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Abstract

Affecting up to thregquarters of Britongn the eighteenth centurgoverty was
both a constitutive feature of the body polénd for many,a disruptive, unpredictable
force that, many feared, threatened to undo the fabric of civil so€hasyfear, | argue,
was not of the poor in and of themsealybut what the poor representad anxious
reminder of theinrulinessof eighteenthcentury bodies and spac@siis dissertation is
about howadvancesn eighteentkcentury medicalinderstandingbout thenature of the
body and diseasshapedttitudes towards the poor amformedpoverty management
strategies in British towns drtities.As understandings of illness moved away from a
moral to a more recognizabhyodernmedical framework, there was a corresponding
shift in representations of the poor: away from lamenting their inherent immorality to
speculating on how they mighé bmproved, redeemed, and saved from their condition.

| argue thakeighteenthcentury novels, medal, andarchitectural discourse
worked together to define and produce an ideal of subjectivity in the pkabtcall
At he v ol u:adnaforwlomselbraserytis coextensive with security from
uncertainty and the unforeseen, from accidents that violatenlightenmentdeal that
the project otultivating the mind and bodg a matter of choice, not of circumstance
The poor radically disruphts ideal in the& vulnerability serving as a reminder of the
porousness of bodieandof the threat$urking in dsordered urban environments
Pushing back againsiie popular idea of the autonomolslightenment subject, | argue

for the i tnpiavoluntany subjegiammdaskthe readeto consider how the

poorwereintegralto consolidating ardealized model ofoluntarysubjectivity
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Introduction : The poor in eighteenthcentury literature and culture

| begin with the words of the sixteentlkentury preacher William Perkins, whose rhetoric

unlocks many of the themes that are central to my study of the correlatioeen

representations of the poor and disease in discussions of the body politic in the eighteenth
century. Speaking of Arogues, beggars, [ and]
of civil society, Perkins |gthaedioppefrdmghepoor t o
body; 06 they Awander up and downe from yeare
mai ntenance, 06 and have Ano calling, but the
Perkins, as for many of the authors | examine in this dissert#tiepoor exist as a

burden on the desirable, healthy operatioaaaiiety and deserve the appellation of

Abeastso for their presumptive | ack of ratio
indol ent and cri minal poor ,erhdpethekcentrad 6 met apho
tension in class relations in the eighteenth century: on the one hand, the reliance upon the

poor to supply all thtabourne® s s ar y thealthsy @ueciioring,yadds on the other,

the perception that they are fundamentally unridiaind a danger to civic harmoagd

wellbeing It is no coincidence that th@bouing poor are represented as the arms and

legs, since practically nothing would get done without thdine poor, after all,

encompassed practically all of society apanfithe upper classes: farmers, artisans,

sailors, soldiers, and servants (Crawford 8). Setting aside for the moment the focus on
Arogues, beggars, [and] vagabonds, 06 Perkinsé
that carries forwarthrough the eighteenttentury:that the poor lack any meaningful

capacity for seldirection. Peripheral from the mind and heart in this analogy, the poor

have neither theapacity for seldeterminatiomortheneed: they have no real purpose

! Patricia Crawford provides a detailed breakdown of@hoact | y @it he poor 0 i
which is worth quoting at | engt h: AThere wer
many subcategories, including rural and urban, arable and pastoral, north and south, and

people of different ages. Some had settlements (leentdlements to relief), while

others were unsettled. The labouring poor included agricultural labourers, charwomen,
hawker s, artisans, s aiManyFissell, insheristady e posr, and se
patients in eighteentbentury Bristol, defies t he poor fAas those who
ri sk of dependencynéessecogoizongpetakht Wpooa

was fivery closeygyl é¢édonk&d. wihat [ige a coupl e
providing for their children in thir early years, but find some stability later on; this
stability might also then be threatened at s

relative one that reflects the precariousness of life for many in the eighteenth century.
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but fulfilling their instrumentatole. The pooraccording to Perkinsequirethe

benevolent guiding hand of the welllucated, wealthy clagghe mind and heatrt

without which they are but #Arotten | egges. 0
Although writing in the sixteenth century, Perkins touches on ideas that carry

through wel |l into the eighteenth: the bodyds

di scourse, and the periodds overwhel ming int

Schoenfeldt provides a valuabl e thenstatd ysi s of

and the bodyo from the Middle Ages through t

interplay between ideas about the organization of society and those of the nature of the

body, in particular the organization and relation between its constitagat(@21). The

anal ogy between the body and the state was a

worl d, 0o and for sustaining political order.

common nature was used as a means of stabilizing meanimgderdn the political

sphere, since fAphysiology all owed politics t
Apolitics bestowed upon the messy compl exiti
del i berate soci al order o (22fM9ubtllnst ead of a

interdependence of r el aitofahd stageaas hodywas t he or gan

imagined hierarchically, and naturalized the idea of the upper classes, or the mind, as the

true seat of powg224) As Schoenfel dt aregpeddywa t hi s met a

pernicious blend of common sense and medi cal

work: it Asuccessfully mys tintdresteddcaradobani nat i on

head for its body, 06 and fAmanagerdonstotusmake ot h

def or med, or Theisharp eostmad that RetkiBsdjaws between man and

beast brings into focus the value that was placed upon the cultivation of rationality

through education, and evidences the way in which attitudes towardsathegre

predicated on a hostility towards the @Al esse
This hostility was not very well founded. Poverty in the eighteenth century was a

fluid state that most people could expect to experiahseme point in their lives, but it

wasone thatvasnonetheless r ei ght ed wi th concern over the

concerns expressed themselves impthygulard i st i ncti on bet ween the i
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Aundeserving, o idle or improvident poor: tho
either entitled them to relief or to nothing at all. These distinctions were part of a broader
cultural dialogue about the poor, but they also had a foothold in the law. As Steven King
and All anah Tomkins have shown, thkengl andds po
impotent, those who required assistance because they could ndt woether due to
age, disability, or disease, for exampland the indolent, those who could work but did
not, for whatever reason (123). ingThe poor o w
virtually everyone that today we would consider part of the working class.

TheEnglish PorLaws were designed to contain the ubiquitous problem of
poverty and to manage it as best as possible, with a view to discouraging vice and
indolenceThe purpae of thePoor Laws can be interpreted three different ways,
according to economic historian Paul Slack: as a response to economic circumstances and
population growth; because of changes in public attitudes about what could and should be
done about and/dor the poor, inspired variously by humanism, Protestantism, or
Puritanism; or because of governmental ambitions to control its subjects (3). Lynn Hollen
Lees agrees that the origin of the poor | aws
aspirationsvi t h ri sing economic hardship and state
difficult to separate these motivating factors, as well as unnecessary; together, they allow
for a more dynamic understanding of the array of pressures atiMmslever, such
difficulties did not stop historical British writers from expounding with definitive
certainty on all the social, economic, and political problems that the poor caused in
Britain. Whether one focuses on their immorality, their indolence, or their lack of
ratonal ity and understanding, Athe problem of
eighteenth century, was principally one of upbringing and education.

The value and importance of a good education is at the forefrdottdr
phil os oph e rSomdebhbughtsi.Concdening Bducati¢h693), a chilerearing
manual that also serves as aml@pth exploration of the relationship between the body
proper and the body politi€ositioningSome Thoughts Concerning Educatasna guide
to those nAwhld vprsofads sa tllbesms h olwckeirnagibes eed t h el

his work as nothing | ess than an indispensab
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and Prosperity of t h eontNeptopeoeaducationmoftits meadee | v dep
(xii-xiii). The gakes could not be higher, as Locke arguesfthati ne Parts of ten
popul ation] are what they are, good or evil,
Education, in his view, wamore than just boolearning.Certainly, t is important to
educatdehe mind in order that childmay eventually beconmereasoning adylbut one
must also tend to tirebody: encouraginthe childto play in the open air, so that they
may become accustomed to heat and cold, and guarantee their bodies become hardier;
dressing them in good clothing to ensure they do not get too warm or too cold, and that
they are not too constricted in their movements; eating plainly and simply; getting
enough rest; and ensuring that they make regular evacuaticB8)4Zhe connection
between these issuégthe organizing metaphor of the body politic and the increasing
importance assigned to cultivating rational subjédssin the theory and practice of
medicinein the eighteenth century
Notwithstanding scientific advances in the Wwhedge of the body proper
throughout the eighteenth century, much of the knowledge of the body in this period, as it
concerned daily medical practiaad popular understandingpntinued to be structured
by the teachings of the ancients. Drawing on Hipgies and Galen, the two greatest
touchstones of medical understanding throughout the period, physicians understood the
body according to the logic of humoral theory, in which health was a measure of the
bal ance of the humour svplvedexpelling ofthetaxicme nt so0 gen
afflicting substance (21). In addition to the four humours, physicians understood the
importance of the sik n eatural®t o0 o ne 6 s oair, motianlahd rdsteskedpind :
and waking, food and drink, and the passiomskie addressall of these elements in
his educational treatise, emphasizing with equal measummpioegtance of& hi | d 6 s
traditionaleducation as well as the balance of theirrnoat ur al s . AA sound mi |

sound body, is a short, but fdéscriptionof a happy statein hi s wor |l d, 6 and so

2Myintentlrer e, in briefly discussing Lockeds Vvi ey
the broadly accepted view that the whole of
would becomebut especiallyhe importance of the body in that formulati¢inwve
accept thathe body is so easily disrupted simply by being in the woflihe
eighteenth centuryarticularly if that body is a poor oneaskwhat consequences
these disruptions might hold for cultivating an idealized rational subjectarityhow
theymightshapeo ur r eadi ngs of @ po-gentarylicetatare act er s i 1
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must take care to direct wisely all the #Alit
tender infancies, [since they] have very i mp
of o n e-@)sTalen togeher, thé balance of all of these elements was required to
produce the ideal state of health. Locke, like most other practising physicians in the
period, endorsed the wisdom of the ancientsisrunderstanding of health

Of couse, matters of the healéimd illness had much wider significance beyond

the body itselfAs Roy Porter has shown in his extensive studies of medicine and disease

in the eighteenth century, for this period i
metaphorical commentary uponthewid wor |l d of politics and the
this |ight, Lockeds prescriptions for child

certain approach not only to familgaking butto nationbuilding. The trope of disease

or monstrousnesaflicting the body politidoecame, particularly during the long

eighteenth centurya common way for authors to talk about the dire consequences of an

unruly popul ati on $§ooiety Repnesentations of éfl hebjthiheal t ho o

therefore, aretypically manifestations of some kind of disorder on the part opth,

whose bad habits, vices, or lack of industithe cause of disorder depends on the nature

of the problem being addressed by the speakaperil the present and future health of

the individual ® even the natiorin their grotesgerie, the poor served as a reminder

the manifold dangers of straying too far into vice. However, these representatiens

tempered byhose of the virtuous, hamslorking poor, whose characters exemplified the

virtues of industriousness, plain diet, and exercise. Paradoxically, the poor represented

the greatest impediment to social order at the same time that they supplied a model for a

simple way of | ife: the di sease asegasenre]| | as t

the novel i s never morally neutral, o0 and nei
Representations of the poor in eighteecgéimtury literature are consistent with

whatDeidreLynch and Dror Wahrman have written about character and identity in the

period. Lynd, in The Economy of Characteshows us how character was used to

reinforce political and cultural hierarchies

overloaded body apotropaically, aiming to reinforce ostensibly natural proportions

between land and monegdbetweedaboura n d ¢ o mmo dThe grotesqoe ( 25) .
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bodies of the poor helped to define more desirable, normative models of subjectivity:
ones that communicate the importance of mastery not only overitideand bodybut
al so over o n edmeni. InTheeMhking of he Moderni Selliror
Wahrman makethe compelling case that our ideas about identity underwent a sudden,
radical shift in the lateighteenttc e nt ur y, away fr om wwghianieohe t er
sense of identitps an esserily A mut abl e, tmarhdrediatindtlyemiodetnh i n g
conception of identitprimarily characterized bteriority (198). We see some evidence
of this transformation in the | evel of detai
novels, which aréar more particularized than those we find in earlier representations of
the poorsuchas n Da ni élJoula df theeRdague Yean which the poor serve
as simple models of virtue and vice. More broadly, shit is confirmed in the ways in
which the relationship between class and poverty is imagined: away from the malleable
notion of povettysasgaeonfofemany people, ref
mastery over oneb6s economic and socixal circu
to one in the lateighteenth centurywhere povertys understood as more centralthe
truth of oneds character: t fuadamentdlligazyproor ar e
stupid to become anything more.
Despite Enlightenment idesabf the rabnal, autonomous subject, against which
the poor were so often defined, it was widely understood that there were many ways in
which one could be affected by persons and things beyond them. Certainly, anyone who
lived in London, or who had even heard serabout living in London, understood the
dangers that the city posed to oneds virtue,
would be guaranteed to encounter. Campaigns for urban reformeigttieenth century
sought to address this issue by feiag on remediating the irregular design, lighting, and
cleaning of city streets and buildings. They found justification for their project in the
firmly-held belief that they were ridding public spaces of hidden and apparent dangers to
i ndi vi dulbutassdonlihe lzasigthat, they were helping to improve the circulation
of goods and services: creating more rational, orderly spaces, and guaranteeing the
production of more rational, ordered individuals, insulated from threat of accident and

involuntaryinfluence.The response of theseban reforramindedindividuals gave
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expression to the understanding that cities were not just filled with moral dangers, but
physical dangers as wello one could walk through London unaffected.

In recent years, eighgath-century scholars have increasingly challengeéslittea
of autonomous subjectivitynost recently and influentially Sandra Macpherson and
Jonathan KramnicknHar més Way: Tragi c Responsibility &
Macpherson traces the-ewolution ofthe novel alongside developments in liability law,
asking us to consider why it is that, in a period that makesselh s ci ousness i nto
precondition for a peculiarly modern form of
connected to otheeccidentalllydo r at her t han deddchoasraadt el v ( 3) .
Objects from Hobbes to Richardssimilarly complicates the idea of the rationally
directed, autonomous subject through his exp
externalismin the literatureang hi | osophy of the periodo (6).
argument that eighteentientury ideas abowsubjectivitywere primarily characterized by
a preoccupation with inwardness, Kramnick po
unacknowledged role of external factorsime per i odés conception of
instead of asking how desires or thoughts become the basis of actions, he is interested in
how eighteentitentury writers understood and explored the relationship between mental
states and things in the warla relationship that seemed to be causal, even though the
precise causal relationship was quite often unclear (7).

What | sought to address in this dissertation were those people whose lack of
meaningful control oveexternal factors itheir immediateevi r onment , - and t he
naturals, 0 was compounded by their | ack of e
beliefs and practices: the poor. The poor as a class are relativelydiswessed in
eighteentkcentury studies. Of course, tlaouing dass poets are a glaring exception,
but for my purposes | wa® peos,iasepast emd ghht
themi the kind of poor people wharecelebrated as examples of virtue and resili@nce
thanin the unexceptional. If the eighteertdntury is most famously, if also
contentiously, the era of the rise of the individual, it only seems natural that we should
grapple with the i mpact of poverty on the tr

literature and cultureSince the poor &ve nearly always been defined negatively as a
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drain upon the resources of the State, as some kind of disease or grotesque condition
afflicting the body politic] wondered how théheoryand representation of disease may
have informed ways of talking abioand understanding poverty. Working from Julia
Kr i st ev aabautthemgaortgnbet obabjection to the foundations of the stibject
that the Al 0O comes into being only fAamid the
operates as a boundarytlanstitutes and allows thalgectto bei | wanted to pose a
guestion fromthebottom p: asking, much | i ke Judith Fran
as individuals, and indeed as their own separate category of humanity, as they were often
represented xerted pressures on the formation and articulation of the new subjectivity of
theeighteenth centurfd). In the eighteenth centumye move from an understanding that
povertyis a natural feature of sociectya nod t o t he rea-kydegy of pove
st age o iftoooneimwdinhypoverty is increasingly viewed as antithetical to and
disruptive of civic harmony, productivity, and prosperity: a kind of disease which must be
eliminated to protect the healthy functioning of the rest of the bodiygoli

The four chapters of this dissertation trace thewalution of representations of
disease and the poor, demonstrating how shifting understandings of the body, and
particularly of the bodyés uninternhei onal rel
discourse surrounding treatments of the body poMig dissertatiorsoughtto
understand how this transformatimnour understanding of povertyok place, and as
suchit required that | turn my gaze to sources outside of the traditional doméieraiyl
studies: economics, social history, and the history of medicine more generally, but also to
the more specific domains of poverty studies, architectural history, and eighteenth
century urban reform. However, this is not to say that there have bestadies of
poverty ineighteentlc ent ury | i terary sCormnwh@ausdhi p. Judi't
English Satiric Fiction and the Po@d1996) was a crucial touchstone in the early stages
of this projectOn e of Fr an k Otbat deeties aboug dasavelting emerge
from the reality that the poor were never all that far removed from the gentry
economically or physiologicallyvas formative of the early direction and ultimate shape
that this project took on. More recently, Scott Mackenzie has tgkémsiargument in

modified form inBe It Ever So Humble: Poverty, Fiction, and the Invention of the
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Middle-Class Homg2013), which traces the idea of home in eighteeetitury
|l iterature and culture. Mackenanstimtivadff i r ms Fr
t he p @eais sudadirsding subjectivity; laegues hat fAt o be homel ess i
an unspeakabl e exteriority, one that the ver
Afa cal amitous stateé [t hadithe mogseurgentcallecitve f i er c e
demands for remedy or removal o (6). Bot h Fra
how t he @ s ubj-eeattirplitemttire ieinegudtable foermed by the experience
and fear of povertyTheir insights shaped my investigan into the transformation of
eighteentkcentury attitudes towards poverty, as | sought to understand how these fears
manifested across literature, politics, and medidiedissertation shows how the
bodies of the poor and marginalized were instrumenta n aut hor sdé efforts
models of health and iliness that, in turn, informed broader discussions about the proper
natureof the body politic.

Chapter one explores the relationship between the representation of the poor and
debates aboutthemaur e of t he pl| aAgJouenal ofthe BlagmeiYedt Def oe 6 s
trace the debate on the nature and origin of the plague, which oscillated between the
miasmatic theory that located its origin in the Levant, and its transmission through the air,
and theanimalcular theory of contagion which supposed the plague to be transmitted by
tiny Ainsects. o0 The former explanation, adva
Daniel Defoe in the novel, accounts for the plague as arising from the squalid conditions
of Eastern cities before being carried through the air and settling on London, where it is
greatly exacerbated by the poorés own filthi
botanist Richard Bradley and the physician Benjamin Marten, is rejectedfbg as
At he Effect of manifest I gnorance and Ent hus
origin, for Defoe, operates within a larger providential narrative that places responsibility
for both its transmission and its cure on the two kinds of poourtieserving and
deserving, respectively. The undeserving poor are culpable for its spread because of their
filthiness,irrationality, and inherent viciousneskhe deserving poor, by contrast, serve as

models of civic duty in the posipocalyptic landscapof plaguestrickenLondon. For

Defoe, the incidence of plague among the poor serves as confirmation of their
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unsuitability for civil society, and confirms that the relationship between the poor and the
plague is not accidental but essential. By undemglthe influence and importance of
external and involuntary factors in the production and transmission of the plaggee
thatDefoe reifies the narrative of the poor as a kind of plague on the body gdiisc.
chapter demonstrates that Defoe relipdn medical understandings of the body and
disease to inform his representations of the poor, and shows how medical advances in the
early eighteenth century were beginning to unsettle-@gtliblished associations between
immorality and disease.
Chaptertwo shifts the focus from the poor to prostitutes in the-engghteenth
century, demonstrating how the rise of charitable associations for the support of penitent
prostitutes embodies a seemingly positive shift in attitudes towards the poor and health
while also exposing the desire for social control behind this benevolBnisechapter
makes its primary literary focus the anonymously writbe Histories of Some of the
Penitents of the Magdalen Houg&’60), a series of four narratives that detail thesl of
young women who are seduced and then abandoned, and who become, or come close to
becoming, prostitutes for lack of any other means of supporting themselves. |
demonstrate how contemporary charitabl e asso
rehabilitaing underused bodiesuch as those of the poor, orphans, and prostitutes
reflects the growing interest in moving away from understanding social disorder in terms
of a virtue/vice framework and towarécalibrating efforts to repair thmdies of the
poor, and by extension that of the body polibasedon principles opolitical arithmetic.
| argue thathe representation of the prostitute, in both the novel atiiliterature
supporting the Magdalen cause, manifests the narrative logic undergioginigip
medical accounts of the origin of venereal disease and its cure. Venereal disease was
hypothesized to béhe materialization of illegitimate sexual activity: the natural
byproduct of the intermixture ofridwanmbt i pl e me
of the prostitute. Itpreventativareatment emphasized, according to one writer, avoiding
AExcess and Luxury of Dieto combined with a
relations (Desault 34). We find this prescription enforced in thayg govening the

Magdalen Hospital charity for penitent prostitutes, which coupled restrictions on outside
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contact with men with rules thamtur@@spverned ev
promoting simple dress and diet, regular sleep and activitystantreligious education.
As well, we find the correspondence between the narrative logic of venereal disease and
the stories of thelistories wherent he danger s associated with w
autonomy are resolvazhly after each womaiinds her way into therotective well-
regulatecembrace of the charity. In the case of the Magdalen Hospital and its penitents,
the softening of popular attitudes towards poverty is largely superficial. The main object
of sympathy for the Magdalen writers is the fallen mieldéesss woman, and they do not
extend their thesis about the terrible economic choices available to these marginalized
women to the poor more generally. In this way, the Magdalen charity andraarsding
narratives embody thdeological underpinnings dfenevolence, reifying the dichtomy
of the dserving andindeserving poor while superficially extending sympathly to a
romanticized image of the downtrodd@imis chaptedevelops my thesihat
representations of the pooin this case, marginalizetillen womeri were actively
shaped by advances in medical understandings about the body and disease.
Chapter three focuses on thifinities between preventative medicine and urban
ref orm i n Tobi EheExgeditmoh df ldumphdy link€b7vle litrace the
neocl assical architectural and aesthetic fou
regulated urban spaces, and demonstrate how his concern for the bodily integrity of the
old, infirm, and otherwise helpless in an undegulated urban emdanment provides a
critical revision of an otherwise familiar Augustan argument agtiesmnonstrousness of
the city In his persistent critique of the architectural and urban planning failures of places
like Bath and London, Smollett foregrounds the @hte bodily integrity that uneven
roads, uncovered walkways, and undegulated public spaces represent for those of
delicate constitution. Smiekt supplements thisrgument against with a call to emulate
the simplicity of the peasant as the definitmedel of good health. Just as thel-
centuryphysician William Cadogan advocates for the importance of prevention over
purgatives, of |l eading men fito that ©plan of
preserve them in, per ndampamClinkefdsitst h, 06 t he nar

resolution in annexing the habits of the deserving,gbereponymous Humphry Clinker,
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as a means of remedying bourgeois ex@a}sTobias Smollettmakes a compellingase
for the connection between urban regulation and phigiadth, and argues that national
prosperity cannot flow from regulations alone, but niusteadfirst proceed from the
inside out, cliivating piety and sekdiscipline With its qualified embrace of urban
reform as a tool for improving the healthofth@ dy pol i ti c, Smol |l ettds
problems with relying upon external political solutidaghe dangers of the external
environmentandlooks tothe simplicity of the poor as a panacea for contemporary moral
and physiological decay.

Finally, in chapter four | examinthe representation of the poortiwo of William
Go dwi n 6 Laleb®illianhsssdFleetwood: or, The New Man of Feeljrajongside
Godwi nés pol it icontanporgnhadvances m priatpmicalrstddy. This
chaptertakesmy t he maj or st r ai MeEnquiryCorftaaning ht i n Godw
Political Justice specifically the role that political institutions play in shaping the

individual, and how he accounts for poverty andgber in his political philosophy.

Working fromGoavi né6s stated interest in the fAanal ys
operations of the mind, o and his identificat
the novelist, | urelergtahding & thenpoowy an@ thelrwealth @rsd

wellbeing,overlaps with and diverges from the understanding of an actual eighteenth
century pathological anatomist, Giovanni Battista Morgagni. In particular, | am interested
i n Morgagni 6s ac c o labouisg peaonwhichdorredagthew s es of t he
ailments ad diseases with their work, and the stark contoasiveerhis work and

Godwi n6és much rnofheakth andavellbentiat i¢ graumdedimost
exclusivelyin the cultivation of reason and educati@odwin privileges reason and
education as the adlon to class conflict, but also to the problem of disease, identifying a
rational body politic with a healthy one. Confusion and sadness, for Godwin, are not
isolated problems of the mind, but instead are responsible for producing disease and for
causingdisorders of the body. In this chapter, | explore the links between confusion,
disease, and disorder in bd@laleb Williamsand his later novdtleetwood In the former,

| demonstrate how lack of foresightand reason corresponds wille disease or dister

of their bodies. Withrleetwood | focus on the narrative of Ruffigny, and his brief
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childhood imprisonment as a labourer in the silk mills of Lyons, to illustrate the limits of
Godwi nés pol it i cpadttothepodr. dsscartieytends my amalysie s
of CalebWiliamg o i |l |l ustrate how Godwinds solution =
from poverty, and the exploitation of the poor, is not the elimination of the material
conditions that produce their relative misery, but rather gilnegchildren of the poor a
holiday from class difference until they reach a more reasonable working age. Given the
time to develop their minds and bodies properly before being sent to the mills and
factories, the pastwmised poor will then have the resitie physical strength and mental
dexterity to carry out their monotonous labours with cheerful aplomb, able to combat the
misery of their situation with a stronger identification with the good of others, and to
imagine a happy place to take them away ftbenmiserable one they are Trhis chapter
demonstrates how Godwin uses psesadentific reasoning about the nature of disease
and the body to underwrite his theory of the arignd nature of class divisians

This dissertatiotis ultimately about theonvergence between medical knowledge
about the body and disease with conceptions of the body politie eighteenth centyry
and how these two discourses come togethshape and dienit the possibilities of
imaginingthe world andts less fortunatenhabitantsthelabouing poorand the
otherwise downtrodders the precariousness of life under late capitalism has become an
inescapable fact for so many, itagnoral and civic obligatioto rethink our attitudes

about peerty and the poothothin our own time and in the past.
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Chapter 1:

Abrutall creatureso and t he AlJoumal of the o f t he s

Plague Year

This chapter explores how discourses on the plague shift from a proximal relationship
between the poor anddlplague to an essential one, such that the poor themselves
become a kind of plague. | argue that this shift largely grew out of the spatial coincidence
of the poor with the plague, and a transfer of longstanding negative assodativasn
disease anthe East onto the poor. The contagion, which was widely believed to have
originated in the disordered cities of the Levamt.account of their climate and poor
managementecame aligned with the kind of undesirable economic activity, and
undesirable ecomoic actors, that manke Defoefeared would weaken the nation. The
ambivalence of British attitudes towards the poor, whether seeing them as sympathetic or
hostile or, in some cases, both, was paralleled by developmenéslinal knowledge
about the trasmission of diseas# the Journal,Defoe rejects the notion that the plague
was transmitted by microorganisnsrmedanimalculaby contemporary writers
preferring to ascribe instead to the popular miasmatic theory, which held that the plague
was simpy transmitted through the aBoth explanations, however, ultimately lead to
reinforcing the same conclusion, that the poor are uniquely situated to cultivate disease.
Defoebs preferred miasmatic theory, and the
towards the problem of poor habits of cleanliness and order as the main culprits enabling
the plaguebés transmission.

While it is nearly impossible to discuss disease in the early eighteenth century
without discussing morality, Defoe also drew freely upontemporary medical
literature on the plaguas he wrotéhe Journal These medical writings speculate on the
etiology of the plague, but also commentthe challenge that the poor present to
maintaining public health. Here, the symbolic overlap betweehdtig and the body
politic maintains its rhetorical power, and is usedupportan argument for the
specialized treatment of the poor. While in the poor lese is a distinction made

between the deserving and the undeserving poor, in matters of fpedlilbsurrounding
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the plagudahey are regarded as a monolithic entity. In their inability to provide sufficient
material care for themselves and their immediate environment, the paorebec
emblematic of the disease itsadfthese writersThis chapter dmonstrates how Defoe
relied upon medical understandings of the body and disease to inform his representations
of the poor, and shows how medical advances in the early eighteenth century were
beginning to unsettle the wadktablished associations betw@&emorality and disease.

My consideratiorof A Journal of the Plague Yegakes up three interrelated
concerns: thgendereatontroversy surrounding the microscope in the popular
imagination,especially with respect its tenuous status within natural [gsophy; the
status of the ieducated and the poor in early eighteerghtury political philosophy;
and the positioning of the poor in medical discourse on the plague. My argument draws
together the pol it i cLaviathandnegJohriyo cokfedlsh o mas Hobb
Treatises of Governmeas a basis for understanding the theological and moral content of
eighteentkcentury political and medical writing, and examines the resonance of these
wor ks i n Daonrhatat webDas toatentpsraneous plague wri n g . Hobbesods
Astate of natureo provides the basis for int
relation to the eighteenttentury subject, as well as how it reverberates within models of
public governance suggested in the plague treatiséisis chapter, | suggest that Defoe
views the poor as inherently incapable of reason, and that their incompatibility with civic
order is explicitly constructed along gendered lines.

T

Written during the height of a renewed fear of plague in 1WR&n an outbreak
in Marseilles rekindled fears of a repeat of 1@8anielD e f ocAelaumal of the Plague
Yeari s an information pamphlet in dramatic for
with [the reader], rather for a Direction to themselves to gdhlan a History of my
actings,0 in the hope that people wildl be eq
rather than superstitious speculation, upon which to base their decisions given the very
real possi bil ity 0OHelLdandoghatpéfae grasenissacityi@t urn ( 11)
crisis, gripped by the scourge of the plaguigh its social, economic, and political

structures stretched to their breaking points. As the narrator H.F. wends his way through
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the streets of London, he presents the reatthra grim portrait of the catastrophe with
official records in the form of the Mortality Bills, as well as more informal, affective tales
of the grief, suffering, and pain experienced by the victims of plague.
Schol ar s hilJpurnalhas ieenfiderse dst much of it, perhaps
unsurprisingly, tracks along the problems that concern his narrator H.F.: how to think of
the plague in both religious and secular terms; the meaning and value of community; and
the problems of governance that arise in dipuiealth crisis. Margaret Healy has
emphasized the literariness of the novel in terms of its close ties to the plague writing
tradition in England, reminding us of the re
Nancy Armstrong, Lennard Tennenhouse, artéH2eGabriele all take up the question
of the novel ds relationship with the politic
dramatizes some of the tensions between state control and the formless multitude of the
public. Similarly, George Drake examines hbDwfoe engages with the emergence of
biopolitics in early capitalism. Closely related to these issues of governance and the body
politic, Scott Juengel makan argument for the central role of disgust in the formation
of bourgeois subjectivity and ideastb& nationFor all of their diversity, however, their
concerns circle around a figure that is epagsent but almost never named: the poor.
This chapter is, in some ways, an attempt to amalgamate the related concerns of
these scholars by focusingthéemh r ough t he figure of the poor
the sources he draws upon. The commoner is affected in unique ways by the emergence
of biopoliticalmodes of governancas one who is subject to its laws, but who is

deprived of the presumption dtionality and humanity. WherhomasHobbes

describes fAiSubjectsé in the Kingdom of God, o
or ACreatures Ilrrational; because they under
Hobbes, in his dediinncliwehenfi nfha&nths rra@itdiomtas

is far more inclusive. If the minimum qualification for inclusion in the body politic is

understanding of and respect for Goddés | aw,
stand outside of the boundsofe i | soci ety. Defoe takes wup Ho
Jounali n hi s description of the poor, who poss:«
their proximity with Obrutesd; moreover, | ac

16



two qualities which Hobés defines as necessary for inclusion in the kingdom of God:
understanding and respect for His word, and
Courageo precl udes t hFerefdertree pooraeewatjosy ( Def oe 7
difficult to manage; byther very nature, as fAcreatures irr
disruptive of producing and maintaining civic order.
If the poor, in good times, are a perniciougjlifmatelybenign, threat to the body
politic, in times of crisis, they are an activedarto it.In A Journal of the Plague Year,
Defoe recalls similar arguments that he made nearly twenty years eaflrex Poor
Ma n 6 s. Likelthe eonventions of the plague narrative tradition that he draws upon in
theJournal his argument in thBleais predicated on the equivalence of immorality and
disease. In this excerpt, Defoe underscores the symbolic link between the body and the
body politic when he writes that Al mmorality
Distemper of the Nation: And the g and Parliament, who are indeed the proper
Physicians, seem nobly inclindd to undertake
I n searching for a proper Cure of an Epid
first necessary to know the Cause of that Distemper, from whabfRhg Body,
and from what ill Habit it proceeds; and when the Caudeiiss cover 6d, it i s
removed, that the Effect may cease of its self; bignfoving the Cause will not
work the Cure, then indeed they proceed to apply proper Remedies to theeDisea
it self, and the particular Part afflicted. (25)
WhileinThe Poor Défoadgieskhatéharich shouldlead by example by
living more moral livesthe nature of the arugment posed bylbarnalis slightly
different In theJournal Defoe jons an argument for more robust public policy
measures with an emphasis on the importance of building civic order by example, as
represented in the characters of the poor but-cnrr@ded mensince the wealthy have
fled London well in advance of the plague w0 r sWhileghfe poercate principally
figured as the source of plague, Defoe also seems willing to concede that they are not all
disorderedif only they could model the rationality of their social betters, they could

restoreorder to a city ircrisis.

5The AVices of a Poor Man affect only himsel
all the Neighbourhoodo (32).
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The characters of individual men in theurnalserve as occasions for sympathy
or demonstrate exceptional persistence in the face of suffering: a man who is broken by
the death of his wife and children; the waterman, Robert, who delivers goods to
guarantined people in order to support his family, and thereby demonstrates the moral
necessity of maintaining economic activity in a time of crisis; and the pdiablstory
of the threevanderingmen, Thomas, Richard, and John, whose example demtesstra
the virtues of selbufficiency, and, by spurning charity, the true foundation of a virtuous
society. I n his representation of women, by

pl ague drove many peopl e t o ntgtthensosteash, A Wo me n

fearl ess, and desperate Creatureso (71). As
vi sion, womends unreason ranges from the rel
madness of fAmurtheri ng nlyldees theiricationali@hi | dr eno (

undermine their own selfovernment, their matricidal inclinations symbolically threaten

the reproduction and continuation of the commonwealth. Their irrationality is fed and

maintained by their superstitious beliefs, whichmre o pped up by #APropheci
Astrol ogical Conjurations, Dreams, and Ol d V
ridiculous Stuffo spread by AOracles of the
and those who place their faith in them, to-Rrdightenment modes of thought (2The

contrasting representationstbe good and unruly poare for Defoe,constructed

explicitly along gendered line$he unruly poor are beholden to superstition, and resist

the kinds of knowledge and rationaltyinded pactices, like keeping clean dwellings,

that render them as threats to the kind of civic order that is required to complaipfine:

a practical problem, on the one hand, but,dlsoDefoe,a profoundly moral one.

INnThe Poor MastrédssthaP IDeed,oe pl aces upon | eadirt
by Exampled rather than through punitive | aw
emphasizes the importance of moral reformation, which is embodied in the Men of Good
Example in the novelnd actively resisted bige¢ women Defoe claims murder their own
children(24). But this is only part of his response to the problem of social disorder, since
it does not address the problem posed by those who are beyond the reach of such

fPersuasi ve and Geseindiveluals, iike toass men Who taunsthef o r t h
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father who has just lost his family to the plague, that solutions must come from without,
such as through the more punitive aspects of the poor laws (57). Managing the poor, to
take the case of London as anmapde, was regarded as integral to guaranteeing the

social and economic vitality of the city, and the question of economic support was overtly
framed in moralistic terms. It is in this respect that the King and Parliament effectively
take on the role of plsjcians of the body politic, and the irrationdisruptivemen and
womenthe role of diseasmducing agents who must be eradicated in order to restore

civic order.

While critics such as Maximilian Novak
sympathetic tall afflicted by the plague, especially the poor, the way that Defoe actually
talks about the poor does rfatly supportsuch a sympathetic viewertainly, there is
some measure of sympathy in the notion that the poor are simply without the financial
andintellectual resources to help themseltasarlier writings such abhe Great Law of
Subordi nat i avritten o6lpafewiyehis afterdideurnal, Defoe finds that
thelaboui ng poor fAare indeed the Gri awgolutece of

Necessity to bring them, by severe regulations, to some State of immediate

t h

Subordinationo (85). I n this piece, he seems

Adeservingod and Aundeservingo poor, which
codified n the poor laws, but rather figures thbouing poor more generally as a
pernicious threat to the economic vitality of the natitaking into consideration his
attitudes expressed outside fleeirnalmust give us pause about such optimistic
interpretatbns.

In theJournal Defoe makes the common argument that the podaagely
irrational and stupid, suggésg that this defect has much more grave consequences in a
time of crisis.H.F. takes a similarly strident position when he notes that even
Awhebme Reflectionsd which would normally
people, fAihad a quite contrary Extreme 1in
and stupid in their Reflectionso during t
wickedand t hought!| ess bef or e oasthespertreoftihbe very

plague hadeenlifted and people are beginning to go about their lives once again, is
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haunted by the threat of its possible return. Invoking Psalms 106, H.F. worries that these
peopl e wil!| inevitably be visited by a repea
People it might too justly be said of them,
they sang his Praise, (bludt2)t.heH. Faasd ma nfeonrtgso, t fih
impossible to make any Impression upon the middling People, and the wiatkangng
Pooro during the time of plague because it he
Passions, o0 though it could just as@®asily be
Despite their best efforts during the plague, Ministers and preachers were unable to turn
the poor away from the fAwicked Practiseso of
understanding anshve their souldefoe sees the poor as being uniquglifible, with
their superstitious beliefs erecting a wall that is nearly impervious to reason and good
sense. The problem here is not simply that they hold the wrong beliefs, or persist in their
defective understandings, but that their irrationality fiédpform real barriers to action.
Given his identification of irrationality and superstition with women elsewhere in the
text, Defoe seems to be suggesting that it is these womergreimathrall to outmoded
ways of thinking, that stand in the way of cwneeded reformdn this respect, Defoe
connects the defective understandings and pocgegfrnance of the poan particular
poor womenwith broader issues of public governance, since their ignorance inhibits
their efforts t beathaf eguard the publicds

These irrational, femininédentifiedooor areseenas one of the greatest challenges
to managing public health crises in both the past and the future, by Defoe as well as other
plague writersD e f mevél slraws freely and heavily from contenmgugrand
seventeenttentury plague treatises, in particular those of Richard Mead and Nathaniel
Hodge, entire sections of whose works are reproduced iiotireal Both Mead and
Hodge emphasize the plaguebds f orhmuglgthe or i gi ns
air as well as by contact with infected goods, but they are particularly united in locating
the blame for its spread in the common people, who are intellectually and physiologically
ill-equipped to respond to the threat of the plagbeir habis of living render them
prime targets for disease. As Richatdad writes inA Discourse Concerning Pestilential

Contagion(1720)0fias Nastiness is a great Source of |
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greatest Preservative: which is the true Reason, whydheare most obnoxious to

Di sast er s o fMotetver,depkoiongdovance dodpounds the poverty of

their material circumstances. As Hodge argues, in their willingness to believe in
astrologersod predicti ons rendecedtbeir gamditutbnrsom ¢ o me
|l ess able to resist the Contagiono (4). Perh
evil thought is that there is no real soluti
for which there withdénBl &Rgme diyt oselnht egsgt an
clearodod the Town of most of those Calcul ator
guacks and charlatans who spread such superstition, and peddled false cures for the

plague, is inseparable from a wish tear the town of those who were taken in by these

people Superstitious thinking, and the common people who are infected by it, are a threat

to the body politic which seemingly has no cure but dddth.theory of contagiotihat

runs through the works of Bme, Mead, and Hodgend which informs official

government policy, is predicated not only on reducing the spread of diseasghthr

better sanitary practices, but also on the supposed irrationality of those most susceptible

to infection.

Pragmatic concesabout the management of plague and its victinedikewise
foregrounded iDscolRse €Cdneemidg PhbtlentabGontagiam
particulartheuseofsoal | ed -sfevaamehrer s, 0 poor women who w
the plague of 1665 to find amdcord the number of dead, as well as their cause of death.

Mead abhors the practice, and argues that

instead of ignorant old Women, who are generally appoi@éziichersn Parishes

to enquire what Diseases People dye of, That office should be comtmitted

Understanding and DiligentMen whose business it should |

their findings] to the Magistrates; who should immediaselgd skillful

Physicians to Visit the Houses in the Neighbourhood, especially of the Poorer

sort, among whom thigvil generally begins. (39)

As with Defoedbs concern about deceptive char
undermine the important work of those more scientifieallpded men who are tasked

with combating the pl asgof wgmersbarehdracksalang i st anc e
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the samesetofissudshe f ai l ure of wvision that wunder|l i €
the womenmsearchers is directly related to the importance of reinforcing and maintaining
governmental control over public spacelgublic bodies in a time of crisis. Women
searchers anentrained in their task, and theruds@@ e s not hing to bol ster
faith in the responsiveness and competence of governmental auth®oitrel; upon old
women to perforemst e dtiamgk amfd MUnd gent Meno i
risk to the health of the body politik.s P a u | Mc Dowel | argues, Def o
women searchersd role in producing the Mort a
hi s r ead e roffical réports Bytpurging themhoktheir questionable, low origins
(101). However, while it is a sensible enough proposition to want to employ actual
physicians rather than poor ol d women, Me ad 6
the plague, anthe fact that its eventual abatement was owing to factors other than the
depl oyment of Askill ful Physicians, 0 as H. F.
It is doubtful to this day, whether in the whole it contributed any thing to the stop
of the Infection, and indeed, | canrsaty it did; for nothing could run with greater
Fury and Rage than the Infection did when
Case was thisé that the Infection was pro
as were not visibly infected, who neither kne¥o they infected, or who they
were infected by. (127)
The inefficacy of physiciansé interventions
solutions offered by those such as Hodge and Mead who, for all of their certainty, both
concluded that the Bephysic is to run away.
The breakdown of epistemological certainty is a recurring topic in scholarly
treatments of thdournal, and illustrates the stakes of particular ways of knowing,
whether informed by medical consensus or superstilmyne Lewiand Gary Hentzi
take up the possibility of knowing, and the related issue of accounting for seemingly
i mmaterial phenomena. Lewis argues that Defo
natural and supernatural dimensions of the plague, to strike someeblaéanween an
explanation that relies on God and one that

part of a broader project Ato find some O0i nd
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invisible worldso (85). Ni c holis,arguintbad ger f i nd

D e f adleutaltries to find this elusive middle ground between the natural and

supernatural. This middle ground is Anot con
knowl edge, 0 as H.F. makes many meflieree vati ons
and its effects, but rather fAendorses a subj
validating prose fiction as a vehicle of rel

of events, of course, is constructed on the back of what is ithpliciderstood to be
improbable, or downright impossible, which is the intervention of God in the world by
anything other than natural means. The inclusion of countless anecdotes and stories
amongst H.F. 6s many of fi ci selbutsalsogivesthe gi ves b
novel itself access to an affective truth that cannot be accounted for by numbers and
charts. At the same time, as Gary Hentzi arguesldbmalis an exemplary
Enlightenment text in its fixation with counting, a fixationthatearss f r om t he pl agu
unaccountable nature. The sublime horror of
control o and Athe continuing presence of oth
reinforce the pragmatic and political importance of accogrftn or rationalizing, the
body politic (421). The seemingly irrational nature of the plague represented a challenge
to systems of order, and an opportunity to reinforce the dominion of man over the natural
world by bringing it to heel using the knowlexignd tools created by rational man.

Despite the valuable insights into the existence and nature of microorganisms
offered by microscopic investigatioand the potential value of this work in extending
mandés ¢ ont rthd majorityofrlearneaheninthe periodincluding Mead,
Hodges, and Defoe, roundly rejected the evidence offered by this method because of its
associations with the supernatural and fantastic. Iddhenal H.F. includes evidence
offered by the microscope with other obvigusl wr ong expl anati ons of t
and means of transmission, such as it being retribution from God for the sins of mankind.
While Defoe and others do not discount the involvement of God, per se, they argue that
since God designed the natural vdpthe does not need to resort to supernatural
mechanisms to communicate his will on Earth. Those who interpret the plague as a

supernatural event, H.F. explains:
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I look upon with Contempt, as the Effect of manifest Ignorance and Enthusiasm,
likewise the Omion of others, who talk of infection being carried on by the Air
only, by carrying with it vast Numbers of Insects, and invisible Creatures, who
enter into the Body with the Breath (64)
The reason for the rejection of microscopic evidence is complidatéd,turns on the
interconnections between models of the state and models of the body. As Marjorie
Nicolson has argued, the idea of an invisible world below our senses held dangerous
implications for models of the body that held the soul to be the gi@resource of all
action; such a decentralized idea of human physiology and consciousness threatened to
upend the analogy upon which contemporary models of the state were founded, with a
sovereign directing the operations of governnfémalogies betweevarious organs of
the body and different offices of state in seventeestitury medical literature are, if not
always explicitly stated, certainly latent within the discussions about the body in the
period. The suvisible world revealed by the microgmdisrupted the easy symbolic
correspondence between these two domains; thus does H.F. describe the creatures
revealed by the microscope as fADragons,
affirming their existence only derisively, as he does the old wont® allegedly sees an
angel (Defoe 159, 23). God does play an instrumental role in the world, but it is in
accounting for precisely how he does so that H.F. departs from the rabble. He
acknowledges the role of God in the plague, though he rejects timoroexplanation
that the plague is effected by supernatural means. Rather, H.F. argues that it is a
punishment from God that is carried out naturally; since God created the world, and all

the laws of motion which govern it, he needs no recourse to supemaechanisms,

“Mi croscopes provoked contenti otaphysidabbat e
probl ems of Nature and God?é¢. Chief among
the long warfare oveancientandmodernin the seventeenth century; the stimulation
which the instrument offered to perennial controversies Maturewhich slow
themselves in every age, leading on the one hand to aesthetic queries in regard to the
superiority ofnatureor of art, and to the question whethwatureis or is not
characterized byegularity, proportion, symmetryn the other hand to more profound
ethical and metaphysical problems of Nature and of God: to such questions as whether
Nature shows the limitation, restraint, and moderation of the Deity, or whether Nature
and its Creator are marked by diversity, variety, superabunddnafether Natte is, as
one of the oldest of European traditions had impligdeaum formarunmn which all
possible varieties of being must exist, because of the nature of the Deity which produced
ito (57).
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since such things have no mechanism at all. The immanence of God to the natural world
for writers like Defoevas explanation enougthe existence of microorganisms was both
unnecessary and disruptive

The lack of acceptance of animalaulaeory can be explained at least partly in
terms of the decline in prestige of the microscope in the early eighteenth century.
DeboraPAr mi nt or notes that Athe microscope was
Al exander Pope as an oummrdoGauctipyre hh@tnecy bdfy tuh
6arti fi ci AdMagogeadNason p6irds2olt, while microscopes were seen as
the sophisticated tools of an intellectual elite in the heyday of the Royal Society, by the
early eighteenth century the cost of thmanufacture had declined such that they became
affordable to members of the middliend uppeclasses. They proved exceptionally
popular with amateur philosophers and enthusiasts, and quickly became an object of
fascination for welto-do women. Advertisments for microscopes in the early eighteenth
century directly targeted women in order to
journal entry of November 15, 1710, details his plans to purchase a microscope for his
| ady Syiredsdd a ( q fi alson 42). \Mhile the figure of the virtuoso crossed
gender linesthe practices of the virtuoso became identified with women by the 2720s
As the microscope became a novelty, whether as an object for the amusement of the
ladies or a tool for use by amategphilosophers, so did its discoveries.

Tracing the history of the microscope in scientific, philosophical, and literary
works of the period, Nicolson finds illustrative examples of this phenomenon in two
sources. The first i m,Viftuoso(t676), kameapitalides and wel | 6 s
the popular and scientific enthusiasm surrounding the microscope to suggest the ways in
which the device blurs the boundaries between scientific investigation and conspicuous
consumption. His protagonist, Sir Nidh@a s Gi mcr ac k , Al spends] two
mi croscopes to 6find out the Nature of Eel s

Pl umsdéo (26). Nearly forty years | ater, the

®> Nicolson cites a number of comic representations of theogo figure in the late

seventeenth century including W lliam Kingébs
Wright 6s 1693 adkepé¢namle Viruososo § aMebi Mr kel er 6s 172
of Al ady SkKumeursofOrford nS ahmuse IA HBIWt lIbera&@®®; Susanna

Cent | Bold 8teke foraWife and, of c ourGuel,!l iJvoenraétsh alr aS/veil
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proves a potent culturaésource when Joseph Addison writes a fictional will for Sir
Nicholas inThe TatlemNo. 216. In it, he criticizes those men who neglect the more
profound aspects of Iife in favour of becomi
animalcules, and thosetrii ng rari ties that furnish out th
While the critique levied by Addison and Pope and others was rooted in an argument
against conspicuous consumption, it wultimate
true knowledgeisaqui red t hrough ordinary unassisted
in Armintor 632). That is, all things worth knowing, that being which God means us to
know, must be visible to the unassisted eye.
objections to the mroscope were premised on a distinction between true and false
vision, good taste and bad, and access to legitimate knowledge was denied the
fashionable women and Gimcracks of the world on the basis of their shallow curiosity.
The stuff of microscopegor many writersseemed too close to the stuff of superstition.

Nonetheless, the work of animalcular theory persisted from the seventeenth
century well into the eighteentbmbracing the knowledge of the natural world gained
from horticulture and microspes The model of the body proposed by these renegade
philosophers did not represent a radical departure from accepted knowledge, even though
its opponents cast it as such; rather, it represented a decentralization of the relation
between body and soul. the late seventeenth century, Francis Glisson, ifiraistatus
de natura substantiae energetical 6 72 ) , argued that dall matt el
primitive form of | ifed (HenryThdAmtdmy Si mi l ar
of the Brain and Nwes(1684) that the soul is material and coextensive with the body,
whose organs are capable of communicating between its different parts and are partially
independent of the brain and nervous system (Muri 143). More contemporary to the
writing of theJournal, we find the spirit of Glisson and Willis advanced in the
animalcular theory of the botanist Richard Bradley as well as the physician Benjamin
Marten. Both Bradley and Marten published works on the origin and spread of disease
that were critical of tb predominant scientific understanding, in particular the idea that

in the airo and coul d be

2

di sease was simply

and smoking out onedés home. Bradley, a botan
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introduced his thegrof contagion ifNew Improvements in Planting and Gardening,

published in 1718. In his chapter on blights, Bradley sought to provide a more convincing
explanation of the origin and nature of this disease, which was commonly supposed to

spread through thair indiscriminately. At the beginning of tlBeurnal H.F. accounts for

the spread of the disease as being transmitt
the Physicians cakffluvia, by the Breath, or by the Sweat, or by the Stench of the Sores

oft he sick Personso (3). While Bradley did nc
some extent, for the spread of blight, he argued that there had to be another primary
mechani sm at work: namely, Ainsects. o A[T] he
Afare [either] brought to us by Easterly Wi nd
is necessary to hatch the eggs, which were already there lying dormant (54). In this

respect, he agreed somewhat with Richard Mead, who also affirmed that plague was

fibred in the Eastern or Southern Parts of th

winds could not be the primary cause for the simple reason that, if this were so, the effect

of blight would be uniform acrecmtaaryahlyl veget a
a single Branch it may be, or some other distinct Pafdartoc ( 55) . As Mel vi n
observes, whereas Richard Meadbés theory of t

physics, Bradl eyds #dAliving ampeicaltfindingsefory of d
gardeners, horticulturalists, owners of botanical gardens, [and] the microscopic

di scoveries of Leeuwenhoek and Hookeodo (569,

Bradl eyds work is more finely attuned to
environments, and nemumanaget s; he fi gures the relationsh
Bodieso and their environment in a way that

consequentiality of human action, from a world in which we are wholly immersed and

yet from which we are completely alieadtHe ascribes rationality to ndruman agents,

insofar as they were observed to follow predictable patterns of behaviour. The localized
nature of Dblight I ed Bradley to affirm that
cause of blight. They did natdiscriminately attack plants, without reason; rather, he

obser ved Insécthds itsipmpelRlantyor Tribe ofPlants which it naturally

requires for its Nourishment, and will feed

27



why fit hat Wogsodhatehesithe Gatebpillars upon the Afpkes, will not

any way infect t he -@ dlemappardntconmectiorobetwe€rhtieer r y o (5
nature and transmission of blights and the plague, in that both were thought to be tied to

the wind, was againly not lost on Bradley. He concludes his chapter on blights by
including a Acurious Letter relating to Pl ag
by a Sir Robert Baft.He begins his discussion, like many other writers on the plague, by
preempthn g t he i dea that fpreterthjuesnsd] to gi ve a
Pestlence8 may be thought by some t oAlmghtoer t oo f
(80) . Rat her, he argues, Go d\Natirewhithhehas act s c o
instituted 0 ( 8 1) . Bal | goes on to question the pre
according to the same logic that Bradley invokes in his consideration of blights. If it is

true that AQuantity [is] only computsed to be
our Eyes are capable of seeing without the h
At hat Space was confinéd to our Understandin
confirms what is | atent in Bradl ebeds wor k, n
world must necessarily give pause to natural philosophers, since it introduces new limits

to the scope of human understanding.

Benjamin Marten is less circumspect than Ball in stating the connection between
microorganisms and diseaddarten argueth at @A Ani mal cul a are much n
the true and direct Cause of the Plague we a
Bradley, he rejects the hypothesis of Richard Mead, who attempted to locate the origin of
diseases in terms of an imbalance withinithe d i vi dual . Humor al theory
dark and unintelligible,d and furnishes only
disease. Though he does not completely discard the humoral model, he explains why he
finds it unsatisfactory:

an Obstructia of the common Emunctories, or Stoppage ofasoustomed

Evacuationé may create disorderly Motions

thinking, that these are only Secondary Causes that accidentally aid and promote

® There seems to be little available information about Ball. We may suppose, however,
that he is a natural philosopher who is well acquainted Britldley, or at least his work,

since he frames his letter as a continuation of a discussion that the two of them had had
regarding the similarities between the nature and origin of blights and that of plague (80).
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some othePeculiar, LatenandEssental Cause which | suppose must be joined

with themé before this -4 sease can be pro

This cause is difficult to ascertain, but it
(40). He hypothesizes that tiesomeeetdatne of many
Species of Animal cula or wonderfully minute
A d d i <adercss of the Christian Religion Mar t en finds dAit i s ama

the I nfinity of Animals wmaht ehiich peopledt o
green Leaf swarms with inhabitakiklaeno (42 qgtd
cannot help but conclude that these ani mal cu
Instinct the Divine Author of all Beings has implanted in tbem ( “P&Hhaps because of
his faith, and not in spite of ikartenis able to accept thathat he sees before him
under the microscoges a conti nuation of Godbds <creation
aberration.

As the microscope revealed a whole ectsysbeyond our vision and easy
comprehensionyriterslike Marten, Bradley, and Baslought to reconciléhis worldwith
contemporary theology anlbleunderstanding of the natural worMarten notes an
analogical correspondence between animalcula andrmbeiagsanimalculah ave fdal |
ot her Parts proportionable to its Nature, as
Vessels and Canals, as we ar e, iWhilewisi ch FI ui
correspondence confirmed some essential link betweetwo, accepting that
correspondence was not so simple, singgribduced some theological and philosophical
difficulties for supporters and detractors of the microscope alike. For seventeenth
century political theory, which derived much of its exgtory power from the analogy
between the human body and the body politic, the idea that tiny creatures share the same

biology with us was regarded as threatening to the central authority of the sovereign.

"This passage is itself a modified quotat n o f Gal endés AA Hymn to th
which we find inThe Tatlerl19. In this issue, Addison tells the reader that reading the
Aheat hen anatomi sto he dreamt of a conver sz

virtues of the microscope, whichallowss t o fAdescry millions of
gr een | e ap.30). Evandn his dréatn, however, he rejects the focus on such
mi nute creatures, since Adit 1 s certain, the

are more struck with the descrgt of everything that is great and bulky. Accordingly
we find the best judge of human nature setting forth his wisdom, not in the formation
of these minute animals (though indeed no |
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Marten articulates one of the central issuethigftheological and political dispute when
he discusses the cause of motion in animal cu
regulate their Motions by Rule and Compass, but act and move according to the Natural
Instinct the Divine Author of all Beingshasp | anted in themo (73). Th
extends to these creatures that are invisible to thevayeot, in itself, controversial,
since even Addison acknowledged that it is simply more evidence that God touches
everything

Defoe rejects the animaculdneory for a number of reasons, precisely because he
could not reconcile it with his theology, or with his understanding of the body and the
naturalworld.le ss convi nced of forbaeoetheii®r agoopeds val
Snakes, Ser pdhattthe micrascopevdaled; evénsf they were perhaps
part of Godos mthimganbre thamgigsities sincesthey were ltob small
to have any consequence in human afféirsfoe 159)Beyond the issue of relevance,
the more troubling thinfpr Defoe is that animacular theory threatens his understanding
of infection and the bodyrather than admitting the existerafethese creaturess further
evidence of the diversity of divine ordbe deemsnimalculatheoryasia Di scour s e
fullofleamed Simplicity, 0 and he derides those

who talk of infection being carried on by the Air only, by carrying with it vast

Numbers of Insects, and invisible Creatures, who enter into the Body with the

Breath, or even at the Ponegh the Air, and there geratie, or emit most acute

Poisons, or poisonous Ovae, or Eggs, which mingle themselves wiotia

and so infect the Body (64)
The danger with this explanation is that it cuts against the accepted miasmatic theory,
which hel d that #FRimasevhich¢he RPhgsicians Glieduriads , o
were responsi bl e for spreading the disease.
Vital Parts of the Said sound Persons, putting their blood into an immediate ferment, and
agitating t Hveasma th&pyipresupgpases thatonvile the cause proceeds
from the outside, the capacity for disease already inheres within the individual; the
disease is a ferment or agitation of existing fluids. By contrast, animalcular theory,

according to Marten, argsehat this agitation is a secondary cause that proceeds from
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some other fApeculiaro cause. Def oedbs derisiywv
explanation is effectively a rejection of the idea that disease does not correspond to the
character of the indigual, or that it does not serve as a token of moral impitity.true
danger of animalcular theqryn other wordsis that it has the potential to absothe sick
of the moral esponsibility for their condition.

The idea that animalcula, rather thamsma, was the primary cause of disease
was controversial for many like Defdayt it found support in the work of animalcular
theorists such as Ball and Marten, as webthgrs likethe seventeentbentury physician
Francis GlissonHis ideas, howevetike those of Ball and Marten, did not enjoy a very
wide base of supporGlisson rather controversiallp r oposed fAa new met aph
l' iving mattero that fAhinged upon the notion
premised on the idea thainse perception arises out of the organization and coordination
of Aincreasingly complex and organized modes
perceiving sense. That is, what we think of
number of perceiving ages) these inputs are coordinated through the mind and given the
impression of coherence when, in fact, sense is more prapetgrstoodis a secondary
property of being. This theory was controversial since it amounted to claiming that the
soul is not thenimating principle of man, but rather that the soul is beholden to
innumerable, imperceptible little creatur€l i sson does not suggest t
creatureso arefipnsemaltddal t awgpwahagess. but not
Glisson develop# his theoryabout animalculan the basis of the Aristotelian maxim that
Anature does not indulge in supplying superf
animalcular line of argument that the forms of life revealed by the microscope provided
moreppof of the majesty of Godédés creation (Gic
why nature shaped so many sense organs, [is] so that the imagindugopublic offices
in charge of the animal governméntnay be fully furnished with the knowledge of the
actions to perform, seek, or avoido (Glisson
not sway the opinions of many, notably including the Cambridge Platonists Henry More
and Ralph Cudworth, who objected to Glissona

peripheral and pluralistic organization resulting from innumerable centers of life and

31



perceptioné could be used to justify a condi
anarchyo (Giglioni 485). The anal ogy bet ween
governmenttherefore, was not merely a literary or philosophical abstraction, but rather
an ideahatheld serious implications for the work of physicians like Glisson.

Animalcular theory represented a potent threat not only to established medical
theories about nmaand his relationship to the environment, but also to political theories
that owed much of their rhetorical power to fregceivedcorrespondence between the
body and the state. The most obvigostemporaryext in which this idea finds traction
isinTho ma s  H bebidiharsirowhich the body is both literally and figuratively the
siteofpowerHobbes famously held that the ADesigne
their individual liberty for their own preservation and a better life (93). Men are
poltcal | y united by an #AArtificiall o covenant
strength upon one Man; 0 the multitude of men
CommonWe al t h, 6 and the sovereign is entrusted

govern(95). The limits of sovereign power, as well as the source of crime, are founded in

the body as well . I n chapter 29, AO0f those t
ofaCommorAWe al t h, 06 Hobbes c¢cl aims that gplitical
which is a tenuous thing at best. He argues

to, their Commorwealths might be secured, at least, from perishing by internall

di seaseso (162). Hobbes reminds upasdtlmf t he ne
Ai nternal di seaseso0 are nearly inevitable, s
they think they are. ATherefore when they co
violence, but intestine disor dhehelpafawiybbes ar
able Architect, be compil ed, iAnmattulaany ot her

theory threatened to erect such a fcrazy bui
understanding of the body, thereby scrambling the politicldrahat it authorized.
Hobbes explicitly links a defective political constitution with the trope of the
diseased body, which shares much in common with the defective mind. In this respect, he
|l ocates the origin of -nesoftheuildiagl ihthodewhe ases, 0

are the embodi ment of transgression against
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Excuses, and Extenuations, 0 Hobbes defines <c
A ASinned is a criinen,byanidnteenrctoingpm,s siefs mMmtota a
Transgression of a Law, but also any Cont emp
hand, is also a sin, but one that is acted upon (146). Both partake of the same source,
which fAis some def e cfihedbyfHobbds simply asdgnaramdeandi ng, O
(147). Ignorance sets a man at odds with God and the law because, not understanding or
knowing the law, he is quite likely to be at odds with it since he does not know how to
behave properly. Closely related to ignoraiscerationality, which Hobbes argues is
characterized by a defect Ain Reasoning, [ wh
clearly identifies irrationality with those who hold a different, or wrong, opinion; that is,
you are irrational if you do nditelieve in God, and if you are a contemptible atheist, you
are invariably a sinner, a criminal, or, quite likely, both. Hobbes also distinguishes
another kind of irrationality that is more e
and ACr etaitawumreelsl d rwhao Aunder stand no Precepts
mai ntaining the separation between the irrat
civilization is owing to the fact that they exist in dialectical relation with one another.

The socihalso reveals its ambivalent origins in that feeling which, Hobbes
argues, Aenclines men to peace: 0 fear. Fear
stability guaranteed by a commonwealth, but fear is also what, according to plague
writers, thregens the stability of the commonwealth in times of crisis. Margaret Healy
discusses the ambivalent value of fear in the novel, which is closely related to the
guestion of the extent to which the state of nature persists in society.Joutimal,the
poorare identified with animals in their inability to regulate their fear. The rhetoric of
Abrutal ityod assocJoarhakcd owietl ty tcloe rpc@ro nidrs  tt loe
terms which were intertwined in the eighteenth century. The Oxford definitib or o6 br ut al
firstliststhenowo bs ol et e sense Aof or belonging to ¢t}
nature of abbutwaleg) anOmatd e (dixampl es given f
Thomas HdbildoghisabRudiments hi ¢ h ¢ ohmgoasent of tha$d brutall
creatures [which] is natural, [to] that of n

AiBrutal 0). This sense of'cedtbry, asevadendedimont i nues
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another example given by the OED in the work eb@e Stanley Faber, a clergyman
and religious writer in the Church of Engl an
(Faber gtd in ABrutal o). Given the shared th
this correspondence suggests Defoe is invokigydpecific sense of the word. The poor,
for Defoe, are therefore simultaneously both human and other, embodying the
contradictory persistence of a state of nature within society, as well as the difficulty of
maintaining the separation, both symbolicandt ual , bet ween fAnatureo
Acivilization, 06 Ahumano and animal . o0 Just as
does the spectre of animality persist within the individual, something which must be
categorically rejected, or suppressed in favour bftu vati ng oneds reason.
ambivalence about the value of fear, and whether it drives men to peace or to faction, is
rooted in uncertainty about higamithal,dribrutglust t owa
nature.

H.F. notes the way that the fear engened by plague, whether in terms of the
horror experienced by those who witness its effects, or the extreme dread that
accompanies the discovery that one is infected, has such a powerful effect on people as to
be capable of distorting the line betweenhhbenan and the animal. This distinction is
ultimately rooted in the difference between the animate and inanimate, as expressed
above, where the separation between human an

in the Lockean vein. In one passage, H.fs &l a mother who is driven to extremes of

grief wupon discovering her daughter is infec
says, but rather this terror fAseizdd her Spi
houseé void ofsall GBeaseament af hea Senses. 0O

Anever came throughly [sic] to herself again
humanityto her fear, andhe terror engendered by the plagué 0 ) . H. F. deems th
extr aor diatthe sagnén2 heslistditasbeingmong one of #Ai nnumer

|l i ke caseso0O that coul didehtitedafelvpeaoplaeleryeveek i n t he
whosupposediyliedofear fBesi des whoappagently litehaly diedeoly s ,

far,i t h e r eeaviNembers fgghted to other Extreams, some frighted out of their

Senses, some out of their Memorasl).Thand some o
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plague not only upsets social order, but also quite literally rocks the foundation of
humanity, as it evauates people of the very qualities which make them human: sense,
memory, and understanding.

While Defoe is, in one respegterhapsiescribinga uniquepsychological
disorder wrought by the plague, he is also tapping into a set of tropes that governed
depictions of social unrest during the seventeenth century. Diego Rosello notes how
Hobbesbds contemporaries used the idea of |lyc
del usi onal experience of turning into an ani
to describe the political and religious turmoil that produced the English Civil War.

Lycanthropy is invoked not only as an effect of civil disorder, but also as its cause. H.F.

hypot hesizes that it might halaysorbé etnhe as t he
Influence of the Dogst ar 6 t hat brought about the plague
conditions for its emergence in people who already had the seeds of infection (Defoe

138). Whatever the cause, whether mythological or natural, these writers imagined th

l oss of civil and political order as a mani f
who threatened not only to plunge England into a state of civil anarchy but also served as

a terrifying reminder of the immanence of animality within society and¢lee for its

suppression.

Defoe and his contemporariesd desire to n
persistence of the fAanimal o6 in man is reflec
management of the poor. The repeated emphasis on the absolute difbéthegaoor
undercuts Novakés and othersé arguments for
of the screaming, wailing, primal desperation of the poor, who are left to suffer inplague
stricken London deliberately calls to mind the nambal animalHe observes that the
poor go about the city with fia Sort of bruta
ani mals rather than men. Having neither fARel
neither by God nor reason (Defoe 75). This isthe sameeehsefibr ut al 6 t hat Ho
invokes in hisPhilosophical Rudiments Concerning Government and Soaietyhich
he distinguishes the Aconsent of those brut a

men [which is] by c¢omp a dstdistimguishgdfront Beastb&k5. 7 8) .
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the use of reason, which is the means by which men can rise above a state of nature to
enter into political society; Awi thout speec
contracts and are therefore left at the mercy of theral gregariousnesdiving a
brutish and predatory existenceo (Rosell o 26
Creatureo he encounters in the street is but
ani malistic poor in Deéebpedd trest. oFThiemtmamnd
enter into Speech wi WhleHrelamems his aondjtionptimeee el s e 0
is little he can do to communicate with him: this man reinforces the difficulty of
governing the poor becaustan unsociabilitylat is fundamental to their beirgeyond
civilization, and seemingly without reason, the poor are closely associated with the
sublime qualities of the plagum terms of their ability to disrupt social order, and their
ungovernability

Some of the poaare simply disruptive, however, as we find in one scene from the
novel. WhileH. F clans tonarrativeauthority rests on his ability to relate these events
in a deliberate, rational manner, while being unaffected, or at least not sent into a frenzy

by, the horrible sights around hjrhe seems to be brought to the limits of his patience

and good will by some of the men he encountemscFe d wi t h t he #Ahel l i sh
Rall eryo of the men who he finds mocking the
childrento the plaguehenotesheiginot at al |l di scompqgsed at th

andmanages to maintain his composure (Stich men, howeveaye evil:
that which was the worst in all their devilish Language was, that they were not
afraid to blasphemed@él, and talk Atheistically; making a Jest at my calling the
Plague the Hand of God, mocking, and even laughing at the Word Judgment, as if
the Providence of God had no Concern in the inflickoffysuch a desolating
Stroke; and that the People calling ogéod, as they saw the Carts carrying away
the dead Bodies was all enthusiastick, absurd, and impertfa&nt
H. F.6s strong rebuke of these men aligns the
gualities that distinguish the enemies of God fromfHénds are somewhat ambiguous.
The line between a subject of God and an enemy is joined to the ability to believe as

much as it is to holding the belief that there is a God, and that His laws govern the world;
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the latter, according to Hobhesa r e jedissall tBeurest, are to be understood as
Enemi eso (181). Tnhoecskei ni gmpae rnai riDéésectehdymedn ,f ami | y
locateswithin the latter campJohn Locke draws a similar distinction in Aiso Treatises
bet ween Godods s ueb,jarel predicates it, ike Hobbes, enrthe capacity
for reason. When a manoés | ife is threatened
argues, it is Areasonable and justo to destr
under the ties of the Commonwaf Reason, [and] have no other Rule, but that of Force
and Violence, and so may be treated as Beast
seemingly without reason or rationality are equivalent to animals, and may be justifiably
treated as such.

With exampledike these, it seems to leasy to say that Defoe identifies the poor
as particularly blameworthy for worsening, if not also perhaps causing, a crisis, in their
inability to model civic virtues let alone basic human deceldefoe seems ambivalent,
howeve, about whether the poor are to be blamed for the plague, or whether they are to
receive the greatest share of the reader 6s c
plague, as H.F. witnesses in thaurnal are driven to a particular kind of madnesg an
are evacuated of their right reason by the immanence of death all around them. It is easy
to condemn those who are unambiguously evil in their words and actions, as with the
men who jeer at the devastated father, but less easy to condemn others logfore be
struck by the plague. H.F. would no doubt agree with Locke that the afflicted are, in a
sense, in a state of war with society, since they not only essentially threaten violence
against others by their very enxtotaskeavay e, but
from them every thing else, o0 either by unint
intentionally, as in the case of thieves, by threatening the property as well as the
livelihood of their neighbours (279). In this sense, it is difficoitDefoe to separate, as
it was for many of his contemporaries, compassion for the poor and fear of them in times
of scarcity or, in this case, of disaster.

This same ambivalence towards the poor follows Defoe in his appropriation of the
English plague wting tradition, his position in which, Margaret Healy argues, is

essential to the r dauwrdalrmss wanldewsrtlkasdasngTlodmad
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A Treatise of the Plague 1 6 0 3 ) , T h oloralan Lddle Badkls30)) William
Bul | A&Dialogwe against the Fevdd564), and countless early modern sermons on
the topic, plague is consistently fAconstrued
incited to wrath and vengeance through manos
explicitly taken g by theJournal as H.F. tells the reader that the plague was certainly
the mani festation of Goddés anger, even if he
causation. By resituating tl®urnalwithin the Protestant English tradition, Healy
remns us of how Defoebs fiaesthetic goals were
oneso ( 2 6Wwhilethdlwralelearly,belongs tthe plague writing tradition
Defoemuddles theommonmoral framework othatnarrative displacing the
consequeres for the offense against God from the more mobile gembry have mostly
all fled the city at the opening of the novahto the common poor who are left to suffer.
If the Journaldoes belong to the tradition of the plague narrative, Defoe placessit the
with some caveats
He maintains the integrity of the novel &s
tradition, in one way, by relocating the source of sin in the East. In the opening lines of
the novel, Defoe explicitly connects the origin of plague toijorérade. He is not
definitive about its origins, whkichist magt ofil ty wi
was come into Holland againo (5). However, t
Italy, the Levant, Turkey, Crete, and Cyprus, péaitee imagined origin of plague in the
southeast. Both Nathaniel Hodges and Richard M@#ajue writers more contemporary
to Defoe,identify thediseasas a fAmaker of War, 0 both in its
argues in favour of adopting his plamsf managi ng t he plague, beca
should be always provided with proper Means
(Dedication). Hodges is even more explicit in making this link, and illustrates the
destructive capacity of the plague wath analogy to war:
although it seemed once to slay as Parthians in their Flight, it soon returned with
redoubled Fury, and kill éd not by sl ow Pa
Seizure; not unlike what is often seen in Battle, when after some Skirmishes of

Wings, and separate Parties, the main Bodies come to engage; so this Contagion at
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first only scatter about its Arrows, but at lasvered the whole City with Death

(12).
The metaphor is apt and obvious enough, but the analogy that Hodges draws with the
Parthians, in reference to any number of wars and skirmishes between the ancient Roman
and Parthian armies, does more than simply ground his metaphor in ancienthistory.
Rather, the specificity of this link is illustrative of the Orientalizing rhetoriErmgglish
plague writers who located the origins of the scourge in the East. Rewriting the plague as
an Eastern phenomenon reaffirms their godlessness, and their lack of hygiene and good
public policy likewise reaffirms their lack of sefbvernment.

Thelink between plague and the East was made by Mead and Hodges as well as
the animalcular theorists, and illustrates the ways in which, while the mechanisms of the
pl aguebds transmission spurred much debate, a
pathdogy as arising out of the excess and poor management charactefistie
uncivilized East. On the origin of the 1665
all owed, that the Contagion came by Cotton i
Easterno Sout hern Parts of the Worl dé chiefly o
in those Countries, who are stupidly Careles
agreed on the origin of the plague, that it
Hol |l and, 6 by way of ATurkey in Bails of Cott
the pestilential St eams. For that Part of th
because of the ADisposition of Se@ ons and T
30). Even Richard Bradley averred that the Orient is directly or indirectly responsible, as
either Athe Eggs of those Insects are brough
of those winds is necessary to hatch them (54). Benjamin Martersallowvh at fAi t may
be impossible but that several Species of Animalcula flying or floating in the Air, may, at
their largest Growth and utmost Perfection, be so wonderfully minute to be capable of
entring into our Bodies evergewhare pkeameabh
Pestilential, and other Epidemick Diseases a

their Ova, or Eggs, being deposited in the Bodies, or Cloaths, or Goods of Travellers,

8 Parthia refers to a historical ieg in northeastern Iran.
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&c. o0 (48, 53). The ordctigfactors, amnd thé dacoeptesl dotiomot onl vy
that it is in the air, but also to poor sanitary practices. While the poor were obviously not
the source of the infection, and certainly were not among the travellers and traders who
brought the plague back to Englatiigy came to be identified with the ignorance and
poor selfcarethat wascharacteristic of those in the East who allegedly bred the disease.
In their relative poverty and lack of understanding, the poor serve as ideal proxies on
which to map British fearof foreign excess and contamination.
The poor therefore occupy the ambivalent position of being both English and
Other; they are to be rejectaah account of their lack of sense and understanbtirg,
also in some measure cared for, since they are oesain obligations as English
citizens. The question, then, of whether the poot@abe considered ma k er s of war o
one that depends on the degree to which the poor are identifiably foreign, or antithetical
to rationality, religion, and setliscipine. While Defoe presents many examples of how,
in Scott Juengéls wor d s, presdrs] a nradical thneat to éultural
systematizatiodét whciacnh onl'y be tamed through the feff
tragic human wastenot all of the poor in thdournalare portrayed in such negative
terms(140).If Air epul si on operates as a hierarchical
bour geoi s isthempvel,@s ScottiJuengel argues, just as important to consider
are the examples that Defoe presaftthe poor who are not superstitious, afflicted, and
wailing: those who persist and do not succumb to their baser nét38s
These exception® the rule, the exceptional pobelp us to identify how British
subjectivity is negotiated at its mamg, and the role that the poor play in signalling what
is desirable One such example is the story of the waterman, Robert, whom H.F. finds
walking along the sea wall. H.F. discovers that he has a wife and two children who are
afflicted, and while he doast come near them, he is utterly devoted to supporting them.
Robert embodies all of the qualities which H.F. finds lacking in the generality of the poor,
and his description of him underscores his e
Heaven, wih a Countenance that presently told me, | had happened on a Man that was no
Hypocrite, but a serious, religious good Man

faith, he also continues to make a living in the plaguwaged economy, entirely for the
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benefit of his ailing family. As a waterman, he lives and works out of his boat, serving the

families and merchants living on their own boats outside of town for fear of the infection,
Atend[ing] on them to fetch Tibabsoytely f or t hem,
necessary, that they may not be obliged to c
his patrons from infection by purchasing fresh meat and eggs from towns outside of

London, so far unafflicted, and in this manner contributes in some isreasure to

maintaining the bonds of civilization through his labour and good will to others. Though

he had fAparted with no Money all that Year, 0
of his decision is confir mesd asiwelltaHeavéeny A Si gns
as t o meadel of8elflgssness, humility, and hard work, the waterman embodies

an idealized mercantilism, possessing those qualities that H.F. finds wanting in others of

his kind.

Another example of poor people not atlatiking in religion or prudence can be

found in the story of the three men fAiwhose s
a Mor al in every Parto (100). H. F. prefaces
Condition, that the whole Body ofh e Peopl e were in, o0 and the v

management that exacerbated the crisis, particularly in its early phases. While in his
journalistic writing, Defoe was a strong proponent of decisive action on the plague, and
we hear echoes of that this passage, it is clear that his advocacy in this regard does not
supersede his belief in the firm necessity for individuahsiénce. This story of the
three men is given as fAa Patern for all/l poor
Time comes againo (100). Peter DeGabriele not
narrative point of view, in that it is the longest of the secondary narratives within the
Journal and H.F., moreover, withdraws himself entirely from its telling, thusg it a
|l egiti macy and prominence that he never acco
of particular note for its allegorical nature:

the three men who make up the party form, together, three important branches of

state: Thomas the sanaler is the treasurer who supplies and controls the

opublick Stockd; Richard the Joyner is in

dwellings and amenities for the group; and John is a soldier and the leader of this
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small military state. (13)
While DeGabrieleuse t hi s story to demonstrate the Air
sufficiency and survival, o | want to focus o
of charity and poverty.
These three men are forced to leave the city for their own survivaiHaut
conditions this choice is a lack of gainful employment. With the evacuation of much of
the purchasing power of London to the countr
standstill. Indeed, the economic consequences of the plague distressed Daich as
its health effects. At the beginning of the story, Thomas is worried about being forced out
of his lodging, since his hosts are afraid that, as he goes to work and returns each day,
they face a greater risk of infection if they keep him. John fasasilar situation, as his
place of lodging is all but completely evacuated save for one maid, who is to leave the
following week, and to lock the doors behind her. The men set off, and after much
wandering, find themselves outside the gates of Walttmmsthere the Constable will
not permit them to enter despite their assurances of being free of the plague. The dispute
bet ween John and the Constable of the town c
the towndés right t o nfectiensas well astoisafeguam wanishs af et vy
resources. The Constable is eventually persuaded to give the men some provisions, and
following a short stay they move on to Epping, where they set up camp in the open forest
north of the city. There, they are notf®rtunate. The next day, after attending the market
to buy some supplies, and spending the next several days at their camp without issue, the
three men are confronted by many of the townspeople who, justifiably alarmed at the
arrival of the plague in tliretown only a few days previous, demand that the men leave
immediately. John responds to their concerns by assuring them they are not among the
men who are rumoured to have plundered nearby Walthamstow by force, and attempts to
gain their trustbyrecouess t o of fering them assurance fthat
Account of themselves any Body coudd desire
Pl aces of Abode, that so they might be call o

mi ght be ld®6i)lt yothm@s( promi se to the townspec

assurance that they will fulfill the terms of the social contitaety will not resort to
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stealing or violence, even if the men choose not to give them any charity (116). The
t own s p e orpi$ ultihatelywlwout their own security, but the way that they frame it
i's instructive: Ayou can give us no Security
and to the Inhabitants, any more than you can of being dangerous to us as to the
| nf e q116).dhe aonflation of these two issues speaks to the way in which the plague
is figured as both an economic and an epidemiological threat to social order, and how the
poor embody these intersecting concerns.
The townspeopl es 6 iatheghree imenermadtschesamat | et t i n
principles uporwhich theEnglishPoor Lawwasbasedthey are only willing to dole out
their sympathy and support to those who can
framework established by the state: those who are atdrial threats to the social and
economic health of the commonwealth, and who are not immaterial threats to its moral
integrity. Not only are the townspeople worried about the prospect of infection from these
strange men, but they are also, crucially, ilig to relieve those who do not deserve
their kindnessln the absence of a material assurance in the form of a certificate of health,
such as were issued during the Plague to those of sound health, the townspeople have no
external guarantee that thaeen do not threaten their health and wellbeing. In this

respect, the management of the diseased as describedauthalbears certain

compelling similarities to the management of
Laws. The Poor Laws were premisech t he i dea that #@Athere i s nc
any Kingdom or People, as Sloth and 1 dl eness
be obliged Ato be Useful to themselves, and

between different kinds of po people: those who are poor by defect, sickness, or
misfortune, and those who are poor by thriftlessness and criminality; the former are to be
relieved by alms and taxes, while the latter are to be set to work or punished. In doing so,
these laws creataaisystem of rewards and punishments that were intended to facilitate
the creation of a Christian commonwealth. By distinguishing between legitimate and
illegitimate poor parishioners, the Poor Laws were designed to guard against the
reproduction of sin ahvice either by denying aid to the poor or publicly beating them.

That the men are finally able to win over the good will of the townspeople in the
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absence of external guarantees of their character signifies that they are not the bad kind of

poorpeopleJ ohn i s wultimately able to persuade t he

rationally and smoothly to them, o0 and expl ai

when we were at home, so we will oblige ourselves fully to repay you, if God please to

bing us back to our own Families and Houses i

selfsufficiency is ultimately what wins over the compassion of the townspeople and,

after a few days, the mendés fAquiet inoffensi

Opini on of the Country, and People began to p

they are given many bundles of straw by one man, and some food by a parish minister

(117) . By persuading the people that, they wo

and by making a promise to repay their charity, John is able to convince them that they

are poor by circumstance, and not by choice. In this respect, they present themselves as

respectable poor, who wish only for their survival insofar as they aretnwtlan to

ot her s. It is no wonder that this story is o

the reasonable and geodtured John responds to the suspicions and abuse of the

townspeople with grace and understanding, eventually winning them ovetugyof his

unblemished character. This is how all the poor should be, Defoe is undoubtedly saying.
Defoebs inOltdsi®od odnecdrening the I nfectio

within the main body of thdournalalso takes up the issue of how to mantagepoor in

a section ficoncerning |l oose Persons and idle

passage in th@rdersconflate the poor with disease by noting the strong correspondence

between their movement and that of the infection, but it also providiéef evidence of

the ways in which the poor exist within a continuum of animal objects, in the sense

previously discussedhis part of theDrderssets out restrictions on the movement of

beggars, who Aswarm i n everausepfitespecadangp out t he

of the Infection, o6 and grants authority to c

severelyo execut e t hefodechoestheadgngear that dDedessu c h per s

identifies writingini Gi vi ng al ms no ichafmMbaryt benbddt wENQI &

of clamouring, unimploydd, unprovided for po

The poor, in their thriftlessnessd disorder ar e a burden on the nat.i
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themselves worthy of Laws, and peculiar Managementtodise of and direct

The management of the poor is necessary because they lack-fpeveeifment

to direct themselves, and in this respect are in special need of directiamlike

animals The sectiorof theOrdersjust prior tothatonbeggas , on t he fAcar e

unwhol esome fish or flesh, and of musty

That no Hogs, Dogs, or Cats, or tame Pigeons, or Conies, be suffered to be kept

t

t

corn

within any part of the City, or any Swine to be, or stray in the Streets or Lanes, but

that such Swine by impounded by the Beadle or any other Officer, and the Owner

punished according to Act of Comm@uouncil, and that thédogs be killed by

theDogki | | ersé (42).
This regulation, concerning animals as well as potentially spoiled foddding
Astinking Fish, or unwholesome Flesh, o
essentially for the management of those objects that are witteoaapacity foself
governmentWhile theOrdersalign the poor with animalsnd spoiled foodheyare not
wholly unsympathetic to their case; howevhrs tsympathy ipremised not oa
recognitionot he poor 6s ihaoman beimgshutcathevam the itperatse to
preserve social ordénat is at the heart of th@rdersd  p u.rLgtey sna theJournal
H.F. |l auds Athe Good Management of the
prevent the Rage and Desperationo that
management of the poor is important because it suppresses theflkiledperation that

turn men into animaljpreserving the safety of others and the stability of social.order

Lords

affl

H. F. describes those who became fAso Desperat

great difficulty kept feveottmg ¢tameBynglab) .

preserving the poor against such desperation, the spread of disease, both literally and
figuratively, can be kept at bay.
T
Less than a decade after Defoe wrotelJingrnal an exterminator named John
Southall published higreatise of Buggsa text filled with his observations and theories
about the nature of the bedbug. The circumstances surrounding its reception tell us

something about the state of animalcular theory aftedabenal but also underscores
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the way that negaté moral judgments accrued disproportionately to the poor, who were

the most vulnerable to the precarious conditions characteristic of urban living in this

period. Lisa Sarasohn argues that in the first few decades of the eighteenth century,

bedbugs wereujckly becoming objects of revulsion to a rising middling class who
associated the Areputed pungencyo of the bed
body odor and the odiferous and filthy lower classes who now smelled bad to their
betterso (5bypotBesibaed that fAbedbug bites ¢k
person has o6an il | Habit of Body, 60 and ther
order of Blooddé (524). I n this way, the pres
of the individwal in a way that encouraged the conflation of cleanliness and Godliness.

This connection was especially significant for an ascendant middling class for whom the

bed served as an i mportant marker of oneds s
to ruin such symbols of middle | ass bel onging. While the bedb
precariousness of [middling class] <c¢laims to

between cleanliness and moral purity signaled a much broader shift in cultural attitudes
towardsthe poor (524). The poor, already viewed in moral terms as either deserving and
undeserving, were now beginning to be seen in more homogenous terms as threats to
public health which could not be avoided, but must be prevented because they threatened
econanic productivity and social order.

As ambivalent objects of both sympathy and scorn, characters of the poor serve as
occasions to reaffirm shared val doarsal or shar e
In times of crisis, Defoe reminds us that thempa@ always already a form of excess life,
and one that is perhaps best abandoned, sinc
into the Heads of the Poor éThewmtibithat car el ess o
poverty is the result of carelessnesslerscores the ways in which, as we move forward
in the century, poverty will be increasingly viewed not as a natoralitton of societies,
but as an individualizethilure ofself-governmenandc ont r o | over oneob6s r el
theirenvironment, ashbugh both were legitimately subjects to be made more rational
and regular in service of national goals of economic prosperity. It is perhaps no surprise,

then, that the establishment and subsequent rise of the London Foundling Hospital in the
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middle decads of the century, which took in and cared for abandoned children before
binding them into apprenticeship, coincides with the rise of the discourse of prevention in
both medicine and urban poliég&he imperative to regulate and promote the economic
vitality of the nation by eliminating those elements that plagued its body reminds us that

the emergence of biopolitics is inscribed on the bodies of the poor.

°The sense of fApoliced | use in this dissert
eighteenth century: Athe regulation and cont
and order, provisiopobfi cprubini 0amewirbia@as | eé

about in the next two chapters, was about ensuring greater regulation and order of public
space, but also, crucially, extended to regulating and restricting the activities of those
whose bodies or lifestyles coube considered disorderly or disruptive to an ideal

economic and social order.
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Chapter 2: Afa complication of disorderso: vener e:

Magdalen House forPenitent Prostitutes

A P]l easdd as we are, to cougidigedandtheur own [ s
mostChristian, how can we suffer such a reproach to disgrace at onqeoboe and our
Christianity? o

-Rev. William Dodd, fromA Sermon Preacheat the MagdalerfHouse, Before

His Royal Highness Prince Edward Augusiug,7(1761)

A T h e s e -hpuses|wsit,yare the nests of debauchery and villainy, which, whether a
MagdaleaRChar ity takes place, or no, should be i/
-Jonas lnway,A Plan For Establishinga Charilous e é Cal l ed t he Ma

Charity, p. xxxii

This chapter examines the intersection between prostitution narratives and the etiology of
verereal disease in mieighteenthcentury Britain. Focusing on the rise oétiWagdalen

House for Penitent Prostitutes, and the anonymously wiitierHistories of Some of the
Penitents of the Magdalen Houbat was written in support of the charitgemonstrate

how t he Magd arethaus asdigpapsd r fi 8 a § dutegsbared muxtsin i t
common with the methodsnd goal®of preventative medicinevhich was oriented

towards improved sefjovernance as the best means of safeguarding the individual
against unnecessary harre coincidence between these two projects \aadin

coincidental, but in fact contindéhe treml in the eighteenth century of writedgawing

upon the world of medicine to situate their understanding of social relations and to justify
their social projectd. ar gue t hat t he IEangathgforehe char it yods
prostitute reflects the growing interest in moving away from an understanding of social
disorder in terms of virtue and vice, and turning instead towards one that recognizes the
ways in which people can fall into poverty and distressuiinpracticallyno fault of

their own.By the estimation of the charity and its supporters, it is only through

preventative management, including the regul
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relations, that a young woman may avoid social and bodilgtis@ihat the prostitute is

almost universally imagined to be the victim of seduction allowed Magdalen supporters

to relocate the origin of her sin in theen who wantonly deceive and ruin innocent
women,and to reimagie the prostitute as an involuntamggic victimof her own desire
for love and securitylhis chapter attempts to address the ways in which the
sexualization of vulnerable young womgrovides the ultimate representatiortlod
involuntarinesand penetrabilitypf poverty.By highlighting theways in which
preventative care is used as a disciplitachnologyby the Magdalen charity, |

demonstrate how a failure of sgjbvernanceso often the lot of the poas implicitly

presented asthender | yi ng caudewnfalls. t hese womenos

Using eighteentkcentury literature on venereal disease as a critical framework for

readingThe Histories of Some of the Penitents of the Mageldtarse this chapter
shows how the novel as well as the chatgglf relied upon anedical understanding of

the relationship between disease and the body to support its goals of identifying and

rehabilitating a threat to the body politic. The popular consensus about venereal disease

was that it was the byproduct of kehe i
corrupted, torrid womb of the prostitute: literally, veneiakase was the material result
of illegitimate sexual activity. Itpreventiorwas to be found, according to one doctor, in
t he avoidance of AExcess and theattour y of
monogamous sexual relations (Desault 84jhis chapter, | show hothe spirit of this

prescription was enforced in the-laws of the Magdalen charity for penitent prostitutes,

nt er mi

Di et O

which coupled restrictions on outside contact with menwithrblest gover ned wome

dress, diet, and education. As well, | compare the narrative logic of venereal disease and

its cure with the four stories found Trihe Histories of Some of the Penitents of the

Magdalen Housein which the dangers associated with wotnen s e x u a | aut

onomy

resolved when each woman gives herself over to the regulated, protective embrace of the

charity® This chapter enriches the scholarly consensus surrounding the cultural

10 Cure, here, is understotal mean nothe modern sense of eliminating a disease that
hasbeen acquired, but rather thense, now obsolete, pfeventative and recuperative

treatment At he medi c al treat ment of a di sease,

course of treatment directed towards the recovery of a patientwasarcure, milk-

cure etc; 0o Aia means of healing; aresremedy; a
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significance of the Magdalen Hospital by identifying how itsgiais overlaps with
medical tracts that address (il)legitimate reproduction, and the continuity of both with the
goals of the urban reform movement.
I

In a passage that might sound remarkably charitable to modern ears, the author of
the preface tdhe Histories of Some of the Penitents of the Magdalen Hb@66)
exhorts the reader, in light of the perceived epidemic of prostitution afflicting Lotwon,
reconsider their simplistic notions of virtue and Vit&he vice of prostitution, he argues,
can never be suppressed or prevented as |l ong
and shame and abandons her to disease and poverty, obtains no other appellation by such
villainy, than that of a man of guafdirtoantry. o
women, the author rails against the man who
humanity, in the destruction of one, whose greatest weakness was believing him
incapable of the vileness to whdaraduessnbe f al | s
reasonable person can suppose that a woman wants to become a prostitute; it is a terrible
life that is defined by penury, disease, and eventual d&ithe same time, the novel
illustrates the continuity between thgeetwalkerandthe respectable woman of good
family and good intentions who has fallen into disreptiite woman being reclaimeuohd
savedby these projectors has only temporarily descended to infamy on account of some
badman The Magdal en novel Otbe synmpathiesnd its ecadgre a | i s
by showing how an ordinary young woman can find herself on the path to ruin.

Beginning in the 1740s, and reaching the forefront of public consciousness in the
1750s, charitable organizations for the relief of the sicklaibeuing poor, orphaned
children, and prostitutes were founded by sympatheticailhded benevolent
associations of wealthy merchants and statesmen. The Magdalen Hospital for Penitent
Prostitutes, founded iIin 1757,t avlalse oemred @av du o
which included such institutions as the Foundling Hospital (1740) for orphaned children;

the Lock Hospital (1746) for the treatment of venereal disease; the-lyidgspital

healfitchuor e, n.5a, 5b, 70).
11n eighteentkcentury Magdalen literature, the number of prostitutes in London is
generally estimated to be around 4% of the c

50



(1749) and Lyingin Charity (1757), which sought to increase ttumber of women and
children who survived birth; The Marine Society (1756), which trained poor boys to go to
sea; and the Asylum for the Reception of Orphaned Girls (1759), which was created with
the goal of preventing thefrom becoming prostitutes (Ogtn47). These charitable
associations shared a common desire to safeguard and promote the integrity of the British
imperial project at home and abroad. Their mission to promote British veadith the
number of its subjects and the products of themlab focused on correcting the
perceived sources of private and public disorder by encouraging domestic harmony as
well as greater industriousness on the part of the lower orders. Achieving these goals
would | ead to a r edu crdemnalcaring for the poer aswelaas e 6s f i n
producing and maintaining the subjects needed to work as well as to fight.
In this period, benevolence, forged out of mercantilist interests and with
mercantilist? frameworks, is oriented towards reclaiming and réhating underused
bodies in the service of national goals. Prostitutes in particular were the site of many
overlapping cultural anxieties, in large part because of the large financial and
demographic drain of the Sevwahmchtheimpesadb War , a
project necessarily gave to matters of population and productivity. Widespread unease
among the nobility and the gentry about depopulation and economic stagnation served as
the primary motivation behind the founding of such charitatsitutions as the
Foundling Hospital (14 5 ) . David Owenés study of Engli sh
seventeenth century onwards traces the evolution of charitable giving, and the ways in
which philanthropy evolved from private charity to more organizel@ctle activity
beginning around the turn of the eighteenth century. Organizations like the one that

founded the Magdalen Hospital, for example, drew formal inspiration fh@ joint stock

2Mercantilism is fAthe economic dbyhaeory that a

favourable balance of trade, and that a government should encourage such a balance by
promoting exports (esp. of manufactured good
n. 20) . Efforts to rehabil it atleingghefosdt i t ut es b
they ate, what they wore, and the schedule and company they kept, were with the goal of
cultivating virtue and industriousness. The
women was predicated on a number of factors, but especially ongbhgance of

putting them to work in a legitimate trade, like textiles, as a means of more positively

contributing to economic activity.
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companymode’He ar gues that @APur i andananputlowk, y, a ben
and concern for the national interest all contributed to the compleglueenttcentury
phil anthropy, 06 particularly in the period be
emergence of more coordinated efforts to address problems |st#ytion (15).
Literary scholars have attributed the surge in humanitarian interest in the
prostitute in this period to the widespread influence of the sentimental novel, in particular
the works of Samuel Richardson, which made it fashionable to bernedder the
downtrodden. The seduction narrative popularized in the 174ParglaandClarissa

had, in the years following, entered into the public consciousness and exerted

considerable influence on the argknmaent about
ElI'lis argues that the Magdalen Hospital was
senti ment al novelists and sentimentalist arg

evidencing a convergence between sentimental literature and the politics of soaial refor
(252). Sympathy for the prostitute was therefore created from and sustained by the
fictional model of the fallen woman. Not only did prostitute narratives of the period draw
upon the conventions of sentimental fiction, but, in the ca3@éeHistoriesthey even

saw the direct involvement of Samuel Richardson himself. Martha Koehler notes that
Richardson was not only one of the greatest supporters edenidry reform projects

such as the Magdalen Hospital, but he also published and wrote the prefHoe fo

Histories of Some of the Penitents of the Magdalen H®entimentalism was

therefore very important to the charitable activity surrounding the Magdalen Hospital, but
it is still but one aspect of the rhetorical appeals issued by its supportersalvh

schol ars of Magdalen |l iterature agree upon i

simultaneously a financial, philanthropic, a

The Rules, Orders, and Regulations, of the Magdalen HauW€®) includes descriptions

of its organizational staiure and the various roles to be filled, which include a president,
four vice-presidents, a treasurer, a general court, and a general committee ofdnenty
governors. Each of these roles and duties are described, as well as those of the workers in
the Magdalen, including the chaplain, physicians, surgeons, apothecaries, the Matron, and
more.

14 Markman Ellis points to contemporary reader and Richardson correspondent, Elizabeth
Echlin, who believed that he wrote the preface. Jenny Batchelor and Megareéitats

of the Pickering and Chatto editionDiie Historiesaffirm that Richardson did write the
preface. The author of the narrative is not definitively known, but Batchelor and Hiatt
highlight evidence suggesting that Sarah Scott is the author dasasl Katherine

Bi nhammer notes, the Atone, theme, and ideol
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complex motivations of charitable endeavours at-c@dtury therefore evidentiee
broad range of concerns occupying the thoughts of those who considered themselves to
be actively engaged in safeguarding British interests both at home and abroad. As a
result, proposals for charitable projects were crafted to respond to finan@asitgc
humanitarian ends, and the enrichment of Britain.

However, the benevolence of charitable projectors did not, and perhaps could not,
overcome the perceived threat of female sexuality except by sublimating it in the figure
of the hapless, wouldevi rt uous victim. As Vivien Jones pi
poverty and exploitation on the one hand, and her status as an independent sexual
tradeswoman on the other, make her a site of

Acapacityofwhiclkemos sient &g Hiatdriesanaongtother appeal o

wor ks of Magdalen | iterature, as well as bei
t he Hospital, fAsignal s t heclapsrstatgstandthepandbs act u
of identificat i on wi th the reader, 0 who is I|ikely ul

capable of redemption unless she is a victim of circumstance (205). Similarly, Sarah
Lloyd finds that sympathy was key to securing charitable support for the Magdalen

Hospital,but argues that it was complicated in some respects by the difficulty in

identifying the fAproper objectso of its supp
victimso who would most easily elicit the pi
relied upon for financi al stability. This pr
left poor,labour ng women in an anomal ous relation to

which the largely middkelass provenance of sexual difference left poor wonmethe

periphery of this ideal (67). This shift, as Jennie Batchelor argues in one essay, saw
Aconcerns about womends s e Xabauingctasgséemalee s pl aced
others, o0 but also defined in and®atchdlor ough t he
looks at the ways in which the early eighteenth century prostitute narrative was variously
contested and upheld, pointing to the ways in which the sentimental rhetoric of the

Magdal en pamphl eteers was enabtialydunrdiyt hr ough t
sexual and codgumerhedasigneso t(hdat t he charit)

Aits ability to transfor m sentenempalizedst i t ut eds ¢
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s p e ¢ t a'€Katharine(Binhammer extends this reading withdwen compelling

critigue ofThe Histories whi ch emphasi zes the way it brea

prostitute as infantilized and agentless Vvic

contained in thélistories and the female protagonists of ea€lthem, by contrast,

demonstrates a greater degree of complexity and a blurring of the lines between

Asenti mental whore and the bourgeois wifeo (
While it is important not to deny the important role that sentimentalism played in

securing charitablsupport for the Magdalen House, this project was one which was

heavily predicated upon the regulation of public space for the purposes of promoting

commerce: both by removing the illegitimate commerce of prostitution from the streets

and by rehabilitatinghese women into proper, legitimate commercial activity, such as

needlework. This chapter therefore charts the emerging concern for the prostitute as it

relates tahe contemporaneous urban reform movement, and the ways in which the

prostitute becomes sulrsed into the built environment as another feature that urban

reformers sought to reform: a kind of filth, both figurative and literal, that needed to be

washed away. Daniel Defoe, thirty years prior, though he wrote about prostitution in

terms ofitsesset i al wi ckedness, described fAthe Refo

Ahi ghly worth the Care of the publick Magi st

cleanse our Streetso (2). Even the Magdal enbd

Reverend Wil am Dodd, who served -hosisepréaeherMagdal en C

acknowledged the reality that eliminating prostitution entirely was an unrealistic goal.

Instead, he justified the quixotic nature of their project along the same lines as Defoe, by

arguing hat it would serve to supplement the work of police. The charity, after all, could

not have fAthe I mmediate power to cleanse [ al

could hope for was fito expel t his dicandal ous

streetso (47).

15 Not only was the Magdalen made into a readerly spectacle through the use of
pamphlets and novels supporting her cause, but also into a visual spectacle for the
consumpibn of Magdalen Hospital supporters and the general public. The Magdalen
Chapel, where penitents were required to attend daily, was purposely engineered as a
public spectacle where people could come to witness these former prostitutes exhibit their
penitene. This spectacle was one of the many ways that the charity committee in charge
of the Magdalen Hospital leveraged public sensibility for financial benefit, exploiting the
bodies of those whom they had founded the Hospital to save from such pitfalls.
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The work of fisavingo the prostitute is th
slow, ongoing work of urban reform and, by extension, with the production of a stable,
ordered body politic. Sinceoningledthesergualt i t ut eods
and the economic spheres, we can read Magdalen literature and the corresponding
arguments about prostitutes and prostitution alongside eighteentilry venereal
disease tracts. Venereal disease was understood in theghidenth cemry to be the
materialization of illegitimate sexual activity, the natural byproduct of the intermixture of
mul tiple mends semen within the corrupted, t
sinner, the prostitute literally embodies and materializesugh her sexual labour the
social, economic, and medical anxieties of t
seem[ed] to be an Alteration of Nature in th
behave unlike either ancients or moderns (2). Thiglantal change in their character
would | ater become absorbed as an essenti al
womb was described by physicians studying venereal disease as climactically similar to
torrid countries, thus rendering them doubly nat ur al (2). Taking in A
t he most precious Liquor in the body of the
encouraged the production of the new, terrifying scourge of the venereal worm: yet
another unnatural, ungodly thing like thstitute herself (Desault 31).

Writing about the origins of syphilis in eighteertténtury England, Marie
Mc Al Il ister remarks on the tendency of writer
scienceo in their expl anlasniamdsicknessfwerée hi s vener
slowly becoming uncoupled throughout the period, cultural prejudice against the sinner
remained alive and well as venereal disease, that most potent materialization of sin, was
imprinted on the bodies of women and racialized Ot(®8% McAllister writes that most
British medical writers followed the lead of the most influential writer on venereal
disease, the French court physician Jean Astruc, in accepting an origin story that traced
the poxodés arrival ih €hridgtophged Calunmbustoronging hkeackl 4 9 0 s, W
with his men from their encounter with the New World-&2Astruc explained how in
hot countries, the discharge of menses in th

and deemed it 0un(@3.1ina wdrm cligate, theénberent gualties m] o
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of vaginas towards putrefaction increase greatly, with a higher degree of inflammation for
the women as well as for the men who lie with these women (34). It was for this same
reason that Astruc argued, besawf its temperate climate, that the average European
woman did not pose s uAMechanical Dissértationuponth@ hn Spar
Lues Veneregoublished in 1731, he maintains continuity with this idea that the disease is
foreignborn, even thoughe argues that medical writers have misspent their time
Aattempting to discover the Rise and Progres
Nations infected wiADibsseriatiomon thdVenereal Disegse Do u gl as 0
published in 1737, leaveseh questi on of the diseaseds origi
it is Aas old as the prostitution of womeno
appearances of the disease have the same fir
whichcausesa i nf ection to arise by the fAcopul ati o
(2). Pierre Desault avers that fAno nation c a
Di sease has arisen from the Prostitution of
theplague which visited London in the msgventeenth century, widely considered to be
a foreign threat arising from hot foreign climes, and allowed to develop into a state of
even greater virulence owing to the poor management practices of the East. \iWhether
actually came from these places, or whether it did in fact arise from prostitution, in both
scenarios it was posited as an essentially foreign threat: prostitutes were as antithetical to
civil society as anyone from the East.

The contrast between Eastd West, or between superstition and reason more
generally, also arises out of the sedinscious advances of medical practitioners in the
middle decades of the eighteenth century. Pidoseph Desault, iA Treatise on the
Venereal Distempguublishedin 1738, attributes recent advances in medicine to
geometrical reasoning. In the preface, he draws an analogy between the work of the
artificer and the physician, arguing that ju
Machines and Worlkase , motphlysi celmlsdesmotuo fAt he R
and Ancestors, without endeavouring to I mpro
be more like the tradesman, constantly working to adopt the latest advances in knowledge

and techniques related to workingth the human body. Thomas Garlick, in his
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Mechanical Account of the Cause and Cure of a Virulent Gonorghdaished in 1727,
| aments that HAsuch is the perverse Nature of
the greatest Art esnhdpuBhbatk against leis uacorhh®n c o mp ar
met hods to the ASame Fortune [that] | ikewise
first asserted the Mobility of the Eartho (i
best work being dodnues tirny noefd itchi onsee éi twh ot hhea vl en
establish Medicine on the solid Basis of Geo
physicians Lorenzo Bellini, Archibald Pitcairn, George Cheyne, James Keil, and Richard
Mead (23). He concedes that while the succelssob ot h anci ent and moder
met hods fiappears to be founded upon the same
has been chiefly owing, to some later Discoveries in the Circulation, and the Art of
knowing how to apply, th&eometricaKnowledge they are Masters of, f&nimal
Oeconomy ( 20) .
In what, then, did this geometrical knowledge consist? The new medicine was an

outgrowth of the advances secured in the seventeenth century by predecessors such as
Andreas Vesalius, Thomas Sydenham, Willidarvey, and Herman Boerhaave, who
rejected the humoral model of the body as a work of fancy. Rleseph Desault
summarizes the difference between medical knowledge and practice between ancient and
modern times as consisting in a greater priority bgiagn, in the latter instance, to the
importance of observation. He writes that

Observations have an Advantage over Systems, in as much as they are Copies of

the Motions and Operations of Nature which doth not vary; they are true at all

Times, but Systemare subject to the Caprice of Imagination and the

Inconstancy of the human Mind. They are faithful Copies, where every one may

di scover the Resemblance of the Evil whi
This emphasis on the importance of observation was centred fwractice of many,
including Thomas Sydenham, a highly influential seventeeaiitury physician who was
regarded as the English Hippocrates, and the popularity of whose methods persisted well
into the eighteenth, as ®&oyPdtermates,bytihedimee i n De

that Desault is writing in 1727, advances 1in
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dream of a scientific understanding of the D
and matching those of the new and highly prestigmpesc hani cs and mat hemat

Such advances undergirded Her man Boer haaveos

t hat Acomprised an integrated, balanced whol
equalized, 0 and in whicédsglickokesB8olwasr uegiao
stagnationo of these fluidso (143). Thus, wh

careful observation, experimentation, and analysis, the model of the body continued to
follow the old humor al pahadi gdidosi dmphéasi keyp
health.

The analogous relationship between the body and the body politic in the British
cultural imagination is especially germane at this moment, when the regulation and
regularization of urban space is proceeding nearlydk-$bep with simultaneous efforts
to regulate unruly elements in the body politic through the application of state power in
the realms of botmedicine and municipadolicy. It is therefore appropriate at this point
to invoke the work of Michel Foucault,he argues for the emergence of biopolitics in
the eighteenth century, whicmoliistipceced243)p.y
Biopolitics, that political phenomenon t hat
the body politic grow to encompafestility as well as morbidity, epidemics as well as
Aendemi cs, 0 I s ¢ on ¢ eotabtkidmomeantin histoiybbtwithi s ci pl i ne
regul arization (243, 247). He argues for a c¢
interventiontechnique with speécf i ¢ power effects, 0 and that &
its power in terms of Athe fact of exposing
for some people, or, quite simply, political
In the mideighteath century, the characterization of the prostitute as a medicalized
source of social disorder is remarkable for its specificity, and for the way in which it
departs from earlier attempts by the state to discipline unruly bodies. The typical solution
for dealing with the idle poai that is, those who were able and unwilling to wiork
consisted in forcing them into the workhouse, a treatment which was aimed at harnessing
excess labour for national economic benefit and introducing greater regularity in civil

society. Thispolicshased fAtreat mento for the poor was ¢
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understanding that the poor were |ike a dpl a
parish coffers and obstructed the full, vigorous circulation of labour and capital. The
subordination and treatment of the prostitute, by contrast, represents a departure from the
met aphorical sense in which she is a fApl ague
status as a vector of disease. This evolution is not a coincidence heutisa
consequence of the ways in which the body of the prostitute was conceived of as
inherently different from that of an idle poor man, and thus presented a new set of
problems for her maintenance.

The nature of the problem posed by the prostituteithat she lacks a work
ethic; rather, she represents a compound problem that is understood anatomically, in the
first instance, and politically in the second: her inherent tendency to spread disease, and
the complex set of economic and social problengendered therefrom. It is therefore
through the figure of the prostitute that we can come to a greater, more particularized
understanding of Fopclaiutlitcddss. 6 ditea arf g lieas att hbano
Acentered on the bomMysad @n matche nept iamidz atsi @
capabilities, the extortion of its forces, the parallel increase of its usefulness and its
docility, [and] its integration into systems
the prostitute is a problem to be soly#tk problem is one characterized by the question
of how to optimize her body for legitimate commerce, and for further (re)integration into
the soci al body. Foll owing contemporary phys
mechanical model as representatif@ more objective, rational understanding of the
body, the nexus of social, economic, and political concerns which circulate around the
prostitute are very much oriented towards her optimization and integration as a docile
member of a patriarchal econansystem.

To gain a greater understanding of how, precisely, the prostitute is situated at the
dawn of anatomolitics, we must turn to the literature of venereal disease to examine

the ways in which female reproductive sexuality is constructed as inlygpathological.

The popul ar under st andi ng Treafiseconesistraigatal di st en
from Dr. Thomas Sydenham, and he makes no qu
description which is fiso concisdtaend d&nr.ect
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Sydenham writes that venereal disease is #dpr
touching of some soft and porous Part of a F
world through the offspring of infected parents, who pass on tbedéisto the gestating

child, or simply by proximity to those who are infected. Children, he writes, are

especially susceptible to the disease, since their pores are more open. The contagion,

which originates in the woaaaonPustuledidiothd gi nal | vy
Vagina, [which contains] the [venereal] Veno
Aconversation, 0 when it penetrates Athe poro

works its way inward and corrupts other organs sucheapribstate (3). The man
becomes afflicted with pain in his genitals,
of the Meazlesod from which fAa Liqgquor distils

grows more virulent (4). Moreover, the distemper sometiinesb st r uct [ s] t he wur

Canal in such a Manner that the Patient cann
formi dabl e than Death itself, 0 or even cause
scrotum, where it Abrings on rabuSsomeelofitieng and

symptoms brought on by the venereal distemper, which are terrible, to be sure, but

especially remarkable because of their tendency towards disrupting the proper circulation

of fluids in the body. Rather than being able to urinate noyntak infected male is no

|l onger able to fAimake water; o0 his genitals sw
unnatur al fseed, 0 a perversion of their norn
Sydenham concl udes, iaf treughthe StenbhaRain] ed a mi s e

Rotting, and Shame more horrid than Death it

=}
o
—

and Man is hid under the Ground:{6) . Sydenhamdés descriptio
distemper, precise though it is, demonstrates that eighteenthryadvances in
medicine did not preclude moral judgment, but rather gave such judgments greater
weight by virtue of their gruesome detail, demonstrating to the sinner how their body will
be racked by the torments of hell.

Despite the ostensible commitmeatabservation as a foundational principle of
modern medicine, many writers were of the opinion that the originating cause of venereal

di sease, the nAnVener eal Leaven, 0 or AnVvenom, O
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imperceptible Worms, which upon approaching @@mmunicated from one Body to

another, and afterwards multiply in the Pers
paradoxi cal on its face, but that HASuppositi
which makes us admire the Hand of GOD, whalik to produce well organized Insects,
although |l ess than the Particles of the thin
Wor ms, 0 he writes, fdalthough they come not u
sofarf et ched, si nce @rendtdecOpinionRHat Licey Heagpydneé r s

Crablice have upon the Surface of their Bodies other Insects which plague them as much

as they do uso (11). Here he not only defers
the microscopic, that nothingisleyn d Godés abilities, but al so
since the same symptoms occur in ulcers, and the same remedies obtain for both ulcers

and venereal distemper, that worms must be the primary agent of the disease. Indeed, he

writes, 0Suratetoensst otfh aCtr efdtitedy have seen with
crawl i n -1P)1 Whigeithe imew (hdditine expressed a commitment to
observation, the scant evidence concerning t

physicians such as Desault from entastically embracing conjectures based on little
more than reasoning by analogy: precisely that which had supposedly been abandoned as
fancy and superstition.

This Awormo or Ainsecto theory of disease
of thd cfudnmairmma t heory of disease which circul
century. He references fithose Ani mal cul a whi
how the means used to treat Athe Bite of mad
mke use of to destroy Wormso (12). Further c
even more explicit, stating that @Athe Pl ague
Wor ms, 0O recounting the theory advanced by Ri
fad or s are principally responsible Afor the

Having established the common connection between plague and venereal disease, he

proposes that it is fAenough for us to allow
coms from Worms, to establish a Proof, that a
(17). Since ANature is uniform in her Operat
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Ovula,o0o it is reasonable to assume that #fAshe
propggate in much the same way, Ato communicat ¢
Character thereofo (17). Therefore, Desaul't
one to understand the etiology of venereal disease and the means of its transmission and
reproduction.

Worm theory, however, reveals a conceptual slippage between reproduction and
disease, which is figured as a corrupted version of a natural biological procgss. In
Inquiry into the Original Production of Insects in Human Bodies, Especiatlyeo
Seminal Animalcul&l727), the anonymous author begins with the assumption, more or
|l ess correct by our standards, that Athe Spe
Worms, with | ong Tails, | ike Tadpesévesr, sSwi mm
[ pi oneering microscopist] Leewenhoeckoés Anin
venereal leaven is produced, according to Desault, by the prostitution of women, whereby
Avarious kinds of Seeds receiveahdby t he same
Temperature, are disposed by their Heterogeneity to ferment and corrupt there, and to
hatch Venereal wormso (31). Thus it is in th
is the most precious Liquor in trpreperBody of t
natural generation, is corrupted by heat and mixture into worms, as opposed to good,
reproductive animalcules. There, instead of
Men, 0 the prostitute obstruct sproGuwesdés wil |l wi
unnatural monstrosities that not only corrupt her sexual partners, but also threaten the
health of others. The unruly mixing of many
class anxiety onto the womb: it is because of their combination thatdghsna n 6 s wo mb
becomes disordered, rather than the womb being essentially disordered itself. This
explanation of the disease makes it clear that the venereal worms are produced by
womends commerce with more than oloendsman, and
of a monogamous sexual relationship such as marriage, thpseateally invitingthe
production of disease.

However, monogamy is not enough. Desault is quick to remind the reader that not

al |l ACommer ce with i nf emdviahblytdtlemandestation | eads d
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of symptoms; these can lie dormant, like a tape worm, for many yea9)1t
consideration of the transmission of venerea
writes that 1t i s pos sithdndireulate with the Blobdeor ipoc ky V

fasten to certain Parts,o |ying dormant, Awi

1

troubl esome Accident s, unt il the Juices of

circumstances f avour ad?) He attrilauted theie Suppregsiondgp agat i o

At he good Juices of the Blood, or the EI asti
increasing much; o it is only when At hrough A
weakened, [that] they have an Opportunityofi | t i1 pl yi ngo (20) . Desaul

identifies temperance and morality as being most conducive to maintaining good health,
and itis for this reason that even a former prostitute, if she is authentically penitent and
resolved to changed her life, can bmeoforever free of the disease.

De s a Uréatiséesmphasi zes avoiding the fAExcess a
have very much heightened this Evil, o0 thus |
disordered modern lifestyle (34). It is the importaot&emperance that informs his
understanding of the | imitations of contempo
he wrote, referring to the use of mercury to quicken the blood and to thereby speed up the
dissolution of obstructions, mightkillsbe of t he wor ms, but it HAwas
insinuating itself into their Eggs, 0 and kil
Rather, it is more important to prevent the disease in the first instance. It is fitting, then,
that later in th@reaise Desault suggests a few ways of preventing venereal disease that
go beyond medical solutions to touch on social and ptlased remedies for the foul
di sorder. Citing Solomonbés example, he extol
Solomon avoided theitfalls of potentially mixing and corrupting his seed. It is for this
reason that marrying girls very young, as was standard in polygamous societies, and as
Ai' s practiced among the Jews to this Dayo th
prostitute themselwe, 06 and r emai n ptobed35)fBy strippingei r husbar
women of any vestige of social or sexual agency, venereal disease can be prevented and
social order secured. To take care of any lingering, stubborn exceptions to such

regulations, Desaultppost i vely cites Athe Severity of the
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Adul tery, [which served] as a Barr to the Ge
writes, Athe Severity of the Laws has cool ed
went alongwithth®r ost i tuti on i s become fashionabl eo
example of the Russian emperor Peter the Great, who banished brothels from Petersburg
and thus fAhe did at the same time the Duty o
by eliminating the spaces, conditions, and people which gave rise to the disorder (36).
Desaultds recommendation for the strict regu
freedoms is presented as a more effective cure than all purely medical remedies
combined, andithis respect, anticipates the convergence between medicine and urban
reform, where the desire to restore balance to the social and the actual body in the mid
eighteenth century is carried out in a systematic way, through the founding of various
hospitals and derives its authority and persuasive power from the analogy between the
two.
T

While the precise origins of the new concern for prostitutes and for the prevention
of this social disorder are debated, scholars generally agree that muelclodtier and
enthusiasm about rescuing prostitutes began with a letRarmblerl07, dated March
26", 1751. In it, the author Amicus writes of his experience one morning, when, in a bid
to escape his Aunusual p enssi,we nwehseg e thee fctaanek
across fAthe hospital for the reception of de
their natural course, he describes how he started to think of the mothers of these children,
and the lack of recourse they must have had againstitietine betrayer. In what is
later taken up as the most common leitmotif of Magdalen literature, the author laments
the descent which must necessarily follow fr

guilté to hopel ess wr eomenhwhaaneealsasdonedtmtbe. 107 ) .

caprice of Atheir tyrants, the bully and the
them with want or a gaol, o0 are daily fAoverl o
policy and goodnesseronniehnet ,a utthheo rii gcrael ats eonnd og o
prevent evil, o0 Ato stop the increase of this

While the reader is clearly meant to understand that this multitude are the
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prostitutes, the nature of the problem was, in fact, a compoundon®ising a chain of
responsibility that, quite arguably, should end with the prostitute rather than begin with
her. The fAmultitudeo could just as | ikely re
habit of debauching women; to the infamous, depraagdib who ran brothels and
reportedly preyed on innocent young women coming into the city desperate and without
support; to the scores of children born out of wedlock and abandoned to the charge of the
state, the extent of which represented an increasmghjensome financial and
demographic strain, particularly in |ight of
imperialist commitments abroad. That the prostitute, or the welldrostitute, was
singled out as the problem to be solved is indicative of thiads that these women do
not have the power, the means, or the general wherewithal to extract themselves from
their miserable circumstances, an attitude that, unfortunately, was not very far removed
from the reality since the options availabldabouing class women in the mid
eighteenth century were sorely limited. Chronic underemployment in Britain meant that,
for the labouring poor, there were few options available for work other than occasional
labour, the range of which would have mostly been éithib lowpaid textiles or service
work. A womanés access to the former would d
and the latter would be a possibility only if she had a good reference, the likelihood of
which, in her distressed situation, would haeen unlikely given the social stigmas
involved. Indeed, despite the character of the fallen woman invoked in the majority of
sentimental, popular Magdalen literatiirthe woman who is identifiably middle class
before her fall into wretchednesshiswonran was far from typical, a
the capital s prostitutes were born into pau
[ and were] frequently orphaned or deserted b
more likely than not that she walhave no recourse to family for support, and, with
little to no for mal education or skills to h
work.

As Catharina Lis and Hugo Soly argue in their stityerty and Capitalism in
Pre-Industrial Europe the tansformation of the relationship between the poor and the

state in the 1750s, which witnessed a veritable explosion of philanthropic charitable
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foundations, owed as much to a surge in humanitarian interest as to the fact that official
poor relief was whdy inadequate and demanded alternatives. Many prominent thinkers
Afagreed that destitution was not the result
through economic and soci al abuseso (194). V
labouing poorcobh i hued to be Aof a condescending and
an increasing recognition that the problem of underemployment and poverty was not a
natural but an artificial condition (195). Interest and support for the Magdalen Hospital
project wadounded on similar thinking: Magdalen supporters believed that the
prostitute's fall resulted from either seduction or ignoraacd,that the women could not
reasonably be held accountable for the sins that followed from the actions of those who
activelyand knowingly took advantage of her innocence.

Proposals addressing potential solutions for the problem of prostitution did not
originate in the 1750s. In 1726, Daniel Defoe publisBedthe Considerations upon
Streetwalkers,in which he identifies him¢ef as firmly fAagainst that
towards prostitutes, who have taken over HAou
young and obstructing many from conducting t

the problem of prostitutiontootheroncer ns of public order that

Care of the publick Magi st-bexdgfoemes whrogath, t hough

At hink of no Cure for Lewdness, but Amputat.
Virtueo wil | insotprswdcecnete dt oo hfaftc uitt] of f t he RO
to prevent the Corruption of more in the nex

was balanced alongside a concern for women which was principally utilitarian rather than

humanitarianat hi s poi nt . Defoe argues that Athe gr
to supply it with Members that may be servic
provide for themselves, theiwalingwhoracads or t h
neveranwer either of these ends, 0 she is, natur

(6). Bernard Mandeville proposed his own ironic solution& Modest Defence of Public
Stewsn 1724, arguing that the problems associated with prostituttbsease,
illegitimate commerce, and the murder of bastard infaats e not At he necessa

of Whoringé but only proceed from the Abuse
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for regulationi by setting up brothels in some convenient area, making provisi@nf
infirmary and physicians, and for subdividing the women by classes, according to their
beauty and the fees they could reasonably chaigaronically as well, not very far
removed from the plan that would ultimately emerge from the various Magdale
proposals.

John Fielding penneél Plan for A Preservatory and Reformatory, for the Benefit
of Deserted Girls, and Penitent Prostitutesl 758, and dedicated his pamphlet to Grace
Charlotte, the Duchess Dowager of Somerset, who was the first subsetibercharity
(Dedication). In hidlan, he joins together the specific problem of prostitution with that
of thelabouing classes more generally, identifying its origins in parental and regulatory
neglect. He identifies the neglected sons of the poarirgphouses, and brothels as fit
objects of control via public policy, especially because they are only good for debauching
the morals and draining the purses of apprentices and journeymen, who are each
Adecoydd into a Snar ealtohis&g¢nstitutiory destrudtive tohi s pr op

his Family, andé to his Peace of Mindo (2).

but economic. Fielding writes that A[t] he Pr
i mportant because iatl] s[ thhie omattiho 6 F]ouMd rau fng
Armi es, and domestic Servants are suppliedo
Defoe would suggest, is not only counterprod

Rat her , Fi el di fHigindain puhlieSogietie§ &e anly te beaudred by
bei ng prenenthocoardeemorhdis as good a Maxim in Poldi

(7-8).18 His plan for the Magdalen Hospital, while ostensibly dedicated to prevention

rather than amputation,was@ di cat ed on taking in only Athe
industrious Poor, o0 aged seven to fifteen, wh
of Constitution and Intellectso (11).

Like John Fielding, Saunders Welch, another government official who presided
over Middlesex County in Westminster as the Justice of the Peace, penned his own
proposal to solve the problem of prostitution. He too traces the root of the problem to the

education of fAthe children of thopmy in the n

16 Translation: confront disease at its onset.
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the bagnios and bawdyouses, and whose pride and idl ene
suitable work (4} In this way, Welch agrees with Fielding in identifying poverty,

underemployment, and prostitution as a compound social problem that origin&es in t
mis-education of the poor. The natural, or unnatural, consequence of this is the
overproduction of disordered subjects who at
of moralso produces prostitutes asgstowel | as
infest our streetso (7). Welch proposes a nu
of the peace with greater powers of arrest,
commonbawddhouses, their agents, d20dByservantso o

amending police to afford greater prosecutorial power to the governors, in combination

with the reforming institution, they may mor
2930) . Thus, in the futur e, arcatwtiarsgetsed f Apuni
the | aws of virtue, o they wil/| preserve thos

unl ess fAcharity does not snatch them out of
So quick to condemn t hoshe rvwho ofrs wmfhfoe r bbeyc atuhse
poverty or negligence of their parents [are] expose[d] to the temptation of hunger or
nakednessé and whose minds, untaught and uns
tongu6€)o (45

Despite the humanitarianism undempin ng Wel chés call for gr eec
those who are trapped by poverty, like his contemporaries his sympathies are not
boundl ess. The benevolence of Welchoés sentim
t hat fAthe bodi es ofa tchoenspel iwoanteino na roef gdeinseorrad €
their foul mouths and poor manners, which threaten to corrupt the morals of the youth,

Welch |ikens prostitutes to fAa virulent cont

i mmedi at e dest r ucisonigmobentirely Gnfair, aslchniesiporarg mp a r

Y The maxim of the parents of these children
education; and if Miss happens to be pretty, her vanity is indulged by dress, &c. in hopes

that she may mend her fortune by cagiiitvyg some rich gudgeon, or be qualified to wait

upon a lady, or at least to be a chambeard. The truth of this observation [re the wrong

turn in their education] will sufficiently appear, from the great difficulty of getting

servants for all work; andhé vast number of candidates for higher stations. Thus a useful
education is sacrificed, and the fond del ude
destruction in pride and idlenesséo (4)
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theories of venereal disease laid bare the debilitating effects of such immoral activity on
the individual 6s constitution; however, the
disease and the person aneetatogether as one indissoluble whole, is more than a mere
rhetorical flourish, especially when the rhetor is in a position to effect changes to the law.

Welch was not the first to make a pressing case for the need for more coordinated
efforts between drities and the law in redressing social issues. Henry Fielding, writing
An Enquiry into the Causes of the Late Increase of Rolgaelier in the decade,

similarly wrote on the challenges brought about by rapid urbanization. However, unlike

manywhocasdal y i nvoke the ficonstitutiono of the
Adi seaseo afflicting it, Fielding is much mo
acknowledging that #Athere is no Subject on w

per pl exedo ellowwariterslcamagiveloi the ndtion (v). He then lays out his
own taxonomy of the nation, first identifyin
original | aws and customs of the peopl e, and
acknowledgedlasses: the nobility, the gentry, and the commonalty, the latter of which
Afare greatly changed, 06 though t hewiihave hi st
The historical narrative that Fielding proposes identifies the origin of present day
problens i n the commonaltybés shaking off of vas:
introduction of trade, which has fAsubverted
totally changed the Manners, Customs, and Habits of the People, more especially of the
lowersot 6 (xi ). The nature of this wuniquely mod
the present state of civil power, he argues, is inadequate to deal with such fundamental
changes to the constitution of the country, which has seen the numbers and power of the
lower orders increase with no corresponding increase in the scope and power of civil
authority (xiv). The nature of the remedy to this problem Fielding leaves open, but the
clear message is that the policy solutions must be formulated to restore andelst ofio
social order so that the commonalty can flourish without endangering the social and
political prestige and power of their betters.

Proposals for the Magdalen House, in their focus on prevention rather than cure,

being the more financially and nadky prudent choice of the two, engineered solutions
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for this dynamic social problem that were predicated on changing the environment. By
removing the penitents from all commerce with the outside world, and by strictly
regulating their daily lives, the Mdglen House removed the potential for immorality as
well as the dangers represented by the many
w0 me n émesesvatiorf. Robert Dingley, in what was the first formal proposal for the
establishment of the Magdaletouse, acknowledged the reality that prostitution is an
intractable problem, and that it can only be
surround young women. The Asnareo appears in
represents the omnipresent daisglat threaten to entrap the young woman, body and
soul, into sin. I't is not just the moral sna
faculties, and all the advantages of Educat:i
circumstances of her life which maker removal to a safe space all the more necessary.
Just as Henry Fielding underscores the importance of bolstering the constitution of the
nation, through rational reforms aimed at restoring the balance of powers between the
gentry and the commonaltyibn gl ey és sol ution to the probl en
number of overlapping protections. Prostitution, that is, is definitely a moral problem, but
also one that arises from the corruption of the social body. It is not that women are
inherentlysinfuy At he seeds of virtue would exert th
removedo (4). Once seduced, Dingley argues,
despair and utter penury, and are then force
unwar y,wl twihmathel v Adi ffuses the contagioné a
any real, lasting solution must begin by remedying the soil, so to speak, and removing
those i mpedi ments to bodily and spiritual h e
rehabiltative value of work: by employing the prostitute in some form of work other than
prostitution, you can simultaneously reform their morals, rescue their bodies from disease
and death, and ultimately save their souls from misery (6).

The effectiveness olush a plan, however, hinges on creating a regulated
environment . Dingl eydés plan to Adi mprove the
regulation of the domestic oeconomy of the Magdalen House, and begins, as well, with

restrictions on the kinds f women who are to be admitted in
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Objects for Admi ssionodo must apply by petitio
approval; they must provide, Ai f possi bl e, a
Name, Agehe&camusdanditrst fAbe r elB)dOnecechdy cl ean e
have gained admission to the House, Dingley writes, they are to be strictly regulated in
terms of theirdressia uni form of | ight grey, black, or
p o s s ipredureably so as not to encourage their vanéy well as separated according
to social distinction, with fAa Superiority o
Behaviour and Education of the Objects; and
(13). This division is also evidenced in other plans for the Magdalens. Joseph Massie

classified the women into four categories: the virtuously, genteelly educated; servants or

those a degree above the meanest sort; the 0
audacious; 0 and those of impaired strength o
Magdalen House were directed not towards saving women, but rather towards restoring
the class divisions that the fagtanging constitution of the country, per Fieldihgd
sapped of their significance.

The Rules, Orders, and Regulations of the Magdalen Hopusdished shortly
after its inception, set out the conditions of the disciplinary regime under which the
penitents could labour for their salvation. The intradicon, borr owed from Di
Plann makes the case for the i mportance of pro
may grow, where Apests, [may become] wuseful
invests the governors and the general committélee House with the power to admit or
deny petitioners, to figive orders concerning
shall be employed most properly, for the adyv

any of the officers and servants of the chafif)) 22Asi de from the committ e
general oversight of the operations of the Magdalen HousRulesset out the duties of
those who worked more directly with the women, which are largely characterized by
auditing their behaviour, dress, and wdrke chaplain, entrusted with the spiritual care

of the penitents, is charged with | eading th

18 Governors of the Magdalen House were appointed purelyehasis of financial

contribution: fAa subscription of twenty gui
|l ife; 0 five guineas bought you a governor st
governorship for | ife after five yearso6 anr
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sick and illiterateé according to the princi
well as making recommendati® to the committee on what he thinks necessary for the
penitentsd i mprovement (13). The matron, who

House as a kind of surrogate mother, oversees the House oeconomy in all respects. She

ensures thattherulestofe house are fAstrictly observed, w
diet, [and] hours of devotion, o0 as well as t
cloaths and persons, and propedld).y empl oyed,

Moreover, the matron sees as the intermediary between the penitents and the outside
world. Both the porter and the messenger are required to report to her, and cannot pass
Aany | etter, message, or other thing into th
(16). Although he Magdalen House was not conceived of as a pritsommnbined a rigid
disciplinary regime with a general prohibition on contact with the outside World.
Penitents were not allowed to leave, even for short periods of time, without clear written
permissiorfrom at least three members of the committee (17).

Beyond these particulars of the Housebs d
arranged into different wards. Upon admission, women would be assigned to a ward for
new penitents, whktoe $bmg Wwomeéd fFfemaant i al
before being assigned to their appropriate station in the House. The different wards,
separated fiaccording to the education or beh
divisions among the penitents.Lew war ds wer e reserved for #fir
women who misbehaved (18). Apart from this higlesel ranking of women, within
each ward one woman would be Aappointed to p
conduct and behavi gstemoffchetkhamd balanses, rom(the8 ) . Thi s
general committee to the charity officers and finally to the women themselves, effectively
created a surveillance culture which facilitated the goal of disciplined reform. This
culture was not only integral to the enbal system of discipline in the Magdalen House,
but also to its appeal to the public. Attendance at chapel was required for all of the

penitents, where they fAsat behind a screen w

The word fpenitentiary, o0 before it became sy
priest appointed to or fdpedrrigtgdApetitedtiary ca d mi ni ¢
is thus a dedicated space in which one does penance for their sins.
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straw bonnets which formedpa of t heir wuni formo (Arnold 77
as Dana Arnold writes, Sunday service at the Magdalen Chapel became very popular
amongthewelheel ed, who travelled to hear the Rev
gawk at the screened figurestoh e peni tents themselveso (77).
that the Magdal endés Athe cultural practice o
that established and reinforced soci al hier a
While the Magdale House combined the principles of urban reférarder, proportion,
and cleanliness in the built environménwith those of religious discipline, it continued
to perpetuate class divisions which reaffirmed its role as a primarily socioeconomic rather
than spiritual enterprise.

Thus, we find that William Dodd, the reverend in residence of the Magdalen,
invokes and conflates economic and medical rhetoric in his sermons. He decries the
Agener al and Fat al preval enceythouséndt he Vvi ce o
women yearly perishing, in all the extremit.i
(vi). This crisis is as much economic as it is medical, as he implores the listener to
Aconsider how our capital storneetdsd, wiidrh many
countless prostitutes, thereby inhibiting legitimate commercial activity, as Defoe had
argued decades prior (vi). Dodd further | ame
infested by these miserable wretches, to the shame of gopod @derech cy, and r el i g
(vi). To discern the nature of the difference between Dodd and Defoe, between whom
there seems to be very little daylight, we must focus on the how each writer characterizes
the primary cause of the wemmekonfusderstamdimgf al | . W
that precipitates their fall, the role of ignorance differs. For Defoe, ignorance and evil are
effectively one and the same, since i f one i
life in a manner contrary to religious prinkgp, one is evil and does not deserve to be
included in civil society. For Dodd, their ignorance is a product of their innocence, and it
is the world that is corrupt, not necessarily the individual within it. Therefore the most
Christian thing to do is tbx it, rather than to condemn those who are ensnared into sin
because of their innocence. Here, a key diff

~

i magined: Defoe writes of prostit-utes as fSn
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century reformers like Ddu flip the script and redefine the terms of innocence in favour
of womenwho lack the necessary education to be able to recognize and dispatch threats

to their virtue?® Dodd preempts the objections that these women who are to be saved by

the hospitalare i mpl 'y opportunists taking advantage

would not suppose that Aa mason would be
indifferent, whether he fell down or not, and broke a leg, because there is an hospital

readytoreei ve him, 0 so does he question how i

car

would willingly endanger themselves by becon

house of penitence anv).Heuarges hEstlistepertb considerc ei ve h

why it is that they place so much stock in the good education of children, and its

preservative effects, and yet hold that a like education cannot have the same effect:
All parents and friends suppose the advantage of education great; and the bias of
religious principles such, that it is sufficient to preserve the mind from deviating
into the paths of error and folly. If not, why are we so solicitous for giving our
children good education, and an early tincture of viriuaed why should we not
presume theame in regard to these woménivlany of whom have entered the
house, utterly ignorant of and uninstructed in the religion of their country (viii)

To save these women, they must first béashioned into children, because otherwise

they lackthe selfjove nance t o be considered anything

than abandon them to misery, it is better that these women, after a probationary period in
which they demonstrate their virtue and learning;dataimed as moratontributing
members of socig.

Despite the apparently great strides of sympathy that helped the Magdalen House
to make the leap from concept to reality, the reforms proposed by Dodd and his
compatriots were hardly seismic. They represent an evolution of sentiment rather than
contmt : thirty years prior, Defoe decl ared

Neglect of Matri mony which the Morals of

/4 [ F] a ct lydemmanstrates totus, that men for the most Part are the Seducers, and
the generality of those, who now claim our aid, have been introduced to their misery,

ot

At F

t he

by the complicated arts of seduction, and &

keenlyawaee of the double standard affecting
their fair fameo (14).

74

won



links the moralizing of Defoe to the sermonizing of Dodd is an investment in affirming

legitimate over illegitimate forms of labour and commerce. Just as prostitution, for

Defoe, is anathema to commerce, since it can
t hat may be serviceable, and keep up a Succe
Apreserv[ing] [women] from present and affl:]
many us el etmugmrehabiitatiorsuader the control of the Magdalen House

(6, 19). Symbolically and pragmatically, monogamous marriage was regarded by

physidans as thgreatest preventativier venereal disease, giving the moral dimension

of marriage an added justification based in scientific rationality. Not only does marriage

help to curb the reproduction of disease by discouraging promiscuity, it alsocidsy

of disordered bodies while defraying the costs to the state. Understood in Foucauldian

terms, womendés amenability to marriage i s a
|l ive or die: this is Fouc audefingdpositvelysasnt i al re
well as negatively, where A[f]rom the point

neutral, and it is thanks to the sovereign that the subject has the right to be alive or,
possibly, the ri gheHistdariest be fHaetder 62580t hdoni ty
and the young Magdal eahilgypandithe exteatofcheir f r om mar r i
downfall, are determined by the extent to wh
generally from the orbit of his protection.
The anonymous novdlhe Histories of Some of the Penitents of the Magdalen
House adopts this moral framework while also critiquing its terms. While it explicitly
makes no claims about the truthfulness of the tales related within its pages, they are
offeredup as representative examples of the kinds of experiences typical of those who
have ended up within the protection of the House. Therefore, while it is undoubtedly a
work of fiction, it is a carefully constructed one that is meant to offer insights iato th
experiences of those women who have been ensnared within prostitution. Even if it does
tend to romanticize its subjects, the novel demonstrates a sustained engagement with the
social, economic, and political issues surrounding prostitution, marriaggeaddr
duringthemide i ght eent h century. Aercauragesthegdader t he n

to move beyond absolute notions of wvirtue an
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step into that way of life oftener proceeds from weakness tharvfrone e-\d).2*( v i
Poverty and desperation, rather than inherent vice, expose one to greater temptations and

snares, and offer less opportunity for the exercise of virtue. This argument, like those

found in previous Magdal etimeinnacdnecraredt ur e, t ur ns
ignorance, their fAinferior advantages toward
claims on the ability to address the true ca

and shame and abandons herhismanisshdattebease and po
stopped, since fAall that the best man can do
others commito (xvii). The regulation of pro
thus to be carried out via the victims rathemntkize perpetrators. By introducing greater

order and discipline into the materi al or gan
encouragements to virtue in terms of religious education and observance, the Magdalen

House off er s t heingptheshemarphedrtirt oppositibn taiita awe n d

inclinationso by providing a place fAsecl uded
and insulto (xiii). The nearly mechanical re
reinforced here, as the authormotet hat fAdecent behavior, wild./

(xiv). Through discipline one may find salvation.
While the preface to the novel reinforces the common wisdom generally espoused
by Magdalen literature, the four narratives presented within rasigbplanation that
their downfall is wholly owing to ignorance and vanity and demonstrate the extent to
which they are the victim of circumstances beyond their control. As Katherine
Binhammer argues, the novel encourages the reader to reconceptuatize prast i on A f r o1
an act of sexwual wvolition to an act of econo
insufficiency of vice as a metric for discussing social disorder (508). The four narratives
of The Historieertainly supports this reading, as they demorestratv a lack of social
support combined with economic deprivation quickly drive a woman to desperate
measures. The woulge prostitute serves as an urgent, material reminder of the
i mportance of other kinds of bodily security

The etiology of venereal disegsmvides us witla critical framework for reading

21 Most likely written by Samuel Richardson, according to Jennie Batchelor and Megan
Hiatt, editors of the Pickering and Chatto editiob& Histories
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The Historieghatbrings the implicit goals of the Magdalen Hospital into stark relief.
Accepting that the goal of the charity was not merely to help women in need,tbatlins
to control womendés bodies and their circul at
the correspondence between the origin and cure of venereal disease and the disciplinary
regime of the Hospital is too close to dismiss as mere coincidence. Thatgenef
vener eal di sease is explicitly lIinked to won
if the woman does not die first from disease, misery, or want, is temperance, self
discipline, and, most importantly, monogamous sexual relations. Thanaxion of
venereal disease clearly overlaps with the narrative structdieedflistoriesConcerns
about womends ci r culi&eoaoverall méssagedeirg thatshal econon
shoul dnét, because itds so daarggesolvedvwhent o her
she finds her way into the comforting, protective embrace of the charity. Not only does
t he Magdal en Hospital és mission touch on all
disease, it also literally quarantines women from theideitsorld, helping to secure
others against their moral, and potentially physiological, contagion. Though the women
are arguably spoiled for marriage, they become, through their stay in the Hospital, models
of selfdisciplined living to be emulated bytheovel 6s readers, and thus
circulation of their characters in the stable confinement of the novel, promote the
inoculation of the general public.
The first and longest narrative, told by Emily, demonstrates the ways in which a
young woman of seemihgvirtuous upbringing can, if she is lacking the protection and
guidance of her father, easily become a sexualized target for others. She begins by
recounting her modest upbringing as the daughter of a West England clergyman. Her
fat her 6s dwerk eduired mm to travehtd tee surrounding parishes,
necessitating a horse, and his travel expenses, combined with the repair costs on their
parsonage house, meant that the familyds fin
them, even though her far earned roughly a hundred pounds annuai8) (8l health
plagued the family, as well, taking the lives of many of her wald&iblings and her
mother by the time she was fourteen; her father would die the following year. Abandoned

totheworld,thdb egi nning of Emilyds story | ocates th
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vice, but in want of domestic oeconomy precipitated not by extravagance but out of pious
devotion. The author effectively inverts the conventional link between illness and vice:
herfate r 6s pi ety and hard work are not rewardeoc
to the typical narrative ascribed to the virtuous poor, but with penury and disease.

The narrative world being crafted by the anonymous novel is one that is curiously
indifferent to the morality of its inhabitants, where virtuous behaviour is not necessarily
rewarded and vice not necessarily punished, as evidenced by the turn the story takes after
Emily | eaves the orbit of her fskstafamilyds pr ot e
friend to take Emily in, but is rebuffed: i i
handsome, 06 then the Lady might have taken he
recommend her to another friend in the county over (11). Adrift withouharfaand
without any prospects of marriage, Emily loses whatever social protections she may have
been afforded and becomes a sexual liability to herself and others, despite having
acquired no such character. Thilefsto[lheHr own i nto
own guidance and support; o though she Ahad b
that age they could not be deeply grounded, nor so fixed as to stand against the
temptations of the worldo (10). She soon bec
Mar kl and, who are fAvery good natured and i nd
have cultivated an immoral environment, destructive of all the souls within (18). Not long
after arriving, Emily discover sepihgwitt t he Mar
each other while everyone in the househol d |
good sense, she finds out, is derived from t
encouraged to indulge the Lacdcgdedregardedast y wi t h
dull when not imitating her mistress (18). V
sexualization continues apace as Sir George
Venus (19). The Mar k| an d gdirible as his garerasywhi,e h i ms e |
he effects polite airs in mixed company, Emi
senti mentso and becomes much more bold and |
sister, Emi |l y obser v e sgattheatriguestofeaheiMsarvaktd, and s, 0

and speaking lightly of religion and virtue, [they] banished both from their family, and
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became not only answerable for their own faults, but for those which their examples
encouraged i n t hei rritigueohtbesunnataral socigl @der) . Emi | yos
cultivated by the Marklands recalls Defoeobs
gentry leads to dissolute behavior in the servant class, and is one of the prime causes of
social disorder.

However, the narrate/flips this convention as well: moral disorder is not
communi cated by emulation on Emilyds part, b
designs on the poor orphan ultimately leave her exposed to even greater harms. The
moral disorder of the Marklandhewre hol d at first raises Emil yod:
begins to wear her down spiritually and physically. She has an increasingly difficult time
avoiding the son, Mr. Markland, who becomes infatuated with her, and finds herself torn
between followingherheat and her religious principles,
(24). On a trip into London, the situation worsens for Emily as she is disproportionately
|l eft alone with Mr. Mar kl and, and | earns of
indifference to libertirsm. Emily finds her correspondence with her sister becoming
more and more difficult to sustain, as her spiritual resolve and physical health grow
weaker in tandem. A[M]y style grew so constr
for the weakness I felhi my heart made writing to her so
when guilt displaced her shame, she ceased writing her altogetk#). (85 her distance
from religious observance and the comfort of family grows, her physical health becomes
increasing perilous as she fAgrew pale and thin, o
obliged to my blusheso (38). Mr . Mar kl and i s
propose to Emily in the hopes of alleviating her melancholy (40). They start a,family
settling into a new home in London, and are happy for a few years until Markland begins
to lose interest in her, eventually accepting a foreign post under a British ambassador.

Left with no support, Emily spends what little money she had saved duing h
marriage on opening a haberdashery, but even her good oeconomy is interrupted as her
past comes back to haunt her. Within two months of opening, bailiffs arrive to arrest her
and seize her goods in partial satisfaction of debts from her previous htmdrwi

Markland. Facing prison, Emily experiences a surprising turn of fortune when an old
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woman next door offers to settle her affairs with the bailiffs and to offer Emily a place to

stay as one of her servants (70). It quickly becomes apparent thabtiherseomen are

not servants at all, but prostitutes, and that the woman is running a bawdy house. Despite

her initial attempts to temper her situation, Emily is beaten at the command of the old

woman, and her child is semlktyaoarnp alst ai nejmu $
[ and] the redress of the |l aw is out of the r

until the old woman eventually dies, setting all the young women free; however, with no

recommendations or family willing to help hershefihnder sel f | eft At o star
empl oyment é a hard fate, [which] touched no
success as a beggar, discovering Athat begga

people fiappointedr [eash]li tb. bhEvenpiantibas$a
driven out by other beggars, she is Areproac
when she could be working (114). With little success as a beggar, she turns back to
prostituti on affunget dnethesstll gharpes papga liemdared from
those my [son] felt, got the better of the |
story demonstrates how the prostituteds sin
making her story legiblas a challenge to contemporary narratives of vice as well as
poverty: she is not inherently depraved, but only engages in vicious behaviour because
she needs to work to survive; she is poor not because she does not want to work, but
because she cannotdimny that is respectable, and none that is respectable will have her
because of the hard choices she has had to make to survive. Poverty is represented as the
consequence of the man who Abreaks throé the
the waman he seduced without protection from the world (xv). It is only when she
di scovers fithe new Hospital o recently opened
the dangers of poverty and the necessity of
and spiritual wellbeing.

Foll owing Emilyds story is that of a your
Emily is duped into a sham marriage, and whose cautionary tale highlights the perils of
not seeking your father 6fs gaupidaintcg, alkeveedhe

This woman comes from a good familh er f at her i s fAa very rich
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t o winand she is the prettiest girl there, by her own estimation, but she has difficulty

attracting suitors nearer her own station (1$he gains the favour of a young man from

the university, Mr. Monkerton, who she finds
a good estate, and no father; that i nsur moun
advant ageo (14 2)s.offdntthdy move to londorsahd n@arryt a k e

privately there, but she is unable to leave the house for a year, he tells her, without being
regarded as his mistress (157) . Monkertonods
guestions him and he deniesyghear e marri ed, because accordin
neither of us [was] of age; and therefore no marriage between us could be valid, without

the consent of our friendso (173). The woman
affair of so much importane wi t hout [ her father 6s] advice,
to despair, to rage, and griefo such that #fb
with the agonies of my mind, and want of f oo
violation is met with ghysiological reaction that mimics the experience of poverty: she

loses her senses and her bodily strength, and exposes herself to the dangers of falling

further.

The efforts of Monkertonds friend Mr. Sen
redeem heby marriage and thus to restore her to her mind and body, are ultimately
ineffective for a number of reasons. Senwil/|
sonds i mpending marriage to a woman of disre
someone else. Blireasons for objecting to the marriage can be ascribed to her impurity
one that is more than spiritual, extending to the sense that she is somehow polluted.

Though we do not | earn of his reasons speci f
impendingmairage fAhad di sturbed the peace of his
stray very far from those that drive the won

with her (201). One evening when Senwill and his wéaddride go to see a play, they

runintohe womanods sister, who becomes #Afilled w
was near so shameless a wretch; and gl adly w
(192). While on first reading it isrclear he
di sapproval of her sisterds disreputabl e con
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rhetoric of disease, which marks the severit

this point, of course, she has not delved into the world of prostitutidmamdoes she

later on in the story: her transgression is against propriety. However, it is also consistent

with the etiology of venereal disease: her disease is both figurative and literal since, by

lying with two different men, she breeds thevenereaips on. Senwi | | 6s f at he

to the impending marriage is thus intelligible both as an objection to the moral stain on

his family and his sonés reputation, as well

to their future sons and daughtdvls. Senwill, unable to contravene the word of his

father, agrees to marry the other woman and leaves her, but not before giving her a

settlement in parting though she is robbed before she can carry out her plan to retire to

the country. Her attempts agttjng a service job fail, as she has no recommendation, and

searching for plain work proves even less fruitful (234). Finally, she remembers Senwill

mentioning Athis blessed asylumo and applies
The story of the third womaserves as a cautionary tale about the social

consequences of illegitimate children, who were most often left to the charge of the

parish and poorly cared for. This woman describes how she was raiséaboying

class family until she was thirteen, agidcovered at the age of eight that her supposed

mot her was not her real mo ti Bognethirg thatuind , but 0

out to be a lie, but which shapes her eventual desire to run away from home in search of

her true family (243). Hemdopt i ve family were fAsi mple and

had no employment but spinning (246). When her adoptive mother dies, and her father

becomes too sick to support the family without parish help, she is sent back to the parish

where she wasbora,s her adoptive one was all too Agl .
returned, she is Aconsigned over to [an ol d
|l ived on so |ittle that #fAshe half starved he
womandeliht ed in telling all who would hear it t

it gave her an opportunity of animadverting on the supposed imprudence of my
mot her, and the consequences of mands de
wickedness of both; blessing hdfsall the time, that she had preserved herself

from female frailty and male art; then there was enough of the marvelous in it, to
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make no unentertaining part of conversation; and what perhaps pleased her the
most of all, was, that it gave an air of distiion to her servant, which her
imagination reflected back on herself (2811
Selton invokes all the familiar tropes of the seduction narrative in what effectively
doubles as a metacommentary on the novel itself, and Magdalen literature more
generally. Hereasons for helping the young woman evidence the limits of public
sympathy by showing how it is predicated on a false distinction between the rich and the
poor that is based on biology, loosely understood, and which grants sympathy only on the
basisofi neage. To wit, Madame Selton deems it A
what they [can] for young persons of Dbirth,o

because fithere was a nobler way of thinking

than in the vulgar, whose ideas were as mean
taking in the young gir| parall el those whic
younger sister to recoil with Hhffermg or at her

responses embody the ways in which the burgeoning medaal regime of the 1740s
and 1750s infiltrates and shifts public sentiment about both prostitutes and the poor in
general. Madame Seltonds sympatbythelzlief or her
in the young womanoés gent eel provenance. Her
motivated out of her desire to preserve and reproduce those of good stock, while
presumably doing nothing for the children of the underserving vulgar sorte@bion
of the sister in the second narrative makes the biological imperative explicit: she regards
her own sisterdéds infamy as contagious, thus
becomes instrumental in reinforcing social and cultural boundari@ssageostitutes and
the poor. Moral deficiencies are read as essential rather than incidental: they are
unsuitable for marriage because they can transmit their contagion down the family blood
line, and they are unsuitable for civil society because tbeaduct and very existence
endangers the stability and health of the body politic.
If the narrative contends that poverty naturally follows directly from sexual
promiscuity, as the community rejects the offending woman, it also presents the argument

thati t will follow the child, |l ong after the p
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circumstances of the childés formative years
family, the young woman decides to go to London in search of her birth mother, gho, it

clear to the knowing reader, is a bawd, and who happily receives her into her home to live
amongst her and her fAother childrendo (5). Th
womanoés misunderstanding whi-lostdasgkeeHet i nes up
first, Mr . Mastin, is struck by the young wo
control, but after a period of time together he, like the others, grows tired of her and sends

her to live with his sister, Mrs. Lafew, as her servant. Thalnghhas an affair with her

husband, Mrs. Lafew responds in divine fashion by introducing Fanny to the
Afundamentals of religion, of which [ she] ha
on a path to redemption and, ultimately, the Magdalen HouseTB@ugh the dazzling

example of her personal conduct, Mrs. Lafew saves the young woman from herself by

showing her a way of living that was never available to her in her simple, brutal
upbringing. This narrati veosreaiverdudatios,i on demo
and that even those who seem irredeemable can be saved as long as they want to be.

The final story features a woman who is somewhat older, in her 30s, who wants to
marry for | ove but i s insteadakeswhaosebodyy her pa
was worn out, [and] his mind unreformedo (60
woman should be forced into marriage, acknowledging the value of mutually loving
relationships, but ultimately continues the common thread of tivéopeethree stories:

pursuing desires not endorsed by legal marriage brings only poverty and misery. This old

man, Mr. Merton, takes her to his country se
i's unable to enjoy bec alfiicgesttoftHarge theanatureaoh er e ; an
everything about meo (64). Some time into th

Wells, where Merton travels yearly to repair his constitution. There, she runs into Captain
Turnham, her love interest from home, and theyoff to be together. She gives birth to

a sickly boy, sickly perhaps because of his disordered parents, and they are only able to

live together for six months before Merton finds them and imprisons her in a dilapidated

old house, the state of whichshe@cuses on in some detail. She

to pieces, 0 the walls decaying and covered w
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t hat one could not walk but at the peril of

Afa bog, whémei hilar gf frogs had fixed their

sounds of c¢crickets and owls, gives her no pe
horror, and | could scarcely preserve myself
towint er, her situation becomes worse, as the
l eft in the room, 0 and Athe dampness of my r
could never get free-4f)romMewhidiet] Wa®,t her ¢a

endeavours were used to render my food a means of mortification; for the little that was
given me was of the very worst sort, and des
me to eat enough to keep me al irexternal ( 104) . AF
environment with her own state of mind and b
or exercise, or had any indulgence allowed me which could have proved of a little service
to my health, or relief to my mind, | might have been bettertalde bear my sorr ows
(104). Her poverty | eaves her Ain continual
with crying and want of sleepdo (105). Her s
the sinister housekeeper falls ill with a fever, antbrafome additional deceptions, she
reunites with Captain Turnham, seeking asylum in Scotland where they live for several
years before shipping out to Gibraltar; however, he dies, leaving her penniless three years
later. After much difficulty securing pasge home, the woman finds she cannot support
her and her children and applies to the Magdalen House to avoid returning to the
di stresses of poverty that made her a prison
her senses, as well as of her owcuwinstances.
S

Kat herine Bi nhammer amdgnany ef har doartshipAunl i ke E
narrative sisters, these women trust that their sexual desires speak a truth about their
emotional attachments, and they claim a right to act upon that &dgatather than
having to |l earn to contr ol ,2Theaiffitcutyani n, or si |
making this kind of resistant reading of the novel is that, far from being celebratory of

womenods sexual desir e, suggbsethaamwornenwhoactdnes e f our

22The daracter of the novel by the same name, written by Fanny Burney.
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their emotional attachments are endangering themselves body and soul, either because
they are aspiring beyond their station or because they have disobeyed or run afoul of their
father. Each of these stories, in some way, empbesshat the consequences of this
di sobedi ence, of following oneb6s desires out
and that the parentodés sin follows the child,
misery. Women bear a special onus for stmpdown and ultimately stopping this cycle,
by abstaining from immoral sexual conduct, by not following their desires, and by
modelling the kind of pious behaviour that feeds into the stability of the community.
Neglecting this duty, they expose themsslt@all kinds of risks to their bodily and
spiritual health because of their poverty, and further endanger their communities.
The Magdal en Hospital bdés role in saving th
influence of ideas about the importance of urb&orne. The regulated and orderly space
of the Magdalen Hospital is the precondition of their penitence and eventual salvation:
exposed to the dangers and snares of the city, these women have no hope of reform,
because the realities of economic deprivatidathiw the space of the city make it
extremely difficult to act virtuously. It is the comforting, controlled embrace of the
charity that enables them to commit to the kind ofde€ipline and seltare that will
free them from their immoral past. Whilke peni tentsd reformation i
religious, the conditions of admittance into the Magdalen Hospital go beyond merely
instilling piety to the control of their diet, dress, and deportment. The disciplinary regime
of the Hospital is another aspectbfé ur ban ref ormersd nostal gi a
which undergirds their belief in the importance of order in the built environment to
producing and maintaining public morality, specifically that of the lower orders.
By providing a controlled environmefar those women whose lack of economic
and social support endangers their health and wellbeing, Magdalen supporters effectively
inoculate the body politic: removing this disease from the streets, but also, once brought
into the fold of the Hospital, frorthe women themselves by restricting their contact with
anyone from the outside world. The rhetoric of disease that pervades the writing of urban
reform and Magdalen charity supporters draws an explicit connection between the

etiology of venereal diseasedhtie relationship between the prostitute and the body
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politic. To recal/l Pierre Desault for a mome

same Womb, of different Characters and Temperature, are disposed by their

Heterogeneity to ferment and corrupeth e, and t o hatch Venereal w

are reminded that uppelass fears about the collapse of social distinctions are literally

inscribed on womendés bodies, as the origin o

importance of maintaining anogamous sexual relations as well as-delfipline more

generally: the generation of venereal poison threatens the health of men, women, and

their eventual of fspring. The disordering ef

body is materialized thrayh the foundling, that living proof of sin which constitutes both

a threat to the natural order of inheritance as well as a form of excess life outside the

proper bounds of legitimate marriage, and which creates additional strains on the state for

its mantenance. Thus does the Magdalen movement yoke together, in compelling and

innovative fashion, the rhetoric and etiology of disease with the moral and economic

crisis represented by the threat of womenoés

uniquelybio-po |l i t i cal i mperative for disciplining
At the same time, it raises the possibility that the dangers faced by these women

are not unique to the seduced or fallen woman, but instead arise out of the more

pernicious social evilof povertty Though t he Magdal en Hospital

humble style of living, the poor themselves are regarded in an unforgiving light, in spite

of the novel ds supposed commitment to a prin

womenods downf spectable, middielbse fallerrmemen éfhe Histories

serve as the inspiration to charity, the truly poor are beyond contemplation, and appear

only to reinforce these womenbés exceptional!

my t ear s o0 thrdataned wEhrfollbwyng hesdisobedience; the beggars Emily is

forced to compete with for her bare subsistence on the streets; and the poor family who

raises the young orphan girl of the third narrative as a relative simpleton, who sell her off

to an oldrake, and effectively doom her to a life of hardship. By fetishizing poverty as

the cure for modern excess, the novel demons

extends to those who are not too far removed from their relatively respectable origins,

reinforcing the idea that there are those who really just deserve to be wretched and poor.
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Chapter 3: Preventative medici ndheand urban r

Expedition of Humphry Clinker

This chapteillustratesh o w T o b i assTheE&xpedioh af HumBhry Clinker

engages with two complementary strains of social reform in theergideenth century:

the campaign for urban reform and the newfound importance placed -alissgifine as

a guarantor of good health. In the first part of this ygddaace the roots of Tobias

Smol |l ettdés argument for urban reform in the
and the public policy debate over the paving, cleaning, and lighting of the streets. | show

how Smollett actively draws on the convensmf geometry and architectural theory in

support of an argument about the correspondence between the health of the individual

and disorder in the built environmeiihe critique of urban disorder the Expedition of

Humphry Clinkerinvokes many familiatropes about the relationship between luxury

and the monstrousness of the general public. Tobias Smollett draws on this satirical
tradition when his protagonist, Matthew Br an
an overgrown monster; which, like eogsical head, will in time leave the body and
extremities without nourishment and supportao
conventionality of the rhetoric Matthew Bramble uses to describe this crisis, its origins do

not lie in the growing population of thetgior at least not exclusively. Rather, Smollett

traces an alternative explanation for the origins of social decay which locates the blame
substantially in the character of the urban environment, which alternately bolsters or

degrades the civility of itshabitants according to the degree of responsibility with

which it is managed. Although we can choose to consume objects of art and literature,
Smol |l ettds argument in this novel is that we
he reserve his strongesiticisms for those in the position to ensure the proper regulation

of the urban environment, and so to mitigate
which are entirely within mands control. Sin
the yourg foundling are more vulnerable to, and cannot regulate their interactions with,

the corrupted spaces of such places as London and Bath, there is a corresponding moral,

social, and economic imperative to enforce the rules of order, proportion, and

88



conveni@ce in the built environment.

By Il ooking at the architectural foundatio
| uxury, and charactersd descriptiaohapter of and
explores how the novel conceptualizes bodily vulnergials the product of aesthetic
failures in the built environment, and their
cures?® In the case of Bath, in particular, Smollett demonstrates the necessity of urban
reform as a means of preventing the disordemsdo cure; however, this example also
demonstrates the limits of urban reform, as it takes place ten to fifteen years after the
implementation of a number of reforms there in the 1750s. In the second part of this
essay, | examine in greater detail thedkof ideal subject that is posited by mid
eighteenth century medical discourse, and how the labouring class is simultaneously
fetishized and disavowed as both a model of healthy living as well as of a lack of self
discipline. By reading the character afitdphry Clinker through the lens of
contemporary medical theory, | argue that th
rooted in the misapprehension of individual agency in the eighteentiry
understanding of diseaseodo pfriwmaradcknowlfaddet
are most susceptible to the charge of poorg@ernment, we can better understand how
the growing emphasis on seliscipline is predicated on a refashioning of old prejudices
towards the poor.

S

The neoclassicalesthetic conventions of eighteerténtury British architecture
presupposed that the essence of divine creation could be understood, reproduced, and
communicated according to a set of rational, mathiernaa | principles. Br ook
work, Linear Perspectie (1715), reimagines the terminology and practice of perspective
in architecture and painting with the aim, a
al | manner of Objects.o A painting Ain its u

A 0 u g kotaffest the Eye of the Beholder, that he should not be able to judge whether

ZThe sources used to discuss the architectur
luxury in Humphry Clinkerare admittedly not standard for the period. They have been
chosen because theypport my argument that Smollett is purposefully drawing on
classical architectural thought to advocate for the importance ofegllated space,
in contrast to the disordered, unplanned kind of development that he observes at Bath.
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what he sees be only a few Colours laid artificially on a Cloth, or the very Objects there

repr es e2h The fithful feproduction of light and shadow, distance and regarne

means that the represented object is enginee
Ray of Light ought to come from any Point of
would do from the corresponding Point of the real Object, if it were plabede it is

i magined to bedo (2). This faith in the order
in the idea that geometrical principles allow for the perfect representation of real objects.

Whil e Tayl or s treat i s enctioreokagtistic no cl ai ms o
representation, Joshua Kirby, in hisrevisionandmee sent ati on of Tayl or 6
1761 workThe Perspective of Architectumremarks that the proper function of
perspective and design is to produce agreeable sensations isén@rapsubject. He
writes:

Amidst the infinite variety of beauty, observable in the works of nature, there are

some forms or shapes which seem so nicely adapted to the feelings of our own

minds, as to excite in us theost pleasing and agreeable sensatiand there are

others of an opposite, or indelicate nature, that obtrude themselves Ujkan us

di sagreeabl e companions, and give a degre

drawing the perspective representation of any object, the utmost care should be

taken to avoid disagreeable or unnatural forms, and especially those which would

in general be displeasing. (1)

His emphasis on the centrality of pleasure to the work of the architect, as well as to the

work of the artist, defines their work principally ierms of a responsibility to maintain

fidelity to nature. This responsibility is f
of the artistds, to provoke feelings of disg
the ability of thougHt u | design to produce mor al subj ect .
formsodo in painting are indeed Ali ke disagree

level of the built environment is invariably disruptive of social harmony.
In an earlyeighteenth cemry reprinted translation dfhe Theory & Practice of
Architecture(1727), influential seventeentientury French architect Claude Perrault

explicitly draws this connection between architecture and painting. Architecture, he
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writes, i s 0 aangar Retation, and v hlisatutely meeessary to the Art of
Paintingo (Dedication). This belief was root
architecture and the human form. As Perrault writes another vidrieatise of the Five
Orders ofColumns inArchitecture( 1 708) , At he Rules of those Pr
t he Beauty of Buildings, were taken from the
According to this reasoning, if man is made in the image of God, then the proportions of
the body can be harrsed to reproduce the principles of divine order in the built
environment (46¥*Per rault writes that just as musi ci é
a Consonance, 0 so too are architects agreed
architectue, is to elevate the sentiments by surrounding the individual with beautiful
forms, then the aesthetic failures of the built environment and social discord are mutually
productive of one another.

The close relationship between the built environment acidlsarder is evident in
the 1771 introduction to th&rchitecture of M. Vitruviusin which the editor writes that
the neglect of the art of architecture in Br
commotion and t he un Blewton ii).dhe genéra commotionhet he nat
refers to is, at least for the moment, of secondary concern to his observation of the close
relationship between political and spatathitectural disturbance; we might identify the
general cause of this disturbancen it he ri se of the individual

experience of disorder, or disorientation, arising from the social and economic

reorganization of Britain. I n this respect,
carries considerablee i ght : fAevery building should by it
destination & purpose, and that some charact

buildings must have not only a purpose, but also a destination, places the practice of
architecture at the nexwo$ city-building and something more transcendent: the capacity
to order society.

The regulatory function served by architecture, and this ideal of the architect as

both a creator and guarantor of civic harmony, is derived in part from the view that

24 Allmeasuresor chi tecture, according to Vitruvius
of the human body; as, the digit, the palm, the foot, and the cubit; these are divided
into the perfect numberé ten; because ten i
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archtecture is the foundation of all the arts and sciences, and of civilization as well. The
architect is therefore, according to Vitruvius, one who must be a master of drawing,
geometry, optics, arithmetic, history, philosophy, music, physic, the law, aod@sy:
mastery of the natural world is requisite to the calling of the architect, since he is one who
shapes the world (2). Jeremy Till traces this connection further in an essay on architecture
and contingency. Drawi ng dransgg&ssmn, Tiljalguea ss and
that Athe classical body signifies an ordere
system of form. The Vitruvian body, on which so much architecture still leans for
support, is thus much more than a nice metaphor of cohéren¢e 1rzira NlcEwen
agrees that whil e the ddemBooksstthe baglyjtsseopeap hor o f
reaches beyond the metaphorical to the imperial @2h e cites Vitruvi usos
correspondence in which, in a letter to Emperor Augustusrdss tnim to recognize that
t hat the Emperorés responsibility was not on
also for the fitness of public buildingsé [ w
maj esty of empire. 0 | hlinktthie practice of arghiteecture,in Mc Ewe n
its earliest stages to Athe iIi mperi al progr an
of the ways in which power is guaranteed and reproduced in the built environment (122).

The story of architecture isthusgrh h about the origins of «ci
art of building, [mankind] gradually proceeded to other arts and sciences, and from a
savage and rustic way of | ife became humane
classical form, Perrault, like otharchitects of the eighteenth century, understood that the
practice of architecture linked Britain historically and materially to the achievements of
ancient Rome. By reproducing the material and aesthetic standards of Roman society in
the built environmet, British architects maintained fidelity to, and continuity with,
recognizable forms of civilization. Of course, the reality of architectural practices in the
eighteenth centuryas far from the ideal set out in the works of Perrault and others. This
tersion between history and reality demonstrates the reasons why these broad shifts in

social and economic life were perceived as horrific by Smollett and his contemporaries:

®fAo6Bodi es wer e ]Jwhnoo teess,,6 dwhrcoEswe nwhol eness was
of coherence. The agent of coherehde the body of the world and in all the bodies
initi wasratio. 6 Ri ght from the beginning, then, w
architecture as an actofimposilgder , of taking the unruly ai
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without a recognizable historical referent, the emergent aesthetics of modera life a
grotesque.

This perceived convergence between aesthetic and social disorder is produced out
of a nostalgic relationship with history. Nostalgia certainly animated eighteenth century
architectural theory, in particular the simmering debate over wheltiesical forms were
given undue deference. In his work on elegiac and pastoral nostalgia, Aaron Santesso
identifies nostalgia as a strategy for remembering which focuses on enjoyment of the
form rather than the content; the memory itself, he arguessidental to the palliative
function of nostalgia. Along similar lines, Claude Perrault takes up this issue in his
comparison of music and architecture, in which he remarks that it is difficult to know
whether our love of both are, in fact, founded on ooasce and proportion, or whether,
|l i ke a fetish, Aupon custom onlyo (v). Since
who follow the example of the ancients, Perrault wonders whether it is reasonable to
presume that t he aongnodd&reasoss,thodgh de carmdtindthegn but f
out, 0 and a blind adher enc eadvised kicdlofa s si c al e X a
ent husiasm (xv). This critique of the seemin
emergent skepticism towards, and flaggreverence for, old modes of social
organi zation. It also serves as part of a br
relationship with history, one aspect of which takes place through architectural theory and
practice. In the following pages, lilconsider the relationship between space and the
subject in Smollettbés representation of Bath
goals of urban reform to help secure the physical and moral wellbeing of those within the
resort town.

Bath nd only serves as the setting for many of the most memorable passages from
the novel, but it also reveals, in its grotesquerie, the transformative effects of economic
progress on the built environment. It is appropriate that one of the most memorable
sectims of the novel, and the source of some of
architecture and urban space, is based in Bath. As Paul Elliott argues, Bath was the most
influential townscape in the second half of the eighteenth century. It had a felative

uniform character, such that even for cranks such as Bramble it had its redeeming
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gualities, and yet its fAnew | andscapeodo sprun

of independent developers and craftsmen (238). Despite this flurry of actiynas

Varey has argued, Bat hds most influenti al ar

1727, Wood was a central animating force in the construction of the-teaortcreating

such distinctive architectural features as the Circus. Within fiftysy&@rey details how

Bath had been transformed from fAa rather sqgu

el egant and fashionable resort,o in | arge pa
This transformation demonstrates the interconnection between social and

economic power and the construction and regulation of space. In 1765, John Wood wrote,

in his Description of Batha history of the spa town as well as the various laws and

regulations governing its roads, buildings, and public spaces. Beginning in 1792, Ba

1]

incorporated itself as a town, striking up
Governing himo (405). 't instituted regul ati
Streets and Publick Ways of the Cihedy cl ean a
with those regulating the baths, preventing spoiled meat from being sold in the market,

and for AExpelling and Restraining certain |
infractions, which were directed to the support of the poor in the twiwvhich there

were plenty, despite Bat hoélkwseeraparcslarly o r ef i ne
directed towards the elimination of filth, but this directive also extended to the social

body in the form of laws governing proper social decorum. Melveomen were

forbidden from entering the baths without decent coverings, from throwing other people

into the baths unawares, and fAdisorderly or
abus[ing] any Persono (408). Anonlationadwel, wer e su
with the interaction between animals and water especially targeted. Dogs were not to be

thrown into the baths, and horses and other animals were not to be washed in the streets;

N

neither was any person t orCardoambornearanyl ay any
open Streeto (409). These regulations govern
of minimizing the crosgontamination between beast and man, reducing the exposure of

the gentry to general filth and disorder, and of lingtthe exposure of its wetb-do

guests to anything unbecoming of their rank or sex.
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Such regulations not only protected Bathbo
an environment that supposedly fostered greater social harmony. There was prewiously n
interaction there between the nobility and the gentry, Wood writes, which was happily
changed by the introduction of changes to th
Walks were made for Exercise, and a House built for Assembling in, Rank lodgan t
laid aside, and all Degrees of People, from the Private Gentleman upwards, were soon
united in Society with one anothero (411). R
enabled greater sociability, were joined to those governing social interaationgst the
upper classes as a means of creating a more comfortable, refined experience. The
honorary laws which informally governed social relations in Bath untitcaittury were
formally declared in 1742, coinciding with the completion of the Gramdd@a These
laws served as a code of conduct for the gentry and nobility, variously establishing that
gentl emen were to Ashew Breeding and Respect
t hat any one goes to anot heré®s OPIlAdalyh,atoral Br e
of Lies and Scandals be taken for their Auth
ill that another dances beforethemEx cept such as have no Pret el
(412). These regulations were apparently effeaiveugh in preserving civility at Bath,
though they did not account for the disruptive behaviour of the lower orders.

While gentlemen, at one time, regularly carried swords, Wood writes that this
practice was discontinued on account of the disturbanoesked by insolent chairmen,
those men whose job it was to ferry the upper classes about town in sedan chairs. The
impertinence of the gisoaked servant class, Wood notes, rather than any breach of
decorum on the part of the gentry themselves, figurddeagrimary obstacle to social
harmony in Bath. At the center of prohibitive, targeted regulations in Bath were the
notorious chair men, Ait having been usual Wi
Gentlemen to draw their Swords upon them; and then, bynDiefg themselves with
their Chair Polesé frighted the Ladieso with
the chairmen was justified for many reasons, among them ensuring that they would not
be drunk while operating the chairs, as one account hegitfes one who was wunabl

much as to hold up the Head of the Chair whi
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The regulation of the chairmen served a similar function to that of the regulations
governing the paving, cleaning, and lighting of the streetkingahe most agreeable,
comfortable experience possible for the gentry who visited the town. Their regulation
was, in fact, enumerated alongside those provisions governing the regulation of space,
effectively incorporating them as features of the buMiremment rather than as
individuals in need of protections themselves. John Wood concludes his account of the
lawsandbyy aws of Bath arguing that W@Athe I nhabiteé
they now enjoy, stand in Competition for the Blessing withInhabitants of any other
City in the Kingdomo (414). He does not asse
paradise; to the contrary, he acknowledges the need for more improvements to correct the
remaining fADefects i n t hhappiheaswfitecitizensanmdr der t o
visitors (414). Chief among these defects, h

Licensing and Regulating the Chairmen, 0 the

1]

prevented the Commi ssi on e rasappareatipminfBmossc over i n

epi sode that occurred in the spring of 1743,

(7]

everal other great Personagesé refused to n
to their respective Lodgindiso®nBdanawdd eaf tbh
invisible Handso that threw dirt on them, fAw
of the disappoi-5ted Chairmeno (414

I n Smoll ettdés novel, Matt hew Bramblebds cr
along a number of frdg, beginning with its architectural failures. While John Wood may
have been the most notable architect working to transform Bath in this period, the rapid
expansion of Bath could not have proceeded without the efforts of countless middling
class businessem and entrepreneurs. The civic dedication of these countless men,
however, had resulted, i n Brambl eds esti mat.i
the Arage of building has |l aid hold on such
developmentin Bat h has been Acontrived without jud
and stuck together with so |ittle regard to
short of chaotic. In violation of the architectural principles of Vitruvileh@ated by

Pe raul t, Bramble complains that the #fAdiffere
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interfere with, and intersect with one anoth
(65).

Whil e Matthew Bramblebds critigue of Bath
disappoval of its aesthetic failings, this concern cannot be separated from how it affects
individual sé6 health and bodily integrity, pa
therefore most vulnerable, to disorders produced by a lack of regulation anchg@lanni

Smollett further demonstrates his familiarity with neoclassical architectural discourse and

norms in Matthew Bramblebds remar ks on the Ci
of John Wood is not i mmune to Bsapmettyl ebds barb
baubl e, contrived for shew, and |l ooks I|ike V

thus figuring this central architectural feature of Bath as a literal inversion, or perversion,
of the classic building (64). Bramble goes on further to emat@éts defects according to
the standards of Vitruvian theory. The fAgrea
height of the different orderso of col umns,
which are both chil diosuhs aontdh enmri sfpel aatcuerde, so fadneds
part of its effect upon the eyed and damn it
convenience (64).

However much Brambleds critique is premis
his comparison of the Circus to Covent Garguggests that his critique is not merely

aesthetic, but also to a large extent pragmatic. Bramble suggests that the Circus might be

more amenable to al/l if it were more |ike Co
roundo that istnhnoal bgl pl maséengesbhée which al
covered walk, and shelter[s] the poor chairn

His critique of thoughtless design is ultimately born of concern for public health, even

that of the lower order and a prudent desire to prevent needless exposure to the elements

in addition to other manufactured sources of danger. The absence of a covered walkway,
Bramble fears, fiproduces infinite mischief t
totheCic us, it hstreetligdo difcalty steep, and slippery, that in wet weather,

it must be exceedingly dangerouso (64). I n t

buildings of questionable aesthetic value, but also quite literally imperils thbeumd
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of those who will come to inhabit the space. Just as Joshua Kirby argues that unnatural or

di sagreeable forms wil/ cause fHa degree of p
remar ks, dwill naturally sttmaxdggerated wi t h a det
i mpression on the irritable nerves of an inv
foll owing Kirby and others, confl ates aesthe

physiological counterparts.

Whil e Brambl ebs f oc uletcfaturepohBath,attsal ogui ng t
precisely for these reasons that the town is also such an important example of the
relationship between the individual and the built environment, and more broadly of the
transformative effects of capital in the eighteenthtcanr y. Under | yi ng Br ambl
of the form of Bath is his belief in a mechanical relationship between the form of the city
and its inhabitants. It is an argument that is later adopted by Lewis Mumford, in the
t wentieth cent ur y, takes foron inihe city; ansl in tutm,autbaniofms] i n d
condition mindo (5). Though writing in the 2
Wood, Matthew Bramble, and their contemporaries in the urban reform movement
understood very well: the design of buildingoads, and the general engineering of
public space has a necessarily profound impact on social organization. The process by
which the mind takes its form in the city is implicitly taken up in eighteeatttury
architectural theory. For the architedtistprocess is an aesthetic question that reflects the
natural affinity between art and architecture. Maade spaces and buildings have the
capacity to provoke pleasing or displeasing sensations in the viewing subject, and so to
affect the psychologicalna physiological condition of the individual.

In Humphry Clinkey we see some of the more common iterations of this critique
in the association between luxury and immorality. Using tropes of monstrousness and
decay which evoke Swiyf SbdsoswikbesdcBrpmbodoe wbrai
numbers of peopl e, and the number of houses
streams that swell this irresistible torrent of folly and extravagance, shall either be
exhausted, or turned into other channels, bigderds and events which | do not pretend

t o f o(66y*SBereadmb | eds anxi eties about class | evel

®Swi ftdos poem describes the shower that wash
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be understood more generally as emerging out of the reality that the middling classes, and

even the poor, were not very fanreved from the gentry both physically and

economically (1213). His inability to maintain his composure in the face of the

grotesque scenes presented by the town, while it seems to confirm his argument about the
deforming effects of modern living, evinci thin line between him and the plebeian

masses. Brambl e i s qgwo meuas histsister @abithayrentarksn d e r e d
Athis, o he writes, Ais a subject on which I
66)2 It is in this sense thaiscritical belief in the salutary benefits of urban reform is

|l egi ble: he counts himself among the fAdel i ca
spa town and leave not restored but only more broken (64).

Brambl edbs descriptiBathbf whiecmoasitsesshes
general tide of |l uxury, o0 is not unlike his a
craze. In this respect, he rehearses the predominant complaints about luxury and fashion
in this part of the period: namely, the soppd lack of understanding on the part of the
nouveaux richeabout what to do with their money. Both complaints are effectively
rooted in what Bramble regards as a shared lack of history. Just as the architecture of
Bath exhibits no due deference to cleakarchitectural standards, he laments the
collective lack of interest on the part of theseiveaux riches emulating uppeclass
behavior, and thereby maintaining, at least, the semblance of social continuity and order.

He compl ains afbofudr thwmpes,t@arfidlsgr ks and factor
Apl ant edrsi,veregyg,r oand hucksters, 0 Aagents, com

have enriched themselves from Britainds war

Amen of | owbrbeedihng,aondalnlo of whom have found
short span of time, but Adischarge their aff
me n , Aintoxicated with pride, vanity, and pr
mob of impudent plebains, who have neither understandin
social order, swallowing up the fAvery incons

that contains ASweepings from butchersbo
puppies, stinking sprats, alldreecd i n mud, / Dead cat s, a
63): in short, the byproducts of folly and extravagance that Smollett complains about.

2’Tabi thaés cor r up tnonocompasfmentisheaning rrotof soung hr a s e,
mind.

St &
nd t
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still visit Bath (66). Their lack of judgement and understanding renders them as both
symptom and cause ofther c hi t ect ur al f ailures of Bath, i
startingupineveryodt et and every corner of Bath, o0 cro
Acontrived without judgmenté and stuck toget
propr i et yaoklikenhtlse twredk pfisteests ahd squares disjointed by an
earthquakeo (65).

In a rather violent episode, Bramble confronts the Creole Colonel Rigworm to
contest his presumed right to have his black servants play the French horn for his
diversion.Braml# 6 s nephew Jery notes rather sardonic
rudiments of execution, [and] produced such discordant sounds, as might have
di scomposed the organs of an ass. o0 Rather th
requesttobgui et , Acontinued their noise, and evel
disagreeable; laughing between whiles, at the thoughts of being able to torment their
betters with impunity. o Col onel Rigworm f 1l ou
assertinghis i ght to enjoy the Acommon staircase, 0
replying he Amight | ook for |l odgings el sewhe
an ailing old man, responds to the amateur n
astanishing vigour and agility, that both their heads and horns were broken in a twinkling,
and they ran howling downoosrtoai(résO)t.o Itnh ewhratma
essentially a proxy battle between old and new money, this moment of slapstick provide
comic relief, albeit at t h-amexrpse,nte ewld dthan d
as the unfortunate proxy for the true object
money, who either do not know or do not observe the honorary laws gay&ath,
threatening the social order of the gentry, and the porousness, and overlap between,
public and private space in a crowded urban environment.

The notion that cities are inherently corrupting seems to be specific to London
and Bath, however, &r amb|l e6s descriptions of Edinburgh
approaching the level of vituperation he reserves for English cities. Not only is Edinburgh
more beautiful, bettey over ned, and more mor abbeddfhan Londo

g e ni u s plicatidn heee, af gaurse, is that there is a direct correlation between these
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gualities (269). Of its defects of convenience and cleanliness, he remarks, much more
charitably than he does -gubjecBartdlittlodefecitendon, t
(254). Al though Afrom the nature of [Edinbur
very convenient or very cleanly, it has, nevertheless, an air of magnificence that
commands respect, 0 which evidencesastts good
with Bath and London in his description of the Scottish city is stark:
The castle is an instance of the sublime in scite and architeciuits.
fortifications are kept in good orderé. T
outward gate to the uppend of the high street, is used as a public walk for the
citizens, and commands a prospect, equally extensive and delightful, over the
county of Fifeé. Edinburgh is considerabl
there are divers little elegant squaresthaoithe Englie manner; and the citizens
have planned some improvements on the north, which, when put in execution,
will add greatly to the beauty and convenience of this capital. (270)
The beauty of its environs is surpassed only by the quality ofatgppe e , Aamong whom
Bramble writes, | have met with more kindness, hospitality, and rational entertainment, in
a few weeks, than ever | received in any other country during the whole course of my
I i f e-®). BrainbBl& clearly links the excellence of Edingh to the quality of its
architecture, urban planning and management, and finally to the integrity of its judiciary,
legislature, and public officers. Even the poor are taken care of through the workhouse
where they are fAemplernyendt alticloirtdiiemg, @ oand eti h
to contribute to the prosperity of the city (269). Its political economy is calibrated to
guarantee the security, dignity, and prosperity of all individuals.
His positive representation of Edinburgh works to i@ioé what Thomas Keymer
has i dentified as the compl ex na-teacbingal i sm of
exploration of Britishnesso that fdAexpl ores a
and vexed to be cl| assleSimilarlg thpexamplegfer suasi ondao
Edi nburgh demonstrates the complexity of Br a
adopts a recognizably Augustan framework while simultaneously complicating the

contempt the Augustans had for the ordinary man or woman. Brawdsendt believe
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that capitalism is inherently immoral, but rather that it can be tamed and harnessed for the
public good by the conscientious application of public policy. His debate with Lismahago
reinforces this point. Bramble maintains, against Lismahéag st r i dent st ance
contrary, that W@Aby proper regulations, comme
withoutthe allayo f s uc h ¢ on c o nff Hisdatus oneusbanlreguation ( 3 1 9 ) .
offers a means of approaching the question of how to sayilitie that does not rely
upon the remediation of individual tastes and habits of consumption, but instead on
creating an environment that is conducive to both commerce and public health, thus
creating the conditions for civilized economic prosperity.

This focus places him squarely within the camp of those who advocated for issues
such as the paving and lighting of public streets. Miles Ogborn argues that these debates
shed | ight on Athe conjoint, and pesandbl emat i c
O0privatized individualsdéo (91). The campaign
regulation of public space, commerce, and private individuals in service of concerns
about public health and morality. In one respect, the campaign for urban reform
represented an opportunity to reintroduce the ideals of classical order and proportion into
the maintenance and improvement of existing and future buildings and infrastructure.
John Spranger é6s 1754 plan for pavistergs, | i ght:
a representative example of similar proposals during the period. As Ogborn argues, his
Apl an and the | egislation that foll owedé rev
space and power, and a new way of figuring a public authority withiohngrivate
individuals could participate in the constru

Spranger 6s plan is also characterized by
in an attempt to recover, through aesthetic and material improvemerdsjdeld of
community. Spranger 6s rhetorical appeal i's b
the real and perceived dangers of unregulated urban public space, but instead on an
appeal to fia certain Connecti oatthelwartRfegar d t o

the campaign for urban reform:

28The likely sense of allayesd her e i s the fAadmi xture of sonm
thenowobsol ete definition of the word which re
admixture ofavaludbe wi th a | ess valuable metal . o
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Every sensible Man, who lives under our most happy Systé€sowérnment,

must naturally be interested in all Things, that concern the Public; because he,

sooner or later, more nearly or remotely, must becédfl by every degree of

Prosperity oAdversity, that attends the Community, of which he is a Member

(Preface).
He calls on the public to recognize the interconnection of the public and private spheres,
and to enlarge their sympathies to feel their cotimeaevith others. Spranger shares
Smol |l ettds faith in policy to promote and se
community, which can be achieved fAwithout Me
who i s already fsuf fisRightsand Libertieg,cialardled, by hayv
religious, secured withiné the Laws of his C
provides practical benefits like improved navigation in the city, but also distinct health
benefits. Keeping the streets clean dhfihot only makes navigating the city less
treacherous, but also improves commerce by allowing for the easy flow of goods and
people. Thus, by creating the conditions for
public health issue while also helpingtoplise | t hose fAmani fold Evil s,
exposed from these Def elrefacefiConsidetedinterms i t i c al
of the relationship between space and subject, the successful application of public policy
raises the prospect of eliminatingfdcts in the health of the other less economically
engaged portion of the body politic, as well. If health hazards can be removed from the
built environment, even the least fortunate members of society can be protected from the
ravages of poverty.

Howe\er, despite the enthusiasm of its boosters, the urban reform movement, as it
was really implemented through the enactment of similarly directéavi/in places
across Britain, experienced a fairly wide gap between rhetoric and results. Ogborn argues
thatwhi | e urban reform | egislation codified as

dark, o the fragmented i mplementation of thes

29 Adam Smith defines political oeconomyTihe Wealtlof Nationsas havi ng @t wo
distinct objects: first, to provide a plentiful revenue or subsistence for the people, or more

properly to enable them to provide such a revenue or subsistence for themselves; and

secondly, to supply the state or commonwealth witbvenue sufficient for the public
services. |t proposes to enrich both the peo
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purpose of creating regular urban public spaces (92). Writing during thg7#6as, wien
Smol |l ettds novel i's widely acknowledged to t
provide an opportunity to survey the cul mina
in the resort town dating back to the time of Queen Anne and of its incoopgaad
they appear to be wanting. While Bramble set
which, Athough irregular, is on the whole, p
he observes that fthe avenueditectd @68) medh
streets leading from the inn to the baths require the older and more infirm to be carried in
chairs and, in the tumult of these passages, they are constantly in danger of being
overturned. When the open chairs are not in use, theyfaoeitén the open and exposed
to the el ements. The c¢closed chairs suffer a
|l i ke so many spunges, with the moisture of t
speak to a common frustration in the periodwhibe irregularity of public space,
particularly in front of private buildings, but also more broadly the failure of public
policy to remedy the ills of city living.

While the novel, through the character of Matthew Bramble, obviously
demonstrates itsympathy for the paving politics of those such as Spranger, and, by
extension, their argument for public health, commerce, and civic unity, Bramble is
resolutely cynical about the capacity of such reforms to mitigate the loss of community.
In his letter ofMay 20 in London, Bramble writes of the changing landscapes of British
cities. London has replaced its fiopen fields
sqguares, and palaces, and churches, 0 and Wes
homes withintis boundaries (117). He remarks approvingly on the paving and lighting of
London and Westminster, as well as Blackfriars Bridge, and yet these laudable additions
and i mprovements cannot stem his sense that
monster; whichlike a dropsical head, will in time leave the body and extremities without
nouri shment and supporto (118). The sheer sc
that policy could remedy some of the more harmful effects of modern space, and
ultimately motivates his withdrawal from society towards the end of the book. If the

urban reform movement predicated itself on restoring public space, and thus the body
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politic, to an ideal state of health, Smollett raises the objection that it is really only
chasing attr the symptoms rather than the true source of decay: the fractured family.
T

William Cadogan, in hié\ DissertationonGout 1 771) , asks the read
can the best physician do more than discover and point out to his patients the real causes
oo their diseases?0 (95) Though ostensibly s
dissertation can productively be read as an appraisal of the state of the body politic in
London at the time, that city which was perhaps the most infamous example in the
eighteenth century of the consequences of excess and vice on both the moral and physical
health of its citizens, and which necessarily provoked much discussion and hand

wringing about the best ways of correcting disorder in the general population. Cadogan is

conscientious of the i mportance of getting m
their diseases, [so that] they might be | ess
themselves Ato that plan of | ife which al one

per manent -iXidds enphasis of the linkibetween health and happiness is
achieved, on the one hand, by the doctor Al
her book, o and on the other by iyewepati ent és
as adoption of a more humble style of life (vi).

The soci al ideol ogy underlying Cadoganos
back as the medical rhetoric of John Dryden, who argued nearly a hundred years earlier
t hat dif ttirce hbaovdey amo/l ianal ogy to the natural
necessary in a hot distempered state, as an
ent husiasm for cutting off diseased Al i mbso
control toregulate the health of the body politic. A few decades later, Bernard Mandeville
woul d make the countervailing argument that
Society, 0 which is a beautiful machine Arais
ratherthan corrupted by them (54). To a great extent, Cadogan agrees with the substance
of Mandevill eds idea that the typical Acur eo
bloodletting, was an increasingly unfashionable relic of humoral theory, and ultimately of

littl e use. When the body fAbegins to wear out,h
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answer no longer,o if, in fact, they ever di
wor ks s uc h Dssertatiaislimdigative 6f she state of medicine in tlael
eighteenth century, and the steady shift away from humoral theory to a greater emphasis
on clearing Aobstructionso from the various
through better practices of sgibvernment. HiPissertationoffers a reconfiguitzon of
the doctotpatient relationship as one that is primarily calibrated to address the moral
health of the patient, which is regarded as coextensive with their physical health. It is not
enough to treat the body; one must begin by treating the €ouas Mandeville writes,
rather than bothering to A[teach] Men what t
what they really areo (77).
The continuity between individual health and the wellbeing of the nation is an old
trope, but one which took opecial significance for physicians in the radjhteenth
century. Though he would later become well known for his studies of gout, that notable
disease of excess and vice, William Cadogan made his first strides as a physician in his
role of caring for chdren. It was this experience that would inform his arguments tying
national prosperity to the physical welfare of the dispossessed. As a young physician in
the 1740s, Cadogan served as an honorary medical attendant caring for abandoned babies
in the LondorFoundling Hospital, where he would later become governor (Lev@&)e 7
In his 1748 workAn Essay Upon Nursing and the Management of Chilfitcen their
Birth to Three Years of Ag€adogan argues that the common way of nursing children, as
practiced by wmen, is wrong, since it is based upon the received wisdom of long
di scredited physicians. He proposes fAa mor e
on the proper observation of nature (3). Cad
defective nusing practices, on the one hand, but above all to address a child mortality
problem that he regarded as a crisis of national proportions. One look at the Mortality
Bills revealed a grim sight: Aal most half th
die under five years of age: so that half the people that come into the world, go out of it
again before they become of the | east use to
connected the local issue of child mortality to the wellbeing of Brisante their deaths

represented a real loss to labour productivity. Each death thus constituted a symbolic,
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mortal blow to national prosperity.

Cadogandés sensitivity to this iIissue was n
working in the London Foundlinga$pital, where mortality rates ranged from 60% to
90% of its charges (Levene 141). The sheer amount of death, combined with the utter
indi fference of the public, belied Athe maxi
inhabitants is the greateststreny and best support of a Common
poverty and its attendant ills were often regarded as a natural fact of life, Cadogan
countered that the problem represented by th
mi smanagement 0 fofthe propertnaragesent ofifoundbng bodies
contrasts rational direction by sober physic
practices of old maids. Cadogan argues that the current crisis in the Foundling Hospital is
owing to the practice of nursinge i ng At oo | ong fatally |l eft to
Women, who cannot be supposed to have proper
his laterDissertationin light of this earlier, similarly directed work, it becomes clear that
for William Cadogan, asof many of his contemporaries in the peigihteenth century,
the disciplined, wellmanaged body at the center of new models of civic order could only
be achieved by rationally informed intervention by predominantly male practitioners, to
the exclusion ofdminized forms of knowledge.

Tobi as ShedkpedaiontofdHsimphry Clinkgublished in the same year
a s C a dDisgesaatidi $ouches on many of the same issues. In the form and content
of the narrative, Smollett demonstrates the connectiongestwrban regulation and
public health, and the dangers posed by feminized luxury and excess; further, he argues
that national prosperity cannot flow from regulations alone, but must instead arise from
the repair of broken family ties. In thisway, Smdlldis nov e | is firmly eng
sociomedical discourse of disease and prevention. His satirical, epistolary travel
narrative follows the journey of Matthew Bramble and his family around the country.
Bramble, the ailing patriarch, viciously criticizttge state of architecture, urban planning,
and the utter disregard for public health that he sees in London and Bath, especially.
Along the way, the family takes in a destitute young apprentice and itinerant preacher,

Humphry Clinker, as their postiliomwh o i s | at er revedosteom t o be B
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who was conceived during a period of youthfu
reaffirms Smollettds embrace of the servant
the marriage of Clinkerand tl®er a mb |l es d® mai dservant Wi n Jenki
familyébs retreat to the healthful rur al i dyl
Bramblebds own return to health. The Brambl e
serves as an analogy forBritabs own troubl ed union, and i1l 1t
national well being cannot be brought about ©b
fromwithin®**The novel 6s ending, which portrays Bra
country estate, joins William Cadoganlocating true health and wellbeing in a

combined regimen of physiological and spiritual discipline, one which is continuous with

the popular understanding of the reciprocal relationship between body and mind. It is

there that homosocial bonds are afii@d, honest masculine forms of labour are taken up,

and the social body is consequently restored.

As conventional as the novel ds ending is,
which its solutions fetishize ft bsaupfelrdweuri tcyloa
limits their incidence of disease, and renders them more moral (Cadogan 8). On the one
hand, this fetishization is so conventional as to be unremarkzibkase in the
eighteenth century was widely understood and represented as the cansexfuaoral
failure, and its proper cure envisioned in t
h a b iAs &llietdVicMaster argues, the moral significance of disease is inescapable in
Humphry Clinkern ot i ng how Brambl eds heficom[itowghefadt |
terms with his own f i | tThe EarhofiShdftesburyswhases of hi s

influential Inquiry Concerning Virtue and Mentlentifies virtue with nature, and both

with the practice of religionyrotet hat At h e r eghtiarsl wriong stateech | i t y a
every creatureodo but that Ahis right state is
by himself, o while the wrong state is shaped

Shaftesbury argues, depends on the right applicatidreatason and the knowledge of

good and evil to ensure that nothing Ahorrib

30The various critiques and representations of political corruption scuttle the potential

argument that Smollett may have had faithintheemr on ment al regul ation
but rather as just yet another preventative measure that can help, but not cure, the real

problem ailing Britan: a lack of domestic harmony.
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destructive of soci al bonds is to fAibe pursue

esteem, 0 and that such t]horriblegdeprafiityy nd mattea | way s

what support it gets from fashion, | aw,
writing similarly posits a subject whose health is understood in these aesthetic, and
fundamentally moral, terms: the ideal subject is o successfully avoids excess
consumption of food, drink, and luxuries, particularly when said consumables are

foreign. Such choices not only reflect contemporary understandings of the humoral nature
of disease, but also the paucity of understandingsnding their true cause; in the

absence of a truly medical account of the nature of disease, aesthetic and moral
explanations filled the gap. The broad emphasis in lay medical texts on the necessity of

correcting mistaken habits as the true path to hésafounded on a conception of

b

cust

individual autonomy that discounts the effec

sympathies against those who are perceived to be too simple, lazy, or craven to alleviate
their own troubled circumstancdgom my reding of The Expedition aflumphry
Clinker, it is evident tlat Smollett is playing with theonventionggoverning the
relationship between morality and diseasds at least aware of their limitatiods.
Just as Tobias Smollett recognizes the limits ofnnteform in addressing the

problems of public health, morality, and economic prosperity, and those who would

propose to cur e s-diredted, textetnalijocused eformy, herisat i onal |y

similarly aware of the limits of investing too much faithphysicians. Despite the fact

that his best friend and confidante is a doctor, Bramble does not disguise his frustrations
with Lewisbs prescriptions, and decl ai ms
first lines of the novel. This lettertioduces the possibility that Dr. Lewis is actually a

guack, whi Obser@mmtoqpdndsns i n his descripti

31 Judith Frank argues that the novel manifests an anxious relationshigptwthe
reflecting the contemporary reality that downward mobility was a common experience

t ha

on

for most male children of the | anded gentr
political critique takes on a&orlprautetancc ul ar p

deny the real origins of the misery of

t he

(

Y

novel 6s conclusion Ais wultimately pessimist
Afgentry cannot stop Othe tideeffrdamurtyd,;

(88). Likewise, Evan Gottlieb has recently argued that even an optimistic reading of
the ending cannot overcome the fact that, for Smollett, the dependence of sympathetic
relations on familial ties underscores the limits of sympathy, and Eesuggests the

limits of the national project (104).
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skill ful and honest Physician: o
[he] will employ those intervals of relief to introduce the powers of life and eatur
to act for themselves, an insensibly withdrawing all his medicines, and watching
carefully over his patientdés whole conduc
of their necessity, in such good and salutary habits, as cannot fail to establish his
healthfor life. (viii)
The novel 6s critiqgqgue of modern architectur al
intimately connected with its critique of preventative medicine and analogous techniques
imposed by the stat@sphysician on the bodies of poarchabandoned children through
the voluntary hospital system. This system, a prime example of which was the London
Foundling Hospital, was explicitly founded as a means of addressing a child mortality
problem: one that was understood in in terms of a Ibesay potential labour power, and
thus as a threat to Britainds economic poten
as one of many schemes of eighteerghtury political arithmeticians, was a rational
approach to a complex social problem. lis $ection, | will demonstrate the role that
individual agency played in phy-sighteentahnsdé unde
century, in particular the idea of the fAacci
i ndi vi dual 0 sxtehteavhiah Mopias&mallett cultieatesesympathy for those
who are so unlucky as to be snared.
I n 1771, the year of pub IDissertationanthef or bot h
Goutand To bi aBumBhrycClinkegthesge inen reach similar conclussabout
the effectiveness of eighteertkntury medicine, and the appropriate remedies for illness.
Both men are skeptical of the ability of the physician to do much more than to relieve
symptoms, and of the physicifanbse a bnidiivtiyd utad
suffering, which can really only be effected
l'ifeo (97). Cadoganods ficuHenphryCinkeawithitte t he nar
Bramble familyds retreat oncesignalstMatthewc ountrysi d
Brambl eds achievement of inner peace and ref
of cultivating a simpler and more sustainable way of life. As William West observes,

Bramble undertakes Cadogards mgwvescningt iSono | & le
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implication in the broader shift towards appreciating the role of maintaining good habits
in the regulation of oneds overall heal th (1
to a more general and pervasive trendllinmphry Qinker towards questioning the
efficacy of external Asolutionso for i nterna
to cure disease, or of the adequacy of publi
urban spaces.

Smollett, like Cadogans nothing if not skeptical on the question of the efficacy

of medicine. William Cadogan begins lsssertationoy cr i ti ci zing those i

meno who have Aplunged into the i mmense abys
Aendl ess hedme a@afmcrin emhisshhe writes, were HAVe
wWrongo because they never actually studied n

(vi). For this reason, Cadogan maintains that people should rightly be suspicious of
physic, giventhatithassben ar ound for two millennia and f
any one certain remedy for any diseaseodo (14)
prescription for the cure of gout hinges on
allormostofhisen mi series, 0 and can therefore reme
sheer force of wildl by correcting his fAindul
(11). This diagnosis, such as it is, unites a pointed skepticism about the efficacy of
modern medicie wi t h an assertion of the individual
while relying upon a commesense approach to health.

On its face, this prescription is convincing in its simplicity. After all, a doctor
cannot cure a patient of a problemthatis t i mat el y behavioural; by
estimation, the source of all disease can be traced to individual behavior. If you are sick,
it is likely owing to a lack of selfliscipline or insufficient attention and care for your
own health. All chronic dise&s, he writes, are effectively caused by three related
phenomena: indolence, intemperance, and vexation. Indolence, the disregard of labour,
which is the Afirst principle of nature, o | e
dignity; oe, nwreimplriasiscproduced by indol ence,
|l eads us to desire fAithe whip and spur of | ux

vexation generally produces fAdi seases of i na
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relieve (28,86, 60). The remedy, Cadogan suggests, i
of Mind, o0 a solution that is as obvious as i
readily categorized as advice than as fAcure.
responsility for healing on the individual while allowing the doctor to disavow the very
bases of accountability should his advice fail to produce any results (81). In this respect,
Cadogandés writings here are symptosesgtic of t
both voluntary and involuntary, to the world around him, regardless of circumstance.
Cadogandés arguments here, as well as the
wel |l being, accord with Juliet McMaster 6s obs
was understood narratively, with the cause usually being of moral significance (7). The
mor al significance of Brambl ebs disease is ¢
his misspent, indulgent youth, and is confirmed yet again by the cure kerfihi late
inl i fe spiritual and bodily reformation; the
Cadogandés argument about the i mportance of p
ambivalence about the value of medicine. If the nature of thasdise ultimately moral,
then the cure must be as well. We see in the
friendo Dr. Lewis, to whom all of his letter
relief from his ailments, seems to be a hopeless failuris gb. Indeed, the novel begins

with Matthew Bramble bemoaning that his frie

not hingo (33). |l f, as McMaster argues, nddise
Smol |l ettds r epr es e nthesdwhofacilitatd it, i$ dimslarlycfrauge , 1 nc |l u
(10). | f fAevery man [is] the real aut hor of

argument about the dangers of luxury is unabashedly hung up on how to account for the
diverse exceptions to be foundtinh e for most . O

The essential ambivalence that Smollett seems to have about this point is, in some
respects, symptomatic of the ways in which t
up i n the tension between cl| a&senthaughl and fAmod
Cadogan, like Matthew Bramble, is dismissive of the value of ancient medical
knowledge, these ideas about health and medicine persisted througheghteenth

century A[ P]assions and affections oefsixthe mind
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onomatural s, conditions beyond the bodyé whi
These nomaturals, as defined by Galen, included air, food and drink, sleeping and
waking, motion and rest, excretions and retentions, and the dreams and paEasiens
soul (Mann 367). The persistence of the humoral model can be seen, for example, in
Brambl eds classic case of hypochondriasis. C
causes were ascribed to a humorailjected understanding of disease, andamnhen,
as the explanation goes, the solids, fibres, or nerves of the individual had become too dry
or moist, or when there were Ai mproper, hard
obstructions (Cheyne 10).

The continuing relevance of humoral theoreighteentkcentury medicine is
evidenced in George Cheynebs WhberEkglishn i rritahb

Malady, speculated on the cause and cure of this strange disease which seemed to be on

the rise in Britainoaskeciatlineoss,t fobneei ntghicrodmpouft e
of the affluent members of society (ii). Cha
Vapours, and Lowness of Spirits, o Cheyne hyp

malady derived from a number of sourcesludimg moisture, the soil, food, and more
generally from living in large, unhealthy towns. As Annika Mann argues, advances in
medicine and technology in this period complicated the idea that the body could perceive
and control how it participates initsypls i ¢ a | environment (364). Ch
sensible subject thus reframes humoral theory within recent scientific advances in nerve
theory to produce a theory of the fAreactive
stimuli:
the Intelligent Priniple, or Soul, resides somewhere in the Braihere all the
Nerves, or Instruments of Sensation ter mi
andwellt un6d-c@sganthat these Nerves are |ike
in a Steeple, tavhich there ee an infinite Number of Hammers all around it, with
Ropes of all Lengths, terminating or touching atevery Roiht t he S%r f ace é ( ¢
Here, Cheyne imagines his nervous disorder as a disorder of the soul; the body and soul
are joined by the nervous systasipart of onelaboute, finelytuned instrument,

acutely responsive to touch, and seemingly open to an infinite number of dangers.
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Jane Bennett provides a useful means of reconceptualizing the role that these
AHammer so pl ay i n tnéeestareinggphthesubjact. braning ontthe r y 6 s u
work of Bruno Latour, she argues that the id
provides a means of rethinking the complex interactions between the sensible subject and

the sensory minefield that comprised, feany, the experience of urban space. Bennett

traces the idea of the legadtant whi ch i s fAneither an object
6intervener. 60 Historically known as the Add
1200 wuntil It wthsactanbi®dn interiieaed in thensensedthhiaGt reters

to fia materiality 6dsuspended between human a

recognizes the agency of neabjects in terms of their ability to affect the individual. As

an example, Bennetites cases of accidental death or injury in which the decisive factor

is nonhuman, such as a carriage that tramples a pedestrian, which incidentally forms a

serious source of concern for Matthew Bramble in Bath, and for the gentry more

generally (9). Acording to William Pietz, the deodand served an important function in

English | aw by establishing a framework of 0

settle the debt created by unintended human deaths whose direct cause is not a morally

accountablepes on, but a nonhum®®f material objecto
Theprominent place of deodand within eighteeaéimtury English law was

owing to the recognition that accidemisre a regulaand troublesoméeature 6 life,

and the question of how to do away withstproblem similarly troublesomEor George

Cheyneth e A Co nt rthee maladysof vehictehe writes, is brought on by

AAcci dentsodo of various kinds that Amay intro

natur al good Conf i gUhisaeaioperates irocobntrastitoethe Baaset s 0 ( 2

hypothesized by William Cadogan, in particular, as well as lay medical texts generally,

such as the Met hodiPsinitiverAhysick4 743, which eniphasiz¥e s | ey 6 s

the decisive role of individualdecisons and habits. Cheynebs expl
Brambleds worry that the built environment o
the individual. The fiaccident, o |ike the deo

agential force of notmuman aairs. The difficulty, however, is that while the idea of the

accident has explanatory power, it does nothing to illuminate the causal relationship
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connecting the individual(s) to the accideamducing object. In the absence of a clear
chain of causation, @&yne, like Bramble, fills in the gaps with his best guesses. Bramble
incorporates Cheyneds idea into his theory o
wellbeing of the sick, the old, and the chairmen of Bath, in terms of their heightened risk
for dangeous accidents, assigns agential force to the built environment. This theory
reinforces the extent to which wellbeing is judged according to the proportion, order, and
Anatur al good Configuration of the Parts, o w
of the built environment.

Cheyne goes on to suggest that these distortions also may be produced by factors
such as poor diet, hard work, and exposur e,
of the due Necessari es aqtrvel&rs prisoearsiamchci es of
monks, who are oveaepresented in this regard; however, he makes the dubious claim
that Britain is fApretty free from such Cases
social history tell us otherwise, since as much & @bthe population could be counted
among the fipoorer Sorto at this time, but sao
(Frank 9). Cheyne, while recognizing the deforming effects of urban space and the
deprivations of poverty, although not quite ingbevords, also maintains, following
Locke, that children are irrevocably Ilinked
must partake of the same Quali fThes with the
discordant theory of the subject that emergeshfthis formulation demonstrates
considerable ambivalence or confusion about whether accidents, brought on by poor
urban design as per the issues discussed in the first part of this essay, or brought on by
deprivation, have some kind of moral content. Aeaits that befall an individual can be
understood in terms of the consequences of poverty, or even just unfortunate
circumstances; however, there is another category of accident which follows from the
recognition that fAthesFatl té&hei FolPhresnt sandar

increase the odds that the children will be exposed to accidents of all kinds, owing to

32 Locke, inSome Thoughts Concerning Educatfod 6 93 ) , wri tes that @ATh
almost insensible impressions on our tender infancies, have very important and lasting
consequences: ntiefduntains ef some rivers, Bhere agentle
application of the hand turns the flexible waters in channels, that make them take quite
contrary courses; and by this direction given them at first in the source, they receive
different tendencies, and arrimet | ast at very remote and di s
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their less fortunate material circumstances (19).
The most compelling illustration of this theoretical problem, and of this prevalent
social problem, is the character of Humphry Clinker, who is both affected, and to some
extent determined, by his less than desirable beginnings, and who is more generally a
victim of misfortune:
He had been a love begotten babe, brought up in the voarke and put out
apprentice by the parish to a country blaokithh wh o di ed bef ore the b
was out: that he had for some time worked under his ostler, as a helper and extra
postilion, till he was taken ill of the ague, which disabled him from getting
breadé (113).
Though clearly one of the Apoorer sorto who
to distortions, one cannot, to return to Cadogan for the moment, identify which mistaken
habits of life Clinker could correct and thereby restoréhbadth. This fiction of choice
presumes the complicity of the individual in his own suffering, and relies on the elision of
those material circumstances that limit his agency. After falling ill, Clinker makes every
attempt to remedy his situation, andeslon nothing but his own resources to see him
t hrough; however, fihaving sold and pawned ev
subsistence, he became so miserable and shabby, that he disgraced the stable, and was
di smissedo (113).
It is not difficult, with a reasonable understanding of British social history, to read
Humphry Clinker as sympathetic character, and yet we certainly must acknowledge the
complications and difficulties in doing so, given that the novel encourages us to read him
as a punchime. We can overcome these difficulties, however, by reading the character of
Humphry Clinker in terms of the novel 6s enga
relationship between the individual s charac
respect that, despite the encouragement to read Humphry Clinker as a joke, from the
beginning of the reader 6s acquaintance with
is not to say that Smollett actively humanizes him, but that the reader is encouraged to
forgo easy laughter by being forced to recognize that this fool has a past, and to think

about the combination of parental neglect, social indifference, and various accidents
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which have left him in his present condition. Smollett encourages this reaoinghfe

first time that Clinker is introduced. We se
he explains that Clinker was dismissed becau
brought a discredit upon my hounseobwhich( 113) . N
denoted oneds proximity to the filth and di s

health is treated by his employer not only as a threat to his own health, but also, perhaps
more significantly, as a potential stain on his characteredls Moreover, if activity,
temperance, and peace of mind are held as th
l'ife, Clinkerds example reveals a critical a
his probl ems ext end iclnergl ramework, dud ltegaase idess si mpl i s
al so the very embodi ment of this framewor kos
servant class, and as a Methodist, he possesses all three of these qualities in abundance:
activity, in terms of the labours he mustfpem for his survival; temperance, in terms of
his more general simplicity of mind and diet; and peace of mind, as evidenced by his
calm attitude in the face of adversity. However, his inability to reform his life, in terms of
achieving an ideal of Britistess, calls into question the soundness of this model of
subjectivity as a meaningful ideal when weighed against the material realities, or
deprivations, of eighteenttentury British life. Humphry Clinker is the embodiment of
eighteenthcentury ambivalereabout the poor, who are simultaneously fetishized for the
bucolic simplicity of their way of life, and reviled for the state of wretchedness that their
deprivation inevitably produces.

The i mperative to correct onedfsse mi st aken
understand these habits to be essentially aesthetic in quality, rather than behavioural:
where the desired objective to be reached by
behavior, appearance, and moral clarity of the ideal British sulbjeetexchange
bet ween Tabitha and Matthew Bramble about CI
twofold nature of the problem Clinker must resolve in order to win some measure of
security against his precarious situation. Tabitha reproaches Clinkeafar i ng @At he
i mpudence to shock her sight by shewing his

ironically, whether the young man is not ash
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anaccident My breeches cracked behi nd2).mnfter I h a
deference to polite society, Bramble advises Clinker to obtain a shirt, so that his
Anakedness may not henceforward given offenc
hi mself Awith a narrow bri mmed hejacket, with gol
leatherbreaches, and a clean linen shirt, puffed above the-waash d , 6 Cl i nker
Amet amor phose[s] himsel f o0 i4hCliokertrds@dvespi ct ur e o
Tabithads concerns, on the one happnogriate by adop
to his station; on the other, he also incorp
assistance, | shall take care that my tail shall never rise up in judgment against me, to
of fend your | adyship agaiendrabllimh)adsCloifrleerd ea
sensibilities by adjusting both his appearan
for propriety and order, effectively changin
attaining the stability promised by being a servara telatively wealthy family.
This convincing display of supplication not only effects a change of heart in
Tabitha, but also inspires the admiration of
gualifications to be a little ridiculous, his nostalfpa established social hierarchies and
the deference of the lower orders certainly plays a significant role in appealing to
Matt hewds sympathies. Even while Smollett se
under mines t he audihanmnMtherdceurse tdsapstick:-f i cati on wit
The fell owbs natural aukwardness and the
repeated blunders in the course of his attendawddength, he spilt part of a
custard upon her right shoulder; and, starting back, podim Ch owder é. Poor
Humphry was so disconcert wehihbrdkdhidda he dr op
thousand pieces (115).
This episode not only demonstrates Humphry C
unfamiliarity with the conventions of polisociety, but more importantly his incongruity
with the scene. Clinkerods decision to subord
of the | eisured class effectively reveals th
problem bodies: those bodies thdatnot conform, in their behaviour or appearance, to

the demands of polite society. By willingly and enthusiastically taking on the task of
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managing his selpresentation, Clinker is able to insinuate himself into the family
precisely because he undersandt he | i mits of t*he Brambl esod s
This scene supports a reading of the peri
labouing poor who are often regarded as witless fools, but who also, as it becomes
revealed later in the novel, represent a wellspoingtality that is absolutely crucial to
reinvigorating the nation. Robin Ganevds exp
figures such as the milkmaid and the ploughman are instructive in this regard. In the
eighteenth cent ur gxempkra af & whbléesgmernatwal,anedr ve as A
vigorous sexualityo in contrast with the Ain
debauched by luxury; at the same time, however, the stereotype of the rural bumpkin was
also a target for moralists and refomsalike who looked on the country with a dark
view, seeing Apromiscuity, i1l egitimacy, and
crisiso (42). The Ilabeuving ddss werg thexrafode the sodréeefs of t h
much anxiety in the migighteenttcentury, the severity of which ebbed and flowed
according to economic and social pressures: a shortage of labour, or a period of perceived
overpopulation problems. The poor are at once a lost ideal as well as -gmesest
threat to urban bodies who daml on their labour and national wellbeing more generally.
I n this respect, Humphry Clinker ds Met hod
Smollett comes to position Clinker as a model of the ideal subject ftattbeing poor
and, by extension, as a medaf the kinds of qualities that can be adapted for the
betterment of the middling sort. I't al so off
and the specificity of its social and political critiques, as well as between religion and
medicine. The mical nature of Methodism should not be understated, and was found not
only in its |l eveling tendencies, as evidence
types, but also in the kind of subjectivity that it modeled. Methodism, which originated
out of the Oxford Holy Club in the 1730s, was premised on carefully structured
devotional practices that emphasized asceticism as a means of spiritual improvement.

Mi sty Anderson argues that Methodi-sm took ia

33 As Deidre Lynch remarks of midentury moral philosophy, sympathy works to
Aguarantee soci al har mony by rendering pe
socializes and redeems particularityo (95
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maki ngadi hvalrinckelrs sed modern philosophy to Chri s
was in no small part because its founder, John Wesley, was as much a religious enthusiast

as he was a close follower of eighteenth century philosophy and medicine. His lay

medical tex, Primitive Physickwas one of the most popular books of the period, and

drew upon the most well respected medical authorities of the time, including George

Cheyne. Not only was Methodism a kind of new
Wesley, buti was al so mystical, fAsensuously i mmedi
Met hodi sm represented fAa populist, religious
paradoxically, emphasized the vulnerability

focusing orthe importance of disciplining the body as well as the mind, Methodism
promised a model of subjectivity that reconciled Enlightenment rationality with religious
enthusiasm.

The convergence of Methodism and medicine, and the questionable divide

separatig rationality from enthusiasm, is dramatized in the relationship between

Bramble and Clinker. Smollett deliberately p
of Clinkerés religious practice: Alf you are
it an easy matter to impose upon silly women
l nvoking the term Aquacko in his dialogue wi

to the ancient Greek figure of Methodicus, derided as a quack in his daly, aviricated

satirical depictions of Methodists as those who peddle false or questionable cures and

advice about physic (Anderson 42). This exchange, however, belies the fact that Clinker

plays a therapeutic role in the text, as Raabriel Boucé has obsex (209). If we

consider the fact that Bramble comes to adopt the very kinds of asceticism and self

discipline called for by Methodism and contemporary medicine alike, as well as the

spiritual and moral clarity that these practices were believed to lanitig fve cannot

deny the irony of Bramblebds critique. Mor eov
of life function in stark contrast to the ineffective pills and prescriptions that Bramble
receives from his fAr eal dretbdreataodtqcurBhis Lewi s,
patient signals not only Smollettds implicit

medicine, but also the efficacy of Methodist practice as a mode of being that is much
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better adapted to negotiating the threats and unciesaposed by modern living.

As Anderson argues, the threat of Methodi
openness that undermined the autonomous, cognitively confident, and legally
accountable selfo (57). The dio@madontpati on of
Methodism, or Methodist habits of asceticism, is characterized precisely by a gradual
move away from a heightened fear of his porousness and lack of agency that
characterizes the beginning of ddndingmovel , to
a more immediate connection to the landscape and to his own physicality. This shift is
important because it allows for a way of thinking through what seems to be the
disjunction between these two distinct parts of the novel. While Brambterbenake a
pledge of faith, by any means, through his actions he all but renounces his dogged
insistence on the need for reform from the top down, if only because he comes to
recognize that what Britain needs is not a change of policy, but a changetof he
combined with greater seffiscipline. In this respect, perhaps, Bramble comes to
recognize the folly of believing in the capacity for urban reform to effect substantial
changes in individual behavior, and in believing that aesthetic, architecturahsefan
reproduce in the individual the lost ideal of civic duty that such buildings symbolize. At
mid-century, with most urban reform projects proceeding locally in an uneven fashion
around the country due to the lack of a centralized authority, itwgonder that, even if
Smol |l ett recognized the wisdom of such proje
hindsight, ultimately | eft cynical about t he
withdrawal from society at the end of the novel evidencasrtain acceptance of John
Wesl|l eyds belief that that the fAuncritical wo
superstition, delusion or nervous disorder, 0
the mad, or those who live a life of luxury (168). asnin the lifestyles of the poor and
the humble, or at least in the romanticized image of the poor and the humble, that the
debauched could find solace.

Smol |l ettds sense of the destructive poten
for the victims offor instance, unsustainable farming practices, brought on by the

English taste for luxury. The effects of these practices impoverished the countryside and
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exacerbated the effects of enclosure, turning the rural poor, as Denys Van Renen argues,
i nto tiad moessparate form of human beingd in or
devel opment of the commons (399). Of <course,
luxury in the first half of the novel, and the implication of his withdrawal from sogiety
the second half, is that nearly the whole public is othered entirely. The representation of
the public as grotesque effectively discounts the possibility of forming the kind of
community that Bramble so desperately longs for; however, at the saméeme,
idealization of a different form of community based on sympathy is predicated on an
erasure of the material conditions of its members, and on fetishizing the deprivation of
the poor as a kind of freedom, rather than to confront deprivation as o letukiace. We
can observe this same aestheticizing process take place in his description of the prisoners
that Jery encounters when Clinker is falsely imprisoned:

| never saw any thing more strongly picturesque as this congregation of felons

clanking theirchains, in the midst ofvhom stood orator Clinker, expatiating in a

transport of fervor, on the torments of hell, denounced in scripture against evil

doers, comprehending murderers, robbers, thieves, and whore mongers. The

variety of attention exhibitedhithe faces of thosagamuffins, formed a group

that would not have disgraced the pencil of a Raphael (184).
Instead of the language of the gothic and the grotesque, this scene focuses on the delight
that Jery seems to take in seeingagroup ofcrimm&s ng transported by C
sermoni zing. Matt hew Bramble, too, commends
with fAhis talents of preaching, praying, and
such effecto without parcyitslyi ng tihke akftescta
(186). That this group of felons is so fAstro
Ander son argues, Smol |l ettés Alingering hopes
based on sympat hy; 0 sdemevwakesg gace in a@aphsenidlikelyt t hat t
indicative of Smollettds estimation of the |
pass (206). The pastoral conclusion of the novel, in which the family withdraws from
society entirely, constitutes a kind pérverse mirror image of the ideal community that

Bramble locates in prison, but one which serves to underscore the utopian nature of his
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yearning.
ok k

The novel 6s formal <c¢cl osure depeqdqldss on ann
morality to bowgeois values in a way that cannot escape its own utopianism: not only is
the setting representative of wutopian stasis
generic conventionality as well as in its literal sghtainment, but also in thasit
solution for social repair can only be realized between blood relatives. The repair of the
British family, imagined through the Brambles, and carried out through the reunion of the
forgotten, ragged orphan Clinker with his long lost family, is as ustealily fanciful as
the portrait of the old Matthew Bramble taking up agriculture is unintentionally hilarious.
Of course, we must acknowledge that the rur a
nostalgia for a simpler time, and with the satiric converstimat Smollett is clearly
playing with. Byron Gassman notes the ways in which the novel is aligned with classical
representations of the rural ideal, includin
direct references treat@@mOdgdedsSmoddaltitdDasd esut mad
rural calm, the guarantor of his physical and mental well being, is predicated on a double
maneuver, one that is both ideological as well as formal: the elimination of the working
class by means of its incorportiinto the family. The marriage of Humphry Clinker and
Win Jenkins annexes lowelass moral clarity and simplicity to the gentry, and Matthew
Bramble appropriates the ascetic habits of the Methodists he earlier derides, while his
long-lost son discardsi$1shabby habits for those of the gentry: the past, like the flawed
present, is washed away and forgotten.

Though weare perhaps encouraged to réae endingon some level, as the
triumph of a genuine community based on sympathy, this reading distemtstent to
which this reconciliation is forged out of a disavowal of proletarian fear and loss. The
recuperation of community based in sympathy anddistfipline is predicated on
forgetting the reasons why the community was firstin need of repaw. S| et t 6s novel .
Judith Frank persuasively argues, aims Ato a
mi sery of [its] time, 60 which is carried out

disavowal, | argue, is accomplished by agading ofsocial disorder that is predicated
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on a lack of selfliscipline. While Bramble seems to abandon his social critique at the
end of the novel, it is, in fact, simply transformed from an advocacy for an externally
imposed regime of social discipline into adhat is internally guaranteed. It is at
Brambleton Hall that we see how sgtfprovement emerges as the flawed answer to the

failed promise of urban reform.
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Chapter 4: The wunwill ed | i v@aebWifiamsahde poor i n

Fleetwood

In his philosophical writing and his novelSpdwin foregrounds reason, understood as

oneds access to and embrace of education, as
bodies, and worlds, to the exclusion of all other alternatives. Reason, in partictiier, i

key to fAlifting upo the | abouring poor and n
would be made less brutal and more content, and society as a whole, as a result, would be

more peaceable, if they were simply given the time to engage their atiagsand to

broaden their minds. I n this chapter, I owi ||
anatomy of the body politic evidences the continuity of his thought with longstanding

cultural ambivalence towards the labouring poor. While Godwin distahimself from

the wellestablished dichotomy of the virtuous / vicious poor that we find in eighteenth

century literature and political thought, he replaces it with something arguably more
insidious. By acknowl edgi ngodweivteamsipormsrea n 6s e q u a
guestion of morality into one of failed or realized opportunity, where the latter is

coextensive with morality, and the former with vulnerability to being involuntardy co

opted and shaped according to thencipally immoral)will of others. The degree to

which a man is able to rise above and overcome his inherent brutality through the

exercise and application of reason is, for Godwin, a predictor of happiness, fulfillment,

and safety from accideintthe kind of ceoptation that turnstberwise harmless simple

men | i ke Gr i ngalsbWillianmint®iostrwniems@sother men which can

be used to inflict social harrmm this chapter, | have made a strategic decision to ieeam

several minor characters, rather than the namesakagpnist Calelto demonstrate that
Godwinds ideas about e dalematuniversallyavaidblet he val ue
particularly to the pooiThesefringe cases, as one might call them, are valuable precisely

because they illuminate features of thimking that are not adequately addressed by a

more traditional reading focused on Calelrgue that, despite his genuipleilosophical

radicalism, Godwin advances some troubling ideas about the nature of the pebd¢hat

the material hardships thégce, andhat heinsufficiently addresses holodily suffering
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and sheer exhaustion might undermine some of the claims he makeb@ldat
achieve greater social harmony.

Using the work othe pathological anatomi§&iambattista Morgagni as a
counterpmt illustrating the real material difficulties facing the labouring poor, | argue
thatGodwion@s val uati on of -nrad aug @anl sV gro vetrme m gi nt d
i ndividual 6s health demonstrates the | imits
bodypolitic. His inability or unwillingness to account for the impact of other, more
materialnomn at ur als on character creates a tensi ol
body politic and the brutal nature aodf t he pr
| abourer [who] work, till their understandin
invaded with infirmities, o before finally re
hunger, exposed half naked to the inclemencies of the sky, hardly shelteleldnéed
the slenderest instructionso (424). By reduc
education, Godwin disavows the importance of the suffering bodyarsquently
makes industridiabour morally palatabThi s chapter expl ores how
benevolence belies a troubling shift in cultural responses to the issue of poverty.

S

There are two types of climates in W lIlia
ordinary sense of the word, designating the relative heat and moisture of the atmosphe
in a particular area, and climate in the sense of the virtual environment that is created by
the application of mends reason in shaping t
we talk about when we refer toicdbodwi nds unde
institutions in shaping the character of individuals. While both work together to produce
the world that the individual inhabits, Godwin separates the two on the basis of a
distinction that is fundamental to his political philosophy: the distincteswéen
voluntary and involuntary action, or between reason and the absence thereof. In his

political philosophy as in his novel, there can be no action in the Wweortddmeaningful

34 Industrid labour refers to the kinds of hard labour Godwin features in the part of

Fleetwooda bout Vaubl ancdés sil k mill s. More broadl
are employed primarily in physically demanding jobs that include, but are limited to,

workinsuch factories. As HRé&bouringpoaincided wf or d not e
agricultural | abourers, charwomen, hawkers,
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shaping forcé that does not originate from some individual exercising teason. As

Peter Logan puts it, reason for Godwin is dl
forcedo which fioperates through the same mech
of reason operates to t heThemastinumreiousandof near |
|l asting of our associations, o0 as Godwin argu
Since man is first and foremost a reasoning being, his character cannot be meaningfully

shaped but by reasoned reflection on his own thoughs bis external circumstances.

There is an exception to this rule, however,
tender enough to i mbue them with extreme del
directedo by el ement s glcicchmstarses namelyythet e, or o't
poor (39).

To understand the full import of what William Godwin says about climate and the
individual 6s relationship to it, we must fir
nature, how people receive and processag input, and any exceptions to the rule. His

rejection of climate as a key influence on character is a good place to start, since it sets

out the I imits of what Godwin is prepared to
principally governed by exteal circumstances such as that of atmosphere, their
characters and actions would be much alike, 0
controversial (39). He gives the example of two siblings raised under the same conditions

in the same householdut who later in life have very different characters. In this line of
reasoning, Godwin continues David Humebs arg
Characters, o0 modifying its terms only slight
determinantsofcharct er : mor al , aligning with Godwinos
political institutions; and physical, referr

insensibly on the tempero (I . XXl .2). While C

climate, Humeat ws t hat At hough reflection and reasc

influence of c¢climate], [it] will yet prevail
He is Ainclined to doubto that menodés Atemper
climavenoif it may seem superficially true.
influence over every other animal, o0 they do
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Hume acknowl edges that Apoverty and hard | ab
peopl egener at hey of mankind, fAand render|[ s]
ingenious profession, 0 he does not connect t
effects of physical causes, even though the influence of mind is clearly diminished in his
estimatian of the common people (I.XXI.3).

The distinction between those of hardy constitution and the extremely delicate
that is operating in Humeds and Godwinbs arg
causes draws upon the same discourse that animates eigiuenty representations of
the poor: the contrast between the virtuous, fweotking, temperate poor, and the lazy,
indol ent, wretched poor. This distinction co

Political Justice in which he draws the connectibatween accidents and indolence:

AHow common is the remark, that those accide
di sease, are forgotten and extirpated in the
discussion of the importance of activityinresppe t o Benjamin FranklIl i n¢
Amind will one day become omnipotent over ma
to Athe i mprovements of human invention, 1in
of Iabouro (520). Mé nfgi mahs Fsam&tl hinhg wunWeat as
it is not possible that, Aif the power of in

[t hen] why not over the matter of our own bo
raises the possibility akgarding the human intellect as itself a kind of technology, one
with its own substantive material effects. If the invention and use of machines is
indicative of mands eventual ascension over
should not regard ghmind itself as the original technology of man, and the key to
unlocking human potential.
While Godwinclearly links activity and temperance to good health, and indolence
to di sease, he places particular emphasis on
retarding convalescenceo (521). Key to good
Every time that our mind becomes morbid, vacant and melancholy, our external
frame falls into disorder. Littleness of thought is the brother of death. But

chearfulness givesew elasticity to our limbs, and circulation to our juices.
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Nothing can become stagnant in the frame of him, whose heart is tranquil, and his
imagination active. (522)

Rather than giving equal place to the different-naturals Godwin very clearly and

del i berately gives the mind priority, argui n.

to be the concomi & Hisno swprisedhem that Godvdmlozates 52 2 ) .

the ideal mod el of health in thmpetuwlgti onal , b
busied in contemplations of public good, [ an
(523). A Abenevolent temper, 06 Godwin argues,
Ai' s peculiarly irreconcil abltemt,ragedand t hose sen

despair, which so powerfully corrode the frame, and hourly consign their miserable

victims to an uHtimely graveo (523).
Happiness, Godwin argues, does wonders fo

precisely because the mind is such @edul governing force over the body, and

modifies our bodies whether we intend it or fidtis reasoning undergirds his example

of the old man who has | ost Athat elasticity

Avisited and vexedowitt oft marc ari eseg atkleant i misd i t

his association with these institutions to 0

with the |ightness of childish sallies, o0 so

unwi eldy andeabhé&whrdal bgfesuccumbs to old age

remedy i s Achearfulness, 06 which makes man f e

|l i mbs, and circulation to our juiceso (522).

appr ehensi on d,initseffects an the hogy, with adakkeof good cheer, as

Godwin observes that disease nearly always appears to be accompanied by confusion

(522). The reasons why a lack of reason would produce disease are not elabourated;

Godwin hedges his associatibatween unclear thinking and disease with qualifying

%These ncl uded fAfood and drink; air; rest and
excrettms and secretions; and passions of the mi
(Morgagnixl).

36 This model of health is not only important for the welfare of the individual, but also

extends to and guarantees the health of the body politic through the fortifichiti®n

members. Godwin |Iinks this ideal state of af
of health and longevity, and in doing so reaffirms the importance of rationality to his

political philosophy h&r& will be no war, no crimes, no administratidijustice, as it

is called, and no government. Beside this, there will be neither disease, anguish,

mel ancholy, ®28)y resent mento
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phrases | i ke Aiseems, 0 Aperhaps, 0O Aappears. o
benevolence, since it is Airreconcileabl e wi
power fully cor r &dt@ning hiseminfl to aharity@nd dedizaBing .
himself to the good of others in the community, the benevolent man rids himself of the
Adeat hli ke apathyo that afflicts the aged, n
neighbours (523).

Wi | | i am reondmemndations for health and good living, then, are
predicated less on such things as-d@tipline, temperance, and hard work than on the
individual 6s relation to others which is gov
mind above all else, Godwfashions a subjectivity that is curiously disembodied, and
disconnected from its material relationship to the world, while he simultaneously draws
our attention to the continuity between body and mind. All motion in the body arises from
voluntary or inwluntary causes originating in the mind: actions are either willed, or the
result of some involuntary modifying cause such as the passions. Though he does not
deny that there is a continuum between voluntary and involuntary action, that perhaps
such matteyare notsocutanddriediour i nvol untary motions gr a
subject to the power of volition, and our voluntary motions degenerating into
invol uhteamygues that #Athe true perfection of
possible, totheeor f ect |y voluntary state: o that al/l 0
willed actions by the individual (524). This is the state of perfect autonomy and self
regulation, one which coincides with eliminating the need for government. This ideal
state is nobnly defined in terms of the absence of involuntary motions in the human
frame, where even the circulation of the blood is subordinated to the control of properly
regulated passions; it is also defined negatively as a rejection of an unthinking kind of
bed ng: we fishould remove ourselves to the fur
i nani mate machines, acted upon by causes of

This unthinking, inanimate machine is clearly aligned with man in his involuntary
statei best exemplified by the child, but more generally by the labouring poor. His
discussion of involuntary motion is centered around the figure of the child, and their

capacity for foresight. l nvoluntary motion 0
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motion, either in whole or in part, did not enter into the view of the mind when the
moti on commencedo (161). This definition is
involuntary motion because it lacks foresight, which is requisite for voluntary mation
his novelCaleb WilliamsGodwin explores these ideas through his depiction of
characters like Tyrell, whose petulance and lack of impulse control mark him as child
i ke. Not only that, many of Tyrehelisbs acti on
not in full possession of either his body or mind. We find this principle explored early on
in the novel when Tyrell and Falkland first come into conflict with one another. Tyrell
Aaccidentally [sits] at t hegraduallydawnint y of t hi
with increasing jealousy towards Falkland and the praise he has received for his poetical
talents(84 ) . Though Tyrell appears to want to | e
unknown power that, as it were by enchantment, retained himémhpl ace, 6 as he
becomes exceedingly distressed by Fal kl andds
chil di shness of Tyrell s jealousy and hostil
involuntary way that he seems to be held there, stewing in hisgeghy some force he
cannot understand.

The escalating conflict that ensues between Tyrell and Falkland hinges upon the
t wo menébés differing claims to reason as well
closest neighbor, an dthae passad fooaftrueergpdekofthewe al t h,
English squire, 0 as we are told early on (74
however, make it clear that Tyrell was, from a young age, encouraged to habits of life and
learning which precluded him fromefely and easily associating with those who were his
natural peers. In recounting the origins of his birth, the narrator explains that he was,
from a very early age, #dAleft under the tuit.i
who took an unrestraide approach to his educati on: AEver
accommodati on and advantage, 0 and fAhe must n
instructiono (74). While we are meant to ide
moral guidance and silater misdevelopment, Godwin also notes that from a young age
Ahe was muscul ar and sturdy, o0 as iIif geneti ca

rati onal I i fe. When he | ater comes -under t he
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keeper, we are meattt understand this episode in his development not as a failure of

education, but of parental guidance, since his quickness in taking to shooting, fishing,

hunting, boxing, cudggblay, and quartes t af f bel i es the notion of
capaci t ghasagreatjleal offtapacity, clearly; it has simply been directed

towards more physical ends, and away from the cultivation of reason. The failure is

attributed to his mother, whose contempt for learning is reproduced in her son as a lack of
impulse cotrol and emotional instability, the unfortunate result of which is the

corruption of his -wWwnboednéBsaga¢cirby. amdr quli ck

position challenged by Fal klandds arrival i n
superiorclam t o el oguence endear him to the | ocal
resentment. Tyrell oés | ack of i mpulse control

in reason and moral education that comprised his upbringing.

In Caleb Williamsthe inconplete cultivation of the mind, or its neglect, is
marked not only by lack of access to voluntary action, but also by the absence of
foresight. The inability to see whatdéds comin
the world in which one moves, andiné§ f i ci ent wunderstanding of o
well as those of others, and how these contesting priorities will likely play out. During his
guarrel with Tyrell, Falkland weighs the consequences of their continued dispute and
concludes thatitcanonlglad t o future harms for the both
persons with our peculiarities and our weaknesses includes consequences that | shudder
to think of, 0 he tells Tyrell, fearing Athat
with misfot une and remorse to the survivor, o perf

events (88). Moreover, Falkland frames his warning as an act of benevolence, telling

Tyrell Ait i s necessary to your happinesso (
vaidat es Fal kl andés forebodings, as he warns
foresee to be i mminento if he continues in h

and Falkland are the only ones who seem to have any understanding of or fatesigh
what i1is to come of this dispute, since, for
and forebodingso as a sign of duplicitousnes

The way that Godwin stages this dispute recalls his argument about the solution
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for strained relations between rich and poor.
simply from being in the same room as the more literate, genteel Falkland, place him in

the same category as the poor i nusdmilevi nds po
to the same destructive passions that Godwin identifies as unique to thengerscores

the dangers posed by a comparable lack of education in the case of those who are in the

middling and upper classésAs a member of the class that bearsaal responsibility

for the care of the |l ess fortunate, Tyrell s
more horrifying on account of his petulance.

Godwi nbés point is that being poor does no
example 6John Clare demonstrates, to remain in a state of brutality, as Tyrell does, is to
choose not to exercise and i mprove oneb6s min
construction that separates men, and that education can elevate the meanegi traiper
same level as someone like Falkland. Education is not only what allows him to overcome
his station, but also to overcome the feelings of bitterness and unhappiness that Godwin
all eges are natural to the pqlerarguesuch of the
originate in Ahav[ing] the privileges of oth

are perpetually and vainly endeavouring to secure for themselves and their families the
poorest convenienceso (29) .nshaudi s no wonder,
be induced to regard the state of society as a state of war, an unjust combination,
not for protecting every man in his rights and securing to him the means of
existence, but for engrossing all its advantages to a few favoured individuals, and

reserving for the portion of the rest want, dependence, and misery. (28)

37 Robbery and fraud, he argues, two great vices in society, emerge out of the confluence
of extreme poverty and the usjly ostentatious lifestyles of the rich, which both
produce fidestructive passionso on the part
awf ul situati on. Hi s portrait of poverty ir
inhabitants are deprived afmost every accommodation that can render life tolerable
or secure, 0 no matter how hard they wor k (2
continent, it is only slightly better, as he cites the commonly accepted calculation, for
hi s cont e mp o peasoniinessven ofthe anhabitants ofehis country derives
at some period of his I|Iife assistance from
emphasizes the impact of other forces on the bodies and minds of the poor: they are
miserable because thaye overworked, undeested, and cannot afford enough food
and drink for themselves or their family. Godwin, however, draws a connection
bet ween the poords fAperpetual struggles wit
feeling of their oppressed situath , 6 whi ch fAdeprives[s] them c
surmounting ito (28).
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This dApainful feeling, 06 Godwin argues, rathe
responsible for producing the fAdestructive p
interrupted  (9R While this explanation gives a nod to the structural inequalities of
British society, it is not the distribution
resent ment, Godwin says, that are to be bl an
Godwin categorizes the material struggles of poverty as distinct from their resentment of
the wealth of others. The example of Tyrell reinforces this idea that the most dangerous
kind of poverty is intellectual: that the cultivation of the mind is the mostiitapb
means of achieving social harmony, and that material inequalities of wealth are secondary
to the more pernicious, socially destructive threat represented by defective minds and
Adi seased i magination|[s]. 0 Hi sscenfldbcamce of ed
easily be understood as a project for pacifying the lower orders. Insofar as Godwin
frames the problem as one of curing a disease, one that is disproportionately identified
with the poor, he seems to regard the feelings of theipafih respect to their station,
and towards the upper clas$easot as indicative of some fatal flaw in the organization of
the soci al body, but rather as a temporary,
application of education. After all, by his owrglo, Godwin cannot take seriously the
feelings of the pooasthe source of a legitimate critique: if their imaginations are
diseased, and their understandings narrow and limited, how can their complaints be
regarded as anything other than signs of thailadaptation to the state of the world?
Even if we allow, as Godwin himself does, that their situation is terrible, their complaints
nonetheless come from a place of limited understanding. The poor need a benevolent
protector not only to lift them up, batso apparently to articulate their own suffering.
S

In this section, | look to the work of the physiognomist Johann Casper Lavater,
whose assumptions about the powers of the mi
notion that education and cultivagj happiness are sufficient to improving the lot of the
British labouring poor.ri contrast, Examinehow the detailed case studies of the
labouring poorby thepathological anatomist Giambattista Morgagfier a subtle

critique of thebrand ofEnlightenment optimism represented by Godwin and Lavater. By
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highlighting the real material constraints and physical suffering affecting the poor,
Morgagni 6s work enables a more accurate diag
and the nature of their soilabs: namely, that education is only part of the problem, and
does not address the material factors that produce much of the misery they face.

The intimate correspondence between surface and interior is the definitive feature
of Johann Ca syla@sciende af phydiognondysthepdea that the face tells a
story about the soul, transparently and without reserve. Translated into English in 1789,
L a v a Essayos Physiognomsas very well received, and he became a household
name nearly from the momeit was published (Tytler 293). As John Graham notes, it
was fAreprinted, abridged, summari zed, pirate
that it is difficult to imagine how a literate person of the time could have failed to have
some generalkmol edge of the man and his theorieso (
reluctant in his embrace of Lavater ds though
reading of his daughter Mary several years after writatgb Williams eventually
acknowledging th legitimacy of physiognomy as a science inThisughts on Masome
forty years later (Juengel 74). Graeme Tytler cautions against reading a direct connection
bet ween Lavater and Godwin, since it is diff
At i-mmeured | iterary conventionso which codi fi
and ugliness with virtue and vice, respectively (390). However, we can see, at least
with respect to Lavaterdéds ideas concerning t
pathognomythe spirit of his thought demonstrated in the representation of characters in
the English novel after 1789. Tytler argues,
use of pathognomy to show the decline or degradation of characters by changes in their
fad al features, 0 as in the exlamighoge of Fal kl ar
however, the purpose of this chapter to rehash prior readings of Godwin via Lavater, but
rather to point towards a different interpretive lens that illuminates some ofeNeter
and Godwin collectively work to obscure: the role of the-naturals in shaping
character, and of the limits of explaining character with recourse to reason and the
passions.

While many have, at length, detailed the correspondence between basater
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physiognomic theories and the representation
argue that a more revealing antecedent is to be found in the work of Giovanni Battista
Morgagni. The famed Italian physician and anatomist, whose pioneering work on
pahological anatomy is credited with inaugurating modern medical practice as we know
it, was not the household name that Lavater was in the late eighteenth century.
Morgagni 6s influence did not extend into pop
Lavaterdid, but his work nonetheless was instrumental in leading a tectonic shift in the
theory of mediciné®l n t his section, | will begin by ad
investigations into disease, and identifying the connections that he makes between the
individual, their habits, and their external environment in cases dealing with people who
are recognizably of the labouring poor. | will then demonstrate the ways in which
Lavater 6s semiotic theory derives some of it
coresmndence to the work of anatomy. Godwinods
critical interpretive resource that authorizes his characterization on the basis that it lays
bare certain underlying truths about his subjects; however, it also derives dstguth
from the similarity between the work of the physiognomist and that of the physician. By
more fully accounting for the medical antece
kinds of unwilled lives that it glosses over, we can better understanGlow wi n 6 s
political philosophy operates in his fiction.

The ideal physiognomist, Lavater writes, is like a well tuned instrument: he
possesses a good figure, a well proportioned body, and a delicate organization; his senses
are easi |y mo viatdfulatnardmitting  thé dod thdiirapression of

external -20.Janedtosthese(phydical characteristics, the physiognomist

¥Dr. John Morgan, fHone of the original facul
institution that was to become Americabs fir
Hewroteinhisd ar y é DgSellilzusvhs o6in ye highest Esti mat:i
Europe, and all ye Copies of tvenwrad9d.st [t hi r d
Rol Il a Hill and Robert Anderson write, Al ndef

Morgagni ldt off. The French school, including Corvisart, Bichat, Laennec, Bayle, and

others, performed many autopsies in the early 1800s and made enormous discoveries.

Also important was the British school, which included John and William Hunter, their

sonin-law Matthew Baillie (who wrote the first systematic textbook of anatomic

pathology, published in 1801), Hodgkin, and others. This era of discovery climaxed with

Karl von Rokitansky in Vienna. Between 1830 and 1860, Rokitansky performed 30,000

autopsies and supased as many more, wrote reams of papers and books reporting his

own findings, and used them to interpret the meaninnglofe anat omy of di seas
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must also be well versed in anatomy, Anot on

but likewise with the dation, the arrangement, [and] the separations of the muscles; he

must be able to distinguish accurately the proportion and the connection of all the vessels

and memberso (122). Moreover, the individual

about Action ef the luman body in a state of health, and also be well acquainted

with the Temperaments, 0 including Athe col ou

result from the different mixtures of the bl
Given this specific list oskills and experience, it is difficult to see what

appreciable differences separate the practice of the physiognomist from the physician,

apart from the site of their application. An even more appropriate comparison aligns

physiognomy with the work ofant omy, since the fitrue objecto
At he ani mal at resto (Advertisement). As Mic
would be if his own science could confront a
since Athees saetetmadhfematear prominent than in

easier to diagnose (393). Caroline Warman agrees, writing that Lavater understood the

work of anatomy and physiognomy to be complementary. Rather than unsettling the

claims of physiognomy,anatoy , or A Anat omi cal Physi ognomy, 0
actually be used to determine Acertain inter
validate the work of the physiognomist (Warn

of the body merely becoes another exterior, another series of interpretable surfaces that

al so owes its character to the intangible so
external or internal, no matter whether or not it is immediately visible to the observer, is

renderd effectively transparent by the gaze of the physiognomist. Using this interpretive

lens, however, disease becomes remystified precisely at the moment that anatomical

investigation lays the body bare; rather than clarifying the true origins of disease,

Lavat er 6s anat omical physi ognomy, l' i ke the wo
a tool of discovery than one of aesthetic production, reifying aesthetic judgments

concerning the relationship between pathology and morality in a way that simply
confirmspre-existing knowledge.

The pathol ogical anatomist Giambattista N
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by contrast, is predicated on something much
and correlation of symptoms between individuals or groups of eeOple finds several
indices in the back matter of his signature work that testify to the precision with which he
takes up individual cases, and the importance he places on making his work accessible
and useful to physicians as well as the learned moreraién the first lists the cases
according to different parts of the body; the second, the diseases and symptoms correlated
to their external causes, including employment and other habits of life; the third indexes
cases according to postmortem findingsgl the fourth highlights what he regards as the
most interesting and noteworthy cases. A def
that they are presented in epistola¥®y form,
The epistolary form natnly has the virtue of making his writing accessible to a non
specialist audience, but also is critical in terms of articulating the relationship between
patient histories, their symptoms, and their
as the pevious external causes of disease, the mode of diet, the condition in life, as that
of a widow or a virgin, the state of childhood, or decrepid [sic] age, and finally the trade
or employment in |ifeo (XxXxXx).

Morgagni 6s attent i oneevidenceshis iedebtednessthbauses o
the Hippocratic school of thought. As Enrico Benassi notes in his editibmeo€linical
Consultations of Giambattista Morgagtine man was principally a physician before he
was an anatomist, and his fame as a pathologiwbmist obscures the fact his
Aanatomical study always retained a compl et e
above all, of the sick manodo (xxxiii). While
traditions, he consistently emphasized a distindtppocratic regime consisting of the
proper care of the nematurals. The mind played an especially important role in his
clinical consultations, as Saul Jarcho notes that attention to mental states was usually
Apart of the tr eat istates were alsoowasionally impliedtebg e me n't

the cause or a principal factor in producing

39 He cites in the preface the works of Antonio Valsalva and Theophilus Bonetus, the
latter of whose&Seulchretum  whi ch col |l ected together fAthe
which had been carried off by diseases, 0 asc
study, is the closest analogue for the ambitions of his own work, although Morgagni
was far more methodical (xv)
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recommends that a patient, suffering from a
anger, sadness, and otherburdense af f ecti ons of the mindo (I
wor k features questionable conclusions of th
happiness as the best remedy for a materially, objectively difficult existence, his attention
to the whole person uitiately serves as a positive ground for staging his anatomical
work, linking external Asymptoms, signs, syn
predictable anatomic | esion or set of | esion
The diversity of cases that deal with labourers demdnsira Mor gagni 0s
understanding of the inexorable nature of particular diseases for individuals in difficult
occupations. One of the most common threads running through these cases is the
| abouring poordéds propensity ¥Viaebutiaihsteadh ol , whi
understood to be a means of relieving the daily stresses of their labours. A case of a fifty
yearoldclothbo ear er i n Bel una, |l taly, Awhose busine
large, heavy shears, acquired a tumour in his chedexrerienced difficulty breathing.
Morgagni writes that it is unclear fAwhether
gave occasion to it, or the venereal disease, or rather both of them together, being added
to the business inewhiclhd Mmhe msehtfional 4B 18 xc
admits that the manés breathing problems Awo
trade al so, 0 citingcdrteumyr&natfomihet skelvend ere
t he shop of s o me48a)rAnathertcase obd youngimas wokkingada (|
wool comber, fiseizdd with a violent fevero a
the unique hazards of working with wool . AWo
known to be affected in their lungsnd often to die, from such diseases; by reasons that
they take into their trachea, the filthy vap
reason also, that they spend their lives, almost naked, in hot places, and by the side of the
burning stovs; from whence they go out, when they are extremely hot, and at the same
time halftn a k e d into the open airo (1 .226)
Occupational hazards consistently crop up in the case histories, but despite the
clear connections that he seems to identify, Morgagrités tiesitant to draw definitive

conclusions. One example is given ofaneighigmaro | d man, who Al i vdd i
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grounds, 0 and whose fibusiness was to cut dow
ill from dropsyand eventually succumbs to a compgiiea of disorders, including
epilepsy and acute fevé&Morgagni cautions against drawing any conclusions about the
origins of the manés illnesses, since he cou
number J[that]é generbabmystsoapbsl0Be. elesanf
whet her Ait was really the cause, or was not
nor that of any other man, to pronounce, in
many others, it can be difficult to diisguish external factors from internal, or pre
existing, conditions and to give appropriate weight to each.

There are a particular class of cases, however, in which he allows himself to be far
more conclusive: those dealing with the labouring poor whask is primarily in
textiles. These cases illustrate what seems to be the uncontroversial, accepted point that
textile workers are uniquely susceptible to disorders of the lungs, given their regular
exposure to various p arhoiwassubjectt@isflammation t al | an
of the chest, from the trade of hedpr e ssi ng, 6 | ately began to be
organs of his voice, by the dust of the hemp
speak. 0 This man, r at Hseonditiorhas anatoralongé,l es sl y acc
understood the nature of his problem and, rationally, one might even say, began to pick
out Ahemp which was |l ess dusty, and combdéd i
t hat he eventwual |l y A n3-8)cAnctherdndn, afartgyearald ur al v o
hempdr esser, fibegan, two years before, to hav
and was fAextremely pale, though, perhaps, no
his trade. 6 Mo r guahganoccupaton may hindér aespirafidn,camd s
consequently the perfection of the blood, is not difficult to conceive, and has even been
already s®ewno (I .220

In a similar case dealing with a steogtter, Morgagni allows himself to be more

conclusive n hi s diagnosis. The man understands b
l ungs of such artificers are, from the dust
subsequently confiirmsinhispestor t em di agnosi s: Athe lungs,

40 Also known as edema, or the accumulation of fluids in the body.
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very heavyand in their whole posterior and lower surface, of a black colour, the
bl ackness penetrating deeply into the hard a
case of disorders brought on by trade, he describes iviétyear old waggoner who
sufferedfrom a rash of escalating ailments before succumbing to his disorders. Morgagni
is explicit in drawing a connection here, in a passage that | will quote at length:
Perhaps in no class of men, have | and my friends seen aneurisms of the aorta
more frequetly, than in guides, podioys, and other persons who sit almost
continually on horseback. Nor is it to be
accidents and injuries of air, to which t
that the great concussi@nd agitation on the one hand, by exciting the motion of
the blood, and by urging the sides of the artery; on the other hand, by compelling
these parietes, inasmuch as they are shaken, to counteract the strokes of the
excited blood, will relax, finallythe structure of their parietes, and make inroads
upon their strength. Which so much the more easily happens, where salacity and
diseases are added to it, as in it this history. (1.440)
In this example, the work environment of the plosy and others whgend much of
their time on horseback is uniquely calibrated to disturb the regular operations of the
body. The constant shaking and rattling about unsettles the blood as well as the means of
calming it, as the walls of the organs are degraded and wealaketihis has the effect
of impairing the bodyds resistance to illnes
and injuries of air, o0 to which they are expo
working out of doors. The hazards encountered byath@uring poor, and of just this one
class of workers in particular, distinguish them as peculiarly susceptible to disease.
Gi ambattista Morgagni s innovations in an
established, are grounded in the tradition of Hippocrma&dicine, and in the anatomical

innovations of his predecessors. With his particular attention to the sufferings of

41 References to the work of Bernardino Ramazzini can be found in passages dealing with
diseases brought about by occupation. The seventeenthry Italian physician is
most famous for IsibookDe Morbis Artificum Diatriba or Diseases of Workers
which detailed the health hazards encountered by workers wviiftypccupations.
ARamazzini is known quintessentially for t}
guestions recommended by Hippdesa he should ask one maérgvhat is your
occupation. 00
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labourers, however, he partakes in the subdiscipline of occupational medicine which has
a history stretching back as far as Hippocratesedks Michael Gochfield, who has
recently provided a chronological review of the history of occupational disease going
back to the Paleolithic era, finds that during the Classical era, Hippocrates and Pliny
Acomment on the hazar eéwsworkeadwemlkeyitobg slavesbrut @A si n
prisoners, there was | ittle concern over the
manual labour was uncontroversial for Xenophon, who wro@eiconomicushat they
Aare rightly dishomrodwitéeéddsienaouts diamageothec s
who work at them, 0 causing a Aphysical degen
deterioration of the soulodo (99). Gochfeld no
and the emergence o fookBreoccupatiomnhi diseaseRreeanthe z i ni 0 s
beginning of the eighteenth century, At her e
health or disease, 0 perhaps because the conn
of a general indifferencetothewele i ng of | abour eDissase6d 00 ) . Ra m:
Workerscompiled clinical descriptions for diseases afflicting many different trades,
including

miners, healers and midwives, chemists and apothecaries, potters, smiths, glaziers,

mirror makers, paintersulfur, gypsum and lime workers, cleaners of privies,

fullers, oil pressers, tanners, cheese makers, tobacco workers, corpse carriers, wet

nurses, vintners, bakers, sifters, measurers of grain, stone cutters, laundresses,

flax, hemp, and silk workers, [ahbdathmen. (100)
Ramazzini was a pioneer of ergonomics, visited workers in their workplaces to better
understand their labour conditions, and made observations on the deleterious effects of
poor ventilation, temperature control, and sanitary practicéiewing Ramazzini later
in the eighteenth century were physicians su
medi cine, 0 best known for his experiments an

probably Athe first c¢ompanyidgdmgdal seiviees of mod

to mercury miners; Percival Pott, who correl
scrotal cancerso in London chimney sweeps; a
Afdescribed conditions in theaamenttbpasstnef Rat cl i
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Factory Act of 18020 in recognition of the p
sanitation practices (168).4?

The diversity of cases demonstrating the perils of life regularly encountered by
those belonging to the labouring dasvhether in the normal course of their occupations,
or because of some events going back to their birth, brings into sharp relief just how
fantastic are the fantasies of poverty that we find in eightemttury literature. These
fantasies are central the works of writers for whom the poor exist not as discrete
individuals with complex inner lives, but as examples of resilience upon which they can
erect claims about an idealized human nature that undergird further claims about the
proper organizationf society. The arguments of Godwin, who privileges reason to the
exclusion of nearly all else in his understanding of individual health, are characterized
precisely by a failure to reckon with the particularities of class which work to produce
significantmaterial differences in the health and waing, as well as the lived
experiences more broadly, of the labouring poor. The notion that we can reason our way
outofdiseaseof t he physiological sort as well as
mind whch afflicts the social body is a fantasy that is predicated not on eliminating
manual labour and fashioning the labouring poor into political and social equals with the
gentryi whi ch i s, | i magine, the only WwWreéabko way
political projecti but r at her on the | abouring poor ds a
necessary to the natural, proper organization of society: getting them to turn that frown
upside down.

The relationship of Johanimvestatisnstthe Lavat er
more humble claims of Giambattista Morgagni 6
and further serves to illuminate what i s uns
as it is exemplified ifCaleb Williams The principal diference between Morgagni and
Lavater |ies in the | atterdés emphasis on t he
theselfevi dent truth of fAthe influence derived f

actiono (Advertisement )sical causes hawiagdh subdtantiven a mb i g u

20ne section of WiFledwoapubli€hedjwstarfed years later & |
1805, centers on how hard, manual labour negatively affects the body, mind, and soul.
Clearly, Godwin was conceed with the ways in which the labour practices of the
factory lead to the deterioration of the soul.
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effect on the body and mind, as Morgagni observes in his investigations, for Lavater,

ocular impressions have a kind of materiality all their own that can influence the

individual. While Morgagni avers that the true orgiof disease will perhaps always be

out of reach of human perception and knowledge, Lavater concedes no such thing. The

various forms of physiognomical knowl edge an

the ability of the human eye to determineinnenat ur e from external si

Medicine be without the knowledge of sympton

sympt omati cal knowl edge without Physiognomy?
Godwi nés understanding of the novelistds

anatomist placehim within a well established tradition linking anatomy and literéftire

Thisframinghas been taken up by some critics as a sign of an emergent psychoanalytical

vein in his writing?* Writing that the first person narrative mode allowed him to analyze

A He private and internal operations of the mind, [and to employ] my metaphysical

dissecting knife in tracing and laying bare the involutions of motive, and recording the

gradually accumul ating i mpul seso that | ed hi

that they did, it is clear that Godwin was aiming for a kind of psychological realism (15).

Scott Juengel identifies this metaphor as pa
enlightenment aesthetic theory thathastorianBarbara Staffordcalldt he vi sual i zat i
of knowledge, d which includes &émetaphors of
di ssectingdo common to fAlate enlightenment s
phrenologyo (74). But in what a@&pham eci abl e wa
Ascientificod terms, is Lavateroés project al/l

Bl'n AMi scel | ane o (CharaRerititkgLord Shaftesbuby refers toh i s
hi mself as an AAnatomist of ftAbsaMiondoand 7 1]
Achitophel, 0 John Dryden i magines the worKk
that of the physician: AThe true end of Sat
And he who writes Honestly, is no more an Enemy to the Offenderhbdphysician
to the Patient, when he prescribes harsh Re
Body Politique have any Analogy to the Natural, in my weak judgment, an Act of
Oblivion were as necessary in a Hot, Distempered State, as an Opiate wouwijsp) b
a Raging Fevero (87).

44 William Brewer, writing inThe Mental Anatomies of William Godwin and Mary
Shelley200l)ar gues t hat Godwin understood that A

t hought experiments in the O6scryenced of mer
labouratories in which writers can conduct psychological experiments on their
charactersé [ by] control [l ing] the wvariabl e
(29).
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anatomist? Morgagni, the depth of whose anatomical investigations is matched by his
considerable, detailed attention to the histories of the patients usd=raj also
demonstrates a notable interest in understan
individual 6s di sorder. I n Morgagni 6s wor k, t
in terms of those descriptions examined earlier dealing withpational hazards of the
labouring poor, as the constellation of external stimuli that work to disrupt the proper,
healthy function of different organs, and which lead to some kind of imbalance that
ulti mately produces the persondés di sease.
Butwhatiste nature of these impulses? The def
the Oxford English Dictionary roughly fall on one of two sides, where the origin of the
i mpul se comes either from within or without:
suddenforceaas i ng moti on; 06 a fAforce or influence ¢
external stimulus; suggestion, incitement, i
action arising from some state of mind or fe
ortendencyd act, without pr efimendpiThssevariousor r ef | ect
definitions skirt one another, overlapping and diverging, and illustrate a broad uncertainty
surrounding the origins of these O0i mpul ses. 0
thoughts or feelings, or involuntary, working through the individual without mediation to
produce a change in the state of the body.
The confusion about the origins of the impulses that guide our body and influence
our actions is precisely what leads Morgagraver that he cannot with any certainty
identify the true origins of disease, but which for Lavater produces no such confusion. If
it is true, Lavater argues, Athat Man is act
Ain his turne axteromabnobjéctdesso that he n
i mpressions, [ but] al so communicates his own
intentionality. ALavaterian Man, 0 so to spea
actions. He is shaped byetiworld only to the extent that he has already shaped it to his
liking, eliminating those defects and potential, lurking accidents that threaten his
carefully cultivated autonomy. These externalities are a second text that we can read to

understandtheméns char acter, since they are simply
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desire: ANature forms wus, but we transform h
becomes a second natureo (25). That is, whil
is transformativeWild Nature is given structure, tamed into towns and cities; Her

materials are taken and transformed in support of civilization. This second Nature that we

create includes things I|i ke ARank, condition
modific at i on of Man, 0 constituting a fAveil spre
must Apierce througho to find the Asolid and
Man really iso (25). That is, rank has no fo

consider, going back to my previous example, the character of Tyfdllab Williams
who is brutish and petulant despite being born into atagking family. Such veils are
al ways secondary: Ato what, 0 however, i s amb
Moreover, this interprete project of moving beyond the veil is hampered by any
number of factors that frustrate the act of reading:
By how many accidentsé physical as wel |l a
circumstances, changes, passions; by how many varieties in respect of dress an
attitude, not to mention the incessant play of light and shade, may a man be
betrayed into an error, and made to see a face in a false point of view! (100)
It is interesting that Lavater does not construct a hierarchy of differences here, where
physicalaccidents, perhaps of the kind that Morgagni discusses in his study, are placed
along the same continuum as personality and
judgement about, or potential to know, an individual. To this imposing list Lavater adds
oneofte most common Aaccidentso of the period,
and distinctive features [are] deranged and
knew them effacedo (100).
Accidents such as smallpox, however, were not, as Lavater wouhdtsemply,
randomly distributed and potentially felt by anyone; rather, they disproportionately
affected the poor, especially in the latter half of the period. Like the physical accidents
that he mentions, and that Morgagni makes the subject of hisBa8gdibussmallpox
was more likely to affect those of a lower economic station, who are less able to insulate

themselves from harm. In their study of the decline of adult smallpox in eighteenth
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century London, Romola Davenport, Leonard Schwarz, and yd8eniton note the
dramatic demographic changes underway in the late eighteenth century, most notably
Athe emergence of c¢class differences in mort a
where urban and higher socioeconomic groups enjoy significagthehsurvival
chances than their rural and poorer peerso (
most lethal cause of death in the eighteenth century, accounting.@pér cent of all
burials, 0 and forever tr anstbevadmaprgnatarqhe f ac e s
death. By reading all visible difference as simple veils, or second natures, Lavater
sacrifices a more particularized knowledge of the relationship between the individual and
her environment, as seen in the more grounded Hippocraticafidlorgagni, for the
sake of bolstering his semiotic theory.

The contrast between Lavater and Morgagni allows us to better understand the
probl ems with Godwindés ideal of education as
Morgagni 6s weate tothé Enkghtesnment optimism of Lavater and
Godwin: education can only go so far in helping the labouring class to overcome the
miseries of their station, quite simply because they live and work in environments that
exceed their control. One canoi mpl y wi | | away particulate me
lungs, for example; education, or positive thinking, is an inadequate response to
suffering. Lavater 6s argument to the contrar
body, and does not pay empuattention to the ways in which people are shaped
involuntarily by the environments they inhabit: in the case of the labouring class, all of
the attendant dangers and potenti al l ur ki ng
autonomy they have, hto mention how the physicality of their labours rob them of the
mental fortitude to combat the misery of their situation in the ways that Godwin theorizes
they could, given the proper educational toolkit.

In his novelCaleb Williams we find how Godwin @pts most of the components
of Lavater s theory of character to suggest
individual against all accident, whether moral or physical, and is a truer indication of
oneds character t han ddress. Gedwio affint that yankvsei | s o f

veil that has no relationship with a persono
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oneds educati on, -learnihgand domabildy, uadertaken in theirb o o k
formative years, that is perhaps threajest determinant of happiness, security, and

freedom from injury or faccident. o0 By | ookin
orphan Emily, the brutish Grimes, and the te
Lavaterian optimism intersecting with htgnking on class, demonstrating the important

ways in which Godwinés ideas depart from pre
as exemplars of virtue or vice, or as deserving or undeserving. In the process of working

through the examples in this tewe can begin to see more clearly both the promise and

the Il imitations of Godwinds ideas.

The pauper of Godwinés political phil osop
machine, on account of their relative lack of skdfermination, but they are a curious
one, at that. The poor are economic instruments, to be sure, since they are
instrumentalized, imagined in terms of their physical capacity to contribute to economic
producti on. Not only that, they are also, cr
therefore less able to circumvent or to predict accidents that they may face, as is the case,
we find, inCaleb Williams |t i s these two features, their
machineo of industrial/ economic fhatiobducti on,
their lack of the outward characteristics of civility, and/or the inward characteristics
befitting some imagined, idealized rational subjetttat makes them legible as Other,
rather than as belonging, if only imperfectly, to civil society.

Therei s perhaps no better example of this f
brutal, Aurmdoutlh zeendd amdalinfal 06 Gri mes, who bot |
about education and serves as an example of
action rewlers them more vulnerable to exploitation by the Tyrells of the world (109).

This young man appears in the first book of
revenge in the ongoing proxy war between him and Falkland. Unable to send Emily
packing Tyrell settles on a plan that secures his reputation and ensures her punishment
for admiring Falkland: marrying her off to a rudennered country boy.
He was not precisely a lad of vicious propensities, but in an inconceivable degree

boorish and uncoht His complexion was scarcely human; his features were
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coarse, and strangely discordant and disjointed from each other. His lips were
thick, and the tone of his voice broad and unmodulated. His legs were of equal
size from one end to the other, and hit fmisshapen and clumsy. He had nothing
spiteful or malicious in his disposition, but he was a total stranger to tenderness;
he could not feel for those refinements in others, of which he had no experience
himself. (109)
The innovations of Lavater are sd®re especially: the common association of vice and
deformity is supplanted by an emphasis on the correlation between unreason and outward
form. I n one | at d&ssay$anRlysiognote draws dormectonse r 6 s

between the composition and postions of the body and how they correlate to inward

states, writing that #fAthe proportion of the
determine the mor al and intellectual <charact
wetakeitthat@dwi n i s adopting Lavaterds semiotic

seem that Grimes is being set up as a criminal; he is not inherently vicious, or criminal,
but he has the potential to be.

Of course, Grimes is neither. Contrary to the expectateriss out by Lavater
t heory, Grimes is not inherently disposed to
grotesque man to | ook at, but his chief defe
That is, the problem is not that he is brutish in fér@odwin is not so deterministic, as
weseewithEmiy but t hat he has Ano experienceo wit
recognize it in others and relate to them in a civilized way (109). Grimes may be a simple
man, with a fAmoral camd unteflaettuab bhar botg
isnotiunt i | he is effectively made into one by
instrument sufficiently adapted to his purpo
mal i ce, 0 who @ waearséness of kigperceptigns,tfontee pengetragon
of the greatest injuries, o not unlike the in
a brutish man, but his brutishness is involuntary; by contrast, it is Tyrell who ultimately
bears moralresponsb i | i ty for Grimesés actions, since
his brutal scheme.

Emi |l yés downfall is certainly orchestrate
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blunt instrument Grimes, but it is also aided to a considerable degree by hafr lack
foresight, a quality she shares with her easily manipulated captor. The lack of foresight is
a marker of their lack of refinement and education, and perhaps signals that their
transformation is incomplete: they have some way to go before they camlye t
voluntary lives free of accident. In the interim, they require the intervention of a
benevolent protector, such as a Falkland, to rescue them from the predations of the
Tyrells of the worl d. Emi | yéos f aialdeeldy escape
her captor Grimes, demonstrates her innocence as well as her lack of foresight. Emily is
just barely able to escape Grimes before she
extraordinary accidento (128). B wdent, forf Emi |y
Fal kl and it is precisely the opposite: fdhe t
the express design of encountering robberseé
did not go provided agai nst omswatesgreatl e acci den
foresight, in contrast to Emily, in planning for potential dangers in the woods.

A similar sequence of events plays out in the case of Hawkins. A tenant farmer as
well as a man who owns a small freehold estate, and thus has votingrritfigsounty
elections, Hawkins comes under fire from his landlord, Squire Marlow, after refusing to
vote for him. While Tyrell takes on Hawkins as his tenant ostensibly to protect him from
Mar |l owds wrath, Tyrell s tr weomesdddenvaadt i ons ar
that Hawkinsdé son be his servant. Hawkins fc
mi ne should go to service, 0 since he does #fn

Acannot bear to risk my poorurbdberéost avred § afrieto

main foolish of me to talk to [Tyrell] thus,
his familydéds equal claim to health and wellb
sign his sonb6s iuallibutassiah g defaath ariranput i nto

Hawkins clearly seems to understand the consequences of his disobedience, and
yet he pursues this path regardless. While t
to think of contestingwithamanof Mr. Tyrd 6 s emi nence and fortune,
of no avail for him to have right on his side, when his adversary had influence and

weal th, o it is no less tragic (137). In this
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understands that Hawkiesentimemt, @dha@awaryo byh

on, when Tyrel/l cuts off the Hawkinsesd acce

gate, forcing them to travel over a mile sin

by breaking open the barrier, arsdjailed shortly thereafter under the Black Att.

AThis, 0o Godwin writes, fAwas the finishing st

clung to hope rather than reasonable expectations in desiring that he would prevail in his

case over Tyrheelalr,t andedt hwist hitni shi mo (141) . Wi

seen it coming, according to the narrator, his resistance to Tyrell was justified, even if it

was destined to fail. Hi s resistance to Tyre

acceptsthat yr el | 6s application of the | aw is reas

not. Motivated by the desire to protect his son against being put into the service of a man

he does not respect, and who likewise has no respect for him, he effectivelyinisalé

At he finishing stroke to [his] miserieso (14
This episode with Hawkins shows some of t

poor. Despite his belief in the power of education to help the poor lead more af@dent

Il i ves, Galkdsolubd sanmotaddress the larger problem that they face: the

impunity with which the rich flout the law, and shape the world according to their cruel

preference. The inescapable message here is that, yes, the poor need education, but they

also truly need a Imevolent protector, if only to help them bridge the gaps in their

understanding as they work towards living a more voluntary life. That is, even if Hawkins

understands Tyrell 6s corruption and the natu

confront theproblem on his own in any adequate way. When Falkland later confronts

Tyrell about his offenses against Hawkins, Tyrell is indignant that he should have to treat

a mere tenant as an equal, and Falkland reminds him of the hardships of poverty in a

pieceofdi al ogue that is | ifted vPRolttcabal |y wor d f

Philosophy The di scourse of fAmachinesd comes up

defends the distinction of rank as fda good t

®Tyrell has him arrested under theneBl ack Act
with a sword, or other offensive weapon, and having his face blackened, or being

otherwise disguised, appeareing in any warren or place where hares or conies have been

or shall be usually kept, and being thereof duly convicted, shall be adjudgedguilty

felony, and shall suffer deat h, as i n cases
140).
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but somethg that cannot allow them to forget that the lamentable condition of the poor

i s Awithout any demerit, o and one must d
unfortunat e*Tpheaotp liesd, (rladt3h)eer t han expl oit
it is the responsibility of those in the upper and middling class to be more conscientious
about their suffering, and to work towards their relief. Moreover, he reminds Tyrell, there
i's not much that separates t he accidenthasf r om
given uso (143).

But this exchange raises an i mportant
is a result of accident, what is the place of reason and rationality, that which shapes us in
the most meaningful ways? Godwin provides uthwne clue to this answer in
Fal kl anddéds recourse to the metaphor of t
almost beyond bearing as it is; and, if we unfeelingly give another turn to the machine,
they wil|l be crushed wimseans @ admintbabreagoh daf ) .
only take one so far: that the levers of power, controlled by the upper classes, ultimately
place much of the responsibility for the suffering or relief of the poor in their hands: that
the poor, even if they are ablergcognize the severity or hopelessness of their situation,
|l ack the means of changing it in a mater
classes have a moral responsibility to lighten the yoke of the poor, rather than to continue
to make the worlanore hostile to their interests, happiness, and-ahg: what
separates the rich from the poor is their ability to avoid accidents as well as their ability
to create them. Fal kl anddéds foresight ena
willful 1 'y mani puT metpke,prodedsds, sinugterdan his power in order to
advance his own interests, which directly increases the likelihood of accidents befalling
those such as Emily and Hawkins.

Godwinds soluti on t thadcidents ofgonrseais y | i v
education: given the right amount of knowledge and foresight, even the labouring poor

could Ilive more intentional |l i ves. Their
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any demerit, o and il@asisestfieodlighotfenthdeuppée

unf ortunate peopleo (143). Fal kl and, |1k

46 The underlying assumption here is that poverty is a natural feature of civilization.
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poor responsible for their own suffering. That they are uniquely disposed to all manner of
accidents is beyond their control. AsnSdr a Macpherson argues, fdacc
what machines produceo and, for Godwin, what
understands this truth and turns it to his advantage, with terrible consequences for those
without power. He knows that respdribity can be diffused through the law, and his
desires effected by indirect means, and he uses this machine to achieve his vengeance
against Emily for her perceived slighting of him. Hence when Emily finallyidagfter
he escalates his plans against bad he is confronted by Falklandyrell is able to
di smiss the i mputation t hat i Dicklenpyknies hand i n
or pistols? Did | give her poison? | did nothing but what the law allows. If she be dead,
nobody cansaythaslm t o bl ame! 6 (159) His ability to
more abstract mechanisms of the law affords him plausible deniability, as the actions
which lead to her downfall are indirectly effected by him. He uses this same power to
harass his tenaiawkins, who, like Emily, lacks the foresight and understanding to
navigate his dangerous situation.

Hawkinsd blindness is intelligible as a |
had the opportunity or occasion to learn about the law becausgeafdupation as a
| abourer. But his | ack of foresight i s cast
lack of opportunity that accounts for the power differential between these two men, but
something more essential. Hawkins himself drawsthedist t i on bet ween HAQgr e:
Alittleo people, counting himself among the
Imagining in himself the power to create a more just society, the power to effect changes
that could help reshape the balance of powemagno men, Hawki ns | ament s
little folks had but the wit to do for ourselves, the great folks would not be such maggoty
changelings as they are. They would begin to
misdiagnoses the problem, of course, butheeffeetl y ar ti cul ates one of
ideas: that the pooroés | ack of access to edu
Awito to |live happier |lives free of accident
the upperclasses for protectiointhe Falklands of the worldand vulnerable to those

who would manipulate them for their own eride Tyrells.
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Whil e Sandra Macpherson analyzes the fAacc
Wo | | st o lrankensteihaddressing the question of how the gothiea$ how we

define the ethics of personal responsibility, | want to suggest that her analysis is equally

applicable to Godwinds novel, and to his phi
accidents, harms, and the question of responsibility anccagen For Godwi n, HfAac
seems to be what is produced by fAunfeelingly

whose levers the upper classes corftraind yet, if distinctions of rank are natural, and
the machine must inevitably lurch on, what alternatives Falkland offer to the present
state of affairs? To fAfeelinglyo turn the ma
cannot stop the machine, nor is it seemingly desirable to do so. What, then? As | will
demonstrate in the following and final sectianh i | e Godwi nds sympathies
with the poor, they are limited in their scope.
T

In Fleetwoodas inCaleb Williamswe see how Godwin sets up the middling and
lower orders as an unruly element of the body politic, aistdfested polital force that
continually threatens to corrupt a barely functional political order that operates only
haltingly under the strain of their ambitions. In this section, | examine two characters who

are made victim of the seiifiterested, myopic middling fpalbeit in different ways: the

“This Aimachined that Fal k| aneyidentfiéssastse t o coul
compl ex of power and | egal authority that e
Williams later in the novel. Bailey points to the escalation of police powers in the
1780s following the Gordon Riots as forming the pretext for Godwixietes about
the statebds response to perceptions of cont
crime in the latter half of the eighteenth century gave rise to concerns about public
safety, prompting William Pitt to introduce the 1785 London and iester Police
Bill, which significantly shifted the structure of law enforcement from a policy of
hanging and tr awigilpnoeandaraventiom {( 628 he Whi fie t hi

specific bill did not become loauns, 0 iftorwa si nnc
1792 as the Middlesex Justices Bill, preser
interest in preventative care. Bail ey ar gue

Aextraordinary and dangerous powerso of t he
estdlished discourse about lawlessness and public order as they were a response to

the oppression of Jacobin sympathizers in t
much a mani festation of old patrician soci e
manipulaton® t he | egal and penal systems, o0 fpar:t
new and arbitrary in the extremedo that was
1785 bill (531). Bailey makes a strong case
of coercivetechniques available to the government of theidédne increasing use of

i mprisonment; the expansion of the police f

information in the newspapers, pamphlets, and circillars at t he centre of
nov el ,omstitdes tthe ntachinery with which Falkland is concerned.
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fraught relationship between the newly elected MP Casimir Fleetwood, whose desire to
root out bad | egislation and craft better po
character of my c¢ oun tsityyid selfimtezestoftthg middéing by t he
and | ower orders who exert the greatest inf]l
narrative following the orphan child Ruffign
mill continues to develop his thesis on tleeially destructive, immoral nature of the
mi ddl ing sortds ambi RleetowaogtakenTogethereexténdvo s ect i on
Godwi nés argument about the corrupting influ
which their voluntary brutality perpetuatemral travesties of the kind that condemn a
child like Ruffigny to indentured labour. Just as Fleetwood laments that England has
sacrificed its moral center for the sake of economic grévitiat as an MP he must
Asoot he their pregiurdi ftceeasriRafigayeaamaliesiatthe ok t h
inhumanity of the silk mills, the engines that generate wealth for these perverse men, and
which are fueled by the disposable bodies of the poor (226).

Fleetwood offers the reader an account of his rigéfice, springing from his
increasing distaste for the acquaintance of vain, literary men. He contrasts the

i nauthenticity of bookish men with the more

me with the desire of becoming myself a representativeeintiEn gl i sh par |l i ament
seeing in public office an opportunity for
mi ddling and | ower classes of the community,
| ower orders (224). He ft hhuasn dfi | caruagf ht esdmeant, ot hfes

pipe, and toasted Church and King, and the w
by Acomplying with the plain, coarse manner s
ri sks of taking on At heai[lamesr ranpgt @ chle Manmn eri | |
study the characters of the lower classes, the tradesmen in particular, allows him to gain
access to a truer notion of the British character, which is of course important to
understand as a newly ordained member of gpaent.

FIl eet woodds great plans are sabotaged, ho
bringing the full force of his reason and judgment to his new roleas dantM® f st udy

the principles of | egislation, @nt,d ftde tiiebati nb
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forward such regul ations as the present stat
Aunf ol dé such maxims as may insensibly tend
character of my countryo (22 %&}thechhaterofoon f ai |
parliament to be greatly different from his idealized notions of it: men who are more
interested in driving Aministers in possessi
pl aces, 0 and men who @Aobj eyxwerHad,tbwtbeoaasey t hi ng
their defects, real or apparent, afforded pl
the continual contest for power which characterizes parliament, Fleetwood finds that
none are exempt from an even more insidious conceahrrtembers of a parfymust
accommodate themselves to the views of the dullest and meanest of their adhdcents,
their impatience, their perverseness, and their acrimony; they must employ a thousand
arts to soothe their prejudices and keep them ineéetgnd that this task is made all the
more difficult because fAas, i n every party t
the men of understandimg The result is that the | atter a
the vilest of rolilen istkessenthlly thé Sadeéone thaffTHawking
identifies in his |etter to Falkland: the mi
men in office, corrupting them with their foolish ideas and demands. Their foolishness is
not, however, the fashionabfoolishness of the Oxonian crowd, but rather is
characterized by ignorance, siliferest, and blind striving after wealth and power. This
more dangerous kind of foolishness is dangerous precisely because it has a foothold in
the halls of government, tar than being relegated to the salon.

Godwin pins a substanti al portion of the
character of England, 0 one effect of which i

the pressures placed on parliamentary leadetedse men. Fleetwood laments the

deterioration of English political society f
pages of our history, o0 and bl ames its downf a
commercial and arithmeendad nhkae i Duwp &dr fwihe icds h
and, as a result, caused the country to | ose

empire with seemingly no boundsand no bonds the body of Britain has become

bloated, attacked from within and withouteBtwood complains that the enlargement of
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Aboth houses of parliament [has] destroyed t
|l egi sl ature, 06 and the great stream of foreig
poured upon uso0o and hiawhichicanmevéer heepresemat putin hat fr
a moderate fortuneo (226). So too does he fi
predatory Acontractors, directors, and wupsta
theirfellowc i ti zenso (226) .

Thevgour of Fl eetwoodds condemnation of th
written many years after he had become a senator. His initial outlook was hopeful, and,
he writes, his entry into political life characterized by an affirmative belief in the power
of the rational individual to shape the world around him, but his actual experience

demonstrates the limits of reason in combating the widespread corruption he finds. His

desire to take an fAactive parto i iplessoef or mi ng
|l egislation, 06 Adetect|[ing] bad | aws, and pro
in the power of the individual to effect Ath

my ¢ o u n t7). And ye( his Bréatest laid plans unfold seothan he expected, as

he writes that he couldndét tell Awhet her it

di sposition, 0 or some other unforeseen cause

resolutions, 0 as he encowunhdceulddale imagineel and gr e

(227) . Di sabused of his nostalgic i mage of E

hi story, 6 and AEngland as she now was, and h

hundred years, 0 he qui c knakeatifererees(228d)ny f ai t h i
His initial optimism and subsequent lapse into a kind of hopeless depression

cannot but raise the question of how any one person can be effective in combating

broader structural forces t hadmeleratioreed t he i n

Fleetwood, a quintessentially intelligent, rational man, cannot figure out why it is that he

fails so spectacul arl vy, but it seems to fall

something more difficult to identify: the confluence of facet hat have Ai nsensi

directed the evolution of England, over the previous century, into this weakened version

of itself (227). These are the same forces that Tobias Smollett identifiesriphry

Clinkeri the cumulative effect of the ambitions of ctdess men directed towards no
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one particular aim but their own personal enrichment. The gothicism of Bath evokes both
horror and nostalgia in the elder Matthew Bramble, but his feelings are underwritten by
the sound observationmphateméentyocwastchart aomn
jumbl e of competing interests. While Smoll et
argument, with Bramble identifying in his fellow, modern man an irredeemable
corruption that necessitates his own retreat in thimiryside, for Godwin the answer is
more complicated, even if he arrives at similar conclusions and is afflicted by a similar
sense of despair.

We have to turn to the novel és first wvol
story of Ruf fpartgulaybtise earlyyiedrsdnwbichde is left to the care of
a French mill owner, to more fully account for how Godwin understands the situation of
the poor, and therefore the relationship between the destructive ambitions of the middling
sort and theoor via the kinds of accidents they create. These disparate parts of
Fleetwood s n airtmealisililustoement of a senator, on the one hand, and a relatively
privileged childbés temporary detour into the
the dheri are not as far apart as one might think. Both offer variations on the same
perspective: that the satiterest and ambition of the middling and lower orders are
responsible for creating a perverse state of affairs that simultaneously corruptalpoliti
leaders and consigns the poor to a life of misery.

The young Ruffigny a very thinly disguised Jealacques Rousseaus taken
by his uncle to Lyons, where he is eventually left to live with the silk mill owner M.
Vaublanc. As Ruffigny recalls, hiswale showed him around the best parts of the city, so
that to the youngeightearol d boy it appeared the most agr
shown me the best buildings, and the handsomest of the suburbs, conducted me to the
publ i c gar de n shoaaading thehbest thahlyomd hadetsoffed (137). The
splendor of Lyons, he writes, served as fia p
exhibited by the caandntbtisUiappear 8ditezkel &
Afoolish moddi heapeoi €138). And yet there is
Godwin foreshadows, where the appearance of fairness conceals some hideous truth

which is soon revealed.
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Ruffigny soon discovers that the man his uncle hands him off to, M. Vaublanc,
livesi n At he meanest part of the city, o0 down fa
finds the mandés family to be alternately pl a

rudeness of their countenances, and ungainliness of their carriage, well corrdgponde

their dresso (141). Ruffignydés disgust at hi
makes him | ong for Athe mountains, and casca
and | ament how his Ayouthful send[thag had been
artificial |l ifeo of the city (141). Al though
situation, attending school at fAone of the n

city of Lyons, 0 he is neverbdophémesserabhaespbl e
the end of every day (142). Ruffigny cannot
[ Vaubl ancés] manners and those of my instruc
finds M. Vaubl ancbés chil dr en otddanbe i mpoveri s
groveling in their habits, compared with the generous minds and spirited tempers of my
schoolf el | owso (142). D e stp-dotthe Vauldanochildrénisuffecrn c i al | y
on account of their fatheros | ack of interes
His ability to look down upon the Vaublanc children, however, does not last long;
after three months, a l|letter arrives from hi
mi sfortunes in the world, o and canleno | onger
supporting his own children. Though his uncle offers a small amount to keep Ruffigny
from starving, the young boy is quickly apprised of his new circumstances: that he must
work, because fipeople who have nobody el se t
(144). Of course, in one important sense, this is a lie. Ruffigny asks M. Vaublanc whether
the money he earns from the mill wild/l Abe en
paying any thing for my food, aind my |1l oditng
on account of his |l ack of strength. After al
he can, 0 which is not evenb5).avhatismdstgallmg mai nt ai
about this lie is not just how plainly false it is, but ratthee complete disavowal of moral
responsibility towards the devel opment of th

I n this episode, which recounts young Ruf
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labouring class, Godwin dismantles the notion that chiltigve a reasonable obligation
to provide for their own maintenance, showcasing the abuse of mind and body that the
silk mill enables through his description of its operations and the toll it has taken on its
workers. His rigorous account of the human saksat follow from the misguided
imperative of seHmaintenancé which swallows up the promising young Ruffigny,
however brieflyi serves as an indictment of the kinds of environments that treat people
as if they were machines. That is, the danger repredgdy the silk mill is not only that
people become ignorant through a lack of attention to their mind and body, but that this
kind of industrial practice, rooted in profound indifference towards human dignity,
represents a grotesque assault on humamipaiteand sacrifices a more educated, happy,
and prosperous society for the sake of enriching a small group of industrialists and
profiteers.
This state of affairs is tragic, and the solution that Godwin presents is education.
Ruffigny has to work, but déast at the beginning of his stay with the Vaublancs he still
enjoys his unclebs support, allowing himto
occurs when his uncle, through some fAacci den
supportinghisep hew. Whi | e Go d winaondbsg, bodyoreekingon t he mi 1
labour of the factory suggests that he recognizes the inherent moral perversity of
industrial capitalism, the conclusion that he arrives at laments not that this brutal work
must be done, noactly, but that its labourers do not receive the kind of education that
would inure them to the hard realities of their occupation. Ruffigny is insulated, for the
most part, and is able to resist the mmanbing effects of industrial labour in large part
because of his ability to recall his experiences in nature; his education provides him with
an imaginary refuge from the dull work of counting threads.
The description of Vaublancés sil k mil!/ a
the rural pleasuegeand instruction by nature detailed earlier in the novel, and the
artificiality of the factory, which makes machines of men, and consequently deprives
them of their humanity, their vitality, and ultimately their souls. By subordinating the
human btordl Judcson to that of a machine, to which the human must be made

responsive and responsible, the human body becomes mechanized, dulled, devalued. The
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silk mill, as Ruffigny describes it, is a walrganized, purposeful machine, consisting of
fourrooms f |l oor above floor, with several thous:
these, by means of wheels and other contrivances in the machine, [which] were kept in
perpetual motiono (147). There i s-cald]t hi ng Av
paradise we had entered, o with its walls bar
dul I, flagging sound [which] pervaded the wh
labouring body forward (148). It is a wicked contrivance, against natumet, one that
M. Vaublanc vigorously defends through decidedly fosleured glasses, as he sees it as
the best of many bad options in a manner that echoes the defenses of the Magdalen House
which | discussed in chapter three.
Vaubl anc 6s dkerilleallssupon thd sarheHogic undeitpinning the
arguments of the Magdalen supporters. His argument that industrial labour offers the best
possible solution for poverty and its attendant social ills strikes Ruffigny as absurd, and is
worth quoting at lentdy.
You cannot think what an advantage these mills are to the city of Lyons. In other
places, children are a burthen to their poor parent; they have to support them, till
they are twelve or fourteen years of age, before they can do the least thing for
thar own maintenance: here the case is entirely otherwise. In other places, they
run ragged and wild about the streets: no such thing is to be seen at Lyons. In
short, our town is a perfect paradise. (146)
A world in which child labourisusedtosolvefhe o bl em of a citybés orpht
of course, not one that most people would call a perfect paradise, but this kind of tradeoff
T where the temporary amelioration of social problems is had at the expense of the
childhood and future lives of countlessgplei is certainly a paradise for men like
Vaublanc, whose concern for society only extends as far as his concern for his own
comfort and wellbeing. His lack of benevolence, in contrast to Falkland, for example, is
chilling.
To read Va u bidndonahild saboyr is $otreiad aikiodeof perversion of
the program of educat iQBducatopwhichremphakizesy John L

meticulous attention to the mind as well as the body in order to instill obedience and
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virtuous behavior in childres Vaubl anc explains, fAWe are ab

years of age, and in some cases sooner, o0 at
empl oyed for the relief of their parents, o0 W
much | i ke Ruwhdabapdoysdis charge ¢colVaublanc when he falls into

financi al di stress (146) . I n the silk mill,
habits; but are quiet, and orderly, and atte
connects the disciplineofhe si |l k mil |l to the fAprospect fo
positive soci al uplift whereby poverty is el
idl eness, | ewdness, or riot, or7.drunkenness,

But if there are any pds/e moral and social outcomes to be gained from the use
of child | abour, they come at the cost of th
nothing of the detriment to their future lives, as Ruffigny reflects at length in the
following pages. Thmeans of producing this state are v
responsibilities include fixing broken threads, a task which requires much concentration,

continuously monitorisgxitihe epdesgoesfheotthi he

mo v i ngk viidbrad and forward in his |ittle tether
records the Astupid and hopeless vacancy in
monotonouso | abour, and the | ack of #Aany sig
workers there in the mill: their bodies dal/l
emaciatedo (148). This fAperfect paradiseo of
bl ows, since fAithe mind of a child i s essenti
hi mself the [necessary] ideas of authority a

requires (149).

Although Ruffigny is cleaeyed in his condemnