fraction of the estimated 7.67 million that are categorized
as members of separated families in South Korea alone.

ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITES
ﬁg. 4.3.06

mapping of Chiljoong San Sung

With limited access of civilians to the Demilitarized Zone, all historical sites that

ﬁg. 4.3.07

mapping of Dukjin San Sung

are important to both North and South Korea have been poorly preserved. As

ﬁg. 4.3.08

mapping of Odusan San Sung

academic interests escalate around the historical remains and the ecology of the

ﬁg. 4.3.09

mapping of Sungryung San Sung

DMZ, the National Research Institute of Cultural Heritage has promoted research

ﬁg. 4.3.10

remains of Chiljoong San Sung

Yonghee Choi, and only includes sites reported in South West part of the DMZ.

ﬁg. 4.3.07

remains of Dukjin San Sung

As the location of the DMZ is central in the peninsula, it has been a critical area

ﬁg. 4.3.08

remains of Odusan San Sung

historically for military strategies. The ancient city walls and palaces vary in sizes

ﬁg. 4.3.09

remains of Sung San Sung

and in dates of construction. As they carry important historical information for

by related professionals. The ones marked in the following map are recorded by

both North and South Korea, there are increasing interests in joint archaeological
projects.
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NODES OF NECESSITY

Historical Sites
Inter-Korean nodes
Educational
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Googyae City Walls
Sung-san Fortress

Joongoe Fortress
Dongju-san Fortress

Tosungri Mud Fortress
Sungmoru Mud Fortress
Halmi-san Fortress

Bogae-san Fortress

Goonja-san Fortress Okgye-ri Fortress
Samgoe-ri Fortress
Dangpo Fortress
Soochul Fortress
Moodeung-ri Fortress
Eundae-ri Fortress
Yukgye Mud Fortress
Daejunri-san
Horugoru Fortress

DMZ Ecosystem Research Center
Gosuk-san Fortress

Oe-eum-san Fortress

Myungsung-san Fortress
Sungryung-san Fortress
Goso-san Fortress
Sungdongri-san Fortress
Sogo-san Fortress

Chosung-ri Fortress & Remains
Woojung-ri Fortress
Ahmi Fortress
Banwol-san Fortress
Chiljoong Fortress

Eejan-mi Fortress
Dukjin-san Fortress

Woonak-san Fortress

Geumpa-ri Fortress

Wildlife Medical Center

Bongsoe-san Fortress
Wolrong-san Fortress

Odoo-san Fortress

Gomori-san Fortress

Dongsung-san Fortress

Moonsu-san Fortress
Daeneung-ri Mud Fortress
Buksung-san Old Castle
Gyeyang-san Old Castle
Sooan-san Fortress

The 3rd Separated Families Reunion

The 1st Separated Families Reunion
The 2nd Separated Families Reunion
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ﬁg. 4.3.10
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4.4

LOCATING THE POSSIBILY
Nodes of possibility are those that cannot exist without the support of the
North Korean government. Ever since the Sunshine Policy of 2000 executed by
President Daejung Kim, more projects have ﬂourished in the peninsula. These
nodes represent the potential between the two governments as they require
inter-Korean cooperation. They mainly relate to the economic cooperation
between the two Koreas such as the mapping of the Pan-Eurasia connection
proposal, the Gaesung Industrial Complex, and the disconnected railroads.
RECONNECTION OF RAILROADS

ﬁg. 4.4.01 - 4.4.03

disconnected railroads

In June 2000, the leaders of North and South Korea decided to ﬁnally reconnect

ﬁg. 4.4.04

Dorosan Station

the old Kyongi Railway Line. Amongst the three lines planned for reconstruction,
the Kyongi Railway Line was completed and a train crossed the border for the
ﬁrst time in 50 years in 2007. At the same time, Russia wants to work together
with North Korea, to restore the long interrupted Kyongwon Line which, via

ﬁg. 4.4.05 - 4.4.07

Vladivostok, makes the connection with the Trans-Siberian Railway.
THE NEW EURASIAN LAND-BRIDGE PROPOSAL
The concept of the Eurasian infrastructure corridor (developed by Lyndon

The new Eurasian Land-Bridge Proposal

LaRouche), has been circulated worldwide since Executive Intelligence Review’s
1997 Special Report, and increasingly become a leading topic of international
relations. Signiﬁcantly, the leaders of the Korea’s and Russia have been talking
about the creation of an “Iron Silk Road,” which would result from joining the
new Trans-Korea Railroad (TKR) from South Korea to North Korea, to the TransSiberian Railroad (TSR), and thereby creating a continuous connection to Europe.
The completed network would become a foundation for the development of a
gigantic economic area of roughly 4 billion people.
GAESUNG INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX
Hyundai Asan of South Korea and the Asia Paciﬁc Peace Committee of North
Korea ﬁrst signed a “Development Agreement for the Gaesung Industrial
Complex” on August 20, 2000. The construction of the complex is an economic
cooperation project that brings together the technologies of the South and the
labor and rich resources of the North for mutual beneﬁt. Along with railroad and
ﬁg. 4.4.08 - 4.4.11

highway construction works to re-link the two Koreas, the industrial complex is

Gaesung Industrial Complex

an essential part of a larger project that is aimed at developing an inter-Korean
economic entity.
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Kyungwee Connection Line

NODES OF POSSIBILITY

Gaesung Industrial Comp

Ga

Inter-Korean nodes
North-South Railroad Connections
Potential Stations
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Onjungri

Joejin

Chulwon

e

East Sea Connection Line

plex
Keumkang-san Connection Line

aesung

Paju

Seoul
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ﬁg. 4.4.12
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4.5

LOCATING THE GOOD-WILL

The nodes of good-will display the stubborn faith of South Koreans as these
events come from neither necessity nor possibility but from pure aspiration
and hopefulness. Nodes of good-will include events such as the DMZ Peace
festivals, the Peace Marathon, exhibitions and performances. Organized by
the government and various organizations, more and more events have been
accumulated.
HEYRI ART VALLEY
ﬁg. 4.5.01 - 4.5.05

Heyri Art Valley - proposed and built houses

Despite the rich and varied landscape, little has been built in the DMZ since
1948, due to the site’s reputation as both neutral terrain and a political no-man’s
land. As a part of the "Uniﬁcation Land Development Project", Heyri Art Valley
established by teachers, writers, artists, and ﬁlmmakers, was planned by Jun Sung
Kim and Jung Kyu Kim. The two developers invited a cadre of young Korean and
international architects to design buildings for this artistic utopia. Operating at
multiple scales, the village has become a 24 hour community committed to the
production and exhibition of art related activities.
DMA PEACE FESTIVALS

ﬁg. 4.5.06

DMZ Peace Marathon

Every year, more Peace Festivals ﬂourish in the Demilitarized Zone. Some involve

ﬁg. 4.5.07

DMZ Bird Festival

Peace Conferences that focus not only on the Korean issue, but also global peace

ﬁg. 4.5.08

DMZ Peace Festival 2005

issues. Other activities include the DMZ Peace Marathon, which takes place
annually, with runners getting a chance to run across the border within the
forbidden areas. The DMZ Bird Festival also occurs during fall where birdwatchers
gather to observe hundreds of migrating cranes. A 1995 research study identiﬁed
25 types of birds, with natural monument status, with habitation in the DMZ.
EXHIBITIONS & PERFORMANCES

ﬁg. 4.5.09

Mural Exhibition of Goguryo

As they provide an opportunity for Korean citizens to go beyond the civilian

ﬁg. 4.5.10

Atta Kim Exhibitions

control zone, exhibitions and performances for various audiences and themes

ﬁg. 4.5.11

Arirang Performance in North Korea

are ﬂourishing near the DMZ.

ﬁg. 4.5.12

Fringe Festival

125

NODES OF GOOD-WILL
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DMZ Peace Marathon - finish point

DMZ Peace March

DMZ Bird Festival
DMZ Univeristy Film Festival

DMZ Peace Marathon
checkpoint #6

Nodongsa: Old North Korean Labor Party Building

DMZ Arirang Peace Festival
Paju DMZ
Marathon

DMZ Peace Music Festival

DMZ Peace Marathon - checkpoint #3
DMZ Art Festival

DMZ Peace Lecture Series

Peace Wall

DMZ Peace Marathon - checkpoint #4

DMZ Peace Marathon
checkpoint #5
Yangu DMZ
Half- Marathon

World Life-Culture-Forum: New
Renaissance for Life and Peace in East Asia

“Faces” DMZ Exhibition
Peace One: Dance Festival

DMZ Kite Peace Festival

Peace Parade

Heiry Art Valley

DMZ PEACE FESTIVAL

DMZ Peace Marathon - checkpoint #2

Fringe Festival

DMZ Peace Marathon

DMZ Peace Forum "Conference to Promote Sustainable Development and Natural Preservation of the Environment on the Korean Peninsula"
KOPAIS Friends
DMZ Peace Marathon checkpoint #1

Nam Jun Paik Exhibition “From Berlin to DMZ”
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ﬁg. 4.5.13

ACTIVE NODES OF THE DEMILITARI ZED ZONE
COMP ILAT ION OF ALL THE NODES
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ﬁg. 4.4.14
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5.0

M Y U N I F I C AT I O N P O S T E R

poster
1:

-noun
A large, usually printed placard, bill, or announcement, often
illustrated, that is posted to advertise or publicize something.

2:

An artistic work, often a reproduction of an original painting or
photograph, printed on a large sheet of paper.

3:

131

One that posts bills or notices.

“Dreams are always
nice. It’s just painful
when you wake up
from it.”
- a dialogue from Kisun Hong’s movie ‘the Road Taken’
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5.0

M Y U N I F I C AT I O N P O S T E R

The thesis has gone through the process of categorizing, analyzing, and dissecting
the Korean condition and its causes in hopes that all the fragments could reach
a verdict on reuniﬁcation in a persuasive manner. The primary aspiration was to
establish a solid ground to resolve my personal ambivalence. Only two things
remained in the end: the realization of the strange and very propagandistic
Korean ground, and the inability of denouncing the pursuit of the reuniﬁcation
illusion. The design exploration does not to suggest or envision the end or the
solution of my personal ambivalence, but rather seeks to meditate and negotiate
the personal struggle in the present moment.
The thesis now moves to its next iteration, and seeks to expand my personal
struggle with a design exploration. The sketches and diagrams in the next
section are a personal meditation and creation of moments that outline a
personal allegory, one embodied in a design. In this design, a series of thresholds
disarm the individual, strip her down at various scales, and confront her with the
issues of Korea. A series of thresholds investigate the personal struggle that has
emerged throughout the exploration of this thesis. A sequence of moments are
designed in such a way as to gradually provoke the individual with questions.
As she progresses through the site, she departs from notions that are attached to
the state, the mob, and the memory. How she pieces each moment together after
her visit is entirely up to her. One moment might engrave itself more strongly
than the other in her mind; each piece will present itself differently; each visit will
change with elapsing time and landscape. Layers of history, culture, people, and
nature will shift but remain to be examined.
Choong presents the struggle of the individual between personal needs and
the interests of the nation, but it also brings out the essence of the individual’s
responsibility and need to follow the righteous path: the middle path that
maintains moderation and balance. Within the designed moments, she will
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always attempt to locate herself and her path within the series of oppositions
between people and state, real and unreal, uniﬁcation and national division.
The path will constantly question and re-examine boundaries between the
oppositions in order to release her han.
The desire to return home and to reclaim an original and autonomous identity is
what previously created the han of uniﬁcation. This han is a product of an inability
to achieve the dream of uniﬁcation. When it is accumulated, han is supposed to
demonstrate an ability to convert the tragedy into a dynamic process. While
the process of mourning necessitates an acknowledgement of loss in order to
work through a trauma and move on, that dynamic process is prohibited due
to the South Korean inability to recognize their loss. The issue of denial is the
biggest threat at the moment: the refusal to recognize a lost nation. The design
investigates this lack of consciousness. Exploration in the thesis has resulted in
a shift of my personal han. If han refers to the consciousness of ongoing trauma
and lack of reconciliation, awareness of the trauma itself is critical to release the
han. The ongoing trauma is no longer the one that results from the vision of a
united nation, but one from the realization of a lost nation. Korea as a whole may
return home whether the individual is ready or not, but the home she returns to
may not be the one she remembers or expects.
The design's path is meant to evoke awareness in order to make each individual
conscious of her own trauma. Each moment builds on the pathology as she is
propelled by the obsession of the ideal and needs presented by the division.
The layers of history, culture, people and nature are presented as is, but it is the
contrast in the scale of geometry between her and the space and in her relation
to the primal ground that plays upon the condition. The design plays with her
goodwill and the hopeful assumptions in order to reveal the absurd reality set
against the ideal fantasy. As she goes further into the site, the anticipation and
expectation, which were built up prior to the visit of the forbidden zone, will be
questioned. She wonders what she will ﬁnd in the end and hopes for a revelation.
The revelation she encounters may be an unexpected one, but is she prepared
for the discourse? Yes.
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“A place where you
are heading north,
and if you cannot
go any further...
Would that be the
Demilitarized
Zone?”
- Gwangbok Han
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ﬁg. 5.0.01

The Demilitarized Zone
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5.1

E X I S T I N G L AY E R S

ﬁg. 5.1.01

Outline of GoogYae Palace
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YEAR 908 - 915
Within the Demilitarized Zone and the Civilian
Control Zone, 47 historical sites have been located
during the six year search until 1999.

Among

these, one location lies within the boundary of the
Demilitarized Zone. When overlaid with aerial maps,
the rough outline of an old city falls coincidentally in
the center of the divided zone: half of it in the north,
the other half in the south. The city dates back to 905
when Googyae, a Buddhist monk who founded the
nation of Koryo, built his capital for his new nation
called Taebong. Unlike most capitals that are built
on higher grounds for security purposes, this site
is unique as it is situated on a ﬂat plain surrounded
by mountains. When the monk/emperor was asked
Fig. 5.1.02

map: historical layer from 908-915

for reasons of its location, his answer was: “This site
holds the future of this nation; you will see its full
potential unfolded in 1000 years.”

YEAR 1943
Before the Korean War occurred, few road and rail
connections existed.

As the Demilitarized Zone

severed them, a few remained with the anticipation
of future reconnection. The interrupted Kyungwon
rail line is, which passes through the city site,
especially critical as a section of the Eurasian Land
Bridge Project Proposal. This is one of the three
proposed North-South railroad connection plan, and
it is the most vital as it would make connections with
the Trans-Siberian Railway which would establish a
connection starting from Japan all the way through
Fig. 5.1.03 map: infrastructural layer from 1943
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Europe. (Fig. 5.1.02)

YEAR 1950 - 1953
On July 27th 1953, the Demilitarized Zone was born
from the armistice agreement.

At 10:01am, the

representatives of United Nations and North Korea
signed 18 forms as they sat across from each other at
Joint Security Area. Just like that, a devastating war
of three years ended in 12 minutes. In ﬁgure 5.1.03
the red lines, however, present an estimated outline
of the subsequent mineﬁeld layout.

Mines are

planted approximately every 2 to 3 metres, typically
Fig. 5.1.04 map: the new boundary of the Demilitrized Zone and the estimated lanmine layout pattern

in rows 100 metres apart.

YEAR 1953 - 2005
As time passed by, the Northern and Southern
boundarylines have constantly been shifted, the
black line presents the new Northern and Southern
Limit Lines which are extracted from a 2005 aerial
Fig. 5.1.05
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map: aerial map from 2005

photo (ﬁg. 5.1.04).

YEAR 2005
The Demilitarized Zone has been untouched for ﬁfty
years, having now been given the classiﬁcation of
a wildlife sanctuary. However, with repeated bomb
testing and mine-ﬁeld detonations, it is difﬁcult to
estimate the current site conditions. Fig. 5.1.05 is an
inferred study of the vegetation density within the
site; the dark green represents densely forested areas,
the white circles represent the most open areas,
Fig. 5.1.06 map: density study based on the aerial map

establishing possible points for design strategies.

YEAR 2006
In 2006, both governments agreed upon a joint
archaeological project based on the Goong-Yae
Palace as they recognized the historical value the
site contains. The project is currently on hold as the
military defense section has denied access to the site.
Fig. 5.1.06 shows a typical archaeological grid of 5x5
meter study blocks and 1 meter passage in between
for recording purposes. The yellow nodes indicate
beginning points for digging. This is determined by
the availability of open areas and predicted location
Fig. 5.1.07

map: plan of the path through the site with the highlighted archaelogical study areas
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of the inner and outer wall of the old city.

Fig. 5.1.08

masterplan
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5.2

N A R R AT I V E M A P

North Korean axis

Her path follows the historical path of entry. The

South Korean axis
The ﬁrst moment:
the entrance

sequence points are determined by the locations of
the old city gates. The path follows an interpolation
of how she would have approached the city palace
from these entrances in the historical days. South
Korean would use the North-South Gate passage
while North Korean accesses the East-West Gate

Fig. 5.2.01

passage.

The second moment:

After the entrance point, the site is forested but then

the de-mining ﬁelds

she follows the path into an open area. The ﬁrst
encounter with an open area is where the second
threshold occurs.

Fig. 5.2.02

The third moment:

As she goes deeper into the site, the third moment

the archaeological site

occurs when the path reaches the inner city wall.
This is the starting point of the archaeological study
where she realizes the history of the site that she is
passing through.

Fig. 5.2.03

The fouth moment:

Two paths from two entrance gates, one from the

the intersection

South, the other from the North, each follow the
axis of the historical passage. Before reaching the
monument, a moment is present where the two
axes cross each other. As the two axes intersect, she

Fig. 5.2.04
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runs into the others for the ﬁrst time.

5.3

N A R R AT I V E L I N E
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Fig. 5.3.01

5.4

THE FIRST THRESHOLD:
THE ENTRANCE

the ﬁrst threshold - north

the ﬁrst threshold - south

Fig. 5.4.01
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Second Floor Plan

Ground Floor Plan

Basement Floor Plan

North-South Section

East-West Section

Fig. 5.4.02
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The first threshold occurs as I enter the Demilitarized Zone. Loaded
with their presumptions, the usual visit to the Demilitarized Zone takes
in a group of tourists who have passed through strict checkpoints of
identification previously at the Civilian Control Line. The trip consists of a
big, mixed, group of tourists, who disembark from the bus as they reach
the tank checkpoint which is designed to block military vehicles from
crossing the border. The feared movement has always been from North
to South or South to North. Barricades are designed to block the vehicles
from entering into the DMZ and thus shift the movement from North and
South to the middle ground of the site.
The barricade building is divided into three passages, with the entrance
compressed even more as the original entrance volume is split into three
spaces. The tour group starts to disintegrate into a smaller cluster when
the first threshold offers three choices of passage. Each person goes above,
under, or straight through. I follow the path that goes up as this has been
the standard approach to DMZ. All my previous DMZ visits started with
a movement from above, where observation towers offered a view of the
horizon with a look towards the north. This view successfully reaffirmed
in me the frustration of Korean division. As I go upstairs, I find all the
standard information about the history of the war available to me. But I
realize that the expected view to the North is denied as the only allowed
view is at the level of the tree line in the forest to the north.
My past is at a climax due to my anticipation of the visit and the possibility
of stepping inside the forbidden zone. When I follow the passage that
leads me below, I find a gallery filled with unification posters drawn by
children. As I finally get to embark into DMZ, the last poster is drawn by
Kwan-nam Kim, age 10, which is entitled "The Approaching Reunification.
Attitude of Always Being Prepared." I think I am ready...
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Fig. 5.4.03
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5.5

THE SECOND THRESHOLD:
THE DE-MINING FIELDS

second threshold - north

second threshold - south

Fig. 5.5.01

150

Plan

Section

Fig. 5.5.02
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As I pass the entrance barricades, the constructed path
gradually rises from the ground. As I pass through the
forest, the path goes between and around existing trees.
The meandering sets me further and further apart from
the group as the path narrows down through the woods.
When it is time to leave the forest, the path then leads
me to a vast ﬁeld covered with ﬂowers and green and red
plants.
I can only marvel at the beauty of the nature that has
been untouched for ﬁfty years. The openness and the
ﬁeld of ﬂowers below are ampliﬁed by the contrast with
the congestion of the barricade and the arrival through
dense trees.
As I pass through the ﬁeld, I become aware of the role of
the ﬂowers in de-mining. A small weed called Arabidopsis
thaliana or thale cress has been re-engineered by Danish
biologists to turn red when exposed to the presence of
a land-mine in the soil. The residual of the botanical demining strategy is left for scrutiny. I am no longer sure of
the safety of the ground on which I am walking.
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Fig. 5.5.03
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5.6

THE THIRD THRESHOLD:
ARCHAEOLOGICAL SITE

The third threshold - north

The third threshold - south

Fig. 5.6.01
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Plan

Section

Fig. 5.6.02
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The path takes me deeper into the site. I ﬁnally realize
what was here before as I discover the archeological dig.
As the digging site opens up, the path slightly rises. The
higher it rises, more the digs unravel under my feet. The
ﬁrst of the digging sites is determined by the available
open area along the estimated location of the ancient
inner city wall. While the outer city walls of Goong-yae’s
Palace are estimated to be 12 km and the inner city walls
to be 6 km in length, an archaeological grid system has
been employed: a ﬁve by ﬁve meter grid with one-meter
baulks left between excavation triangles. In this way
levels are uncovered one at a time, with the baulks left
until a new level is reached.
Each dig grid may be small in size, but the continuous
repetition of the geometry informs me of what a vast
amount of uncovering still needs to be accomplished.
According to the information, this is only a section of
the inner city wall. What if they have mislocated the
starting point? Would they start again at a new point?
I am nervous that another friction between the two
governments will occur and interfere with the execution
of this project again. One of these digs must be able
locate at least an artifact, a wall, or a trace back to the old
nation, or it would such a waste. I cannot see anything
but holes at the moment, but I hope they ﬁnd something
before my next visit.
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Fig. 5.6.03
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5.7

THE FOURTH THRESHOLD:
THE INTERSECTION

The fourth threshold

Fig. 5.6.01
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Plan: Entrance Level 0

Plan: Level -1

Plan: Level -2

Section

Fig. 5.6.02
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My walk continues for quite awhile. The path by this
time has risen from the ground, reaching the top of the
tree canopy. The ground almost disappears as the path is
surrounded with tree branches. I become accustomed to
being alone during the walk. The path starts to rise again
and I catch a glimpse of the fourth threshold: a building
sized box. As I approach the box, I detect the existence of
another path in the forest. It also leads into the box but
beyond where my path is leading.
When I ﬁnally enter the box, I see the two paths
intermingle and there are others who have already
entered.

Although the two paths never cross each

other as they spiral around the inner box, they share the
same space. I glance at the other, curious, excited of
their presence, and am also relieved that I don’t have to
engage in a direct conversation yet.
As the two paths ramp down towards the ground forming
a double helix, they give shape to an inner box where
hundreds of windows have been discovered by previous
visitors. The paths wrap around the windows each ﬁlled
with traces of letters and candles. I can see that people
can access the inner box from the ground below.

I

wonder if it is beautiful inside the box as I could imagine
the view of all these accumulated lights within the single
volume. It might also be very dark and frightening. I am
anxious and curious to see that view. I follow the path
but it never quite touches the ground even as I am about
to leave the box.
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Fig. 5.6.03
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DIALOGUE1:
“What is your thesis about?”
“I just want to study the demilitarized
zone to see what potential it holds.”

“Wow, I wish I could work on that.”

“Why is that?”

Anything

could
be done..!! You can
just imagine what
the ‘future’ would be.”
“

162

DIALOGUE2:
“What is your thesis about?”
“I just want to study the demilitarized
zone to see what potential it holds.”

“You are crazy.”

“Why is that?”
“There

is

nothing

we can do. Absolutely

n o t h i n g . ”
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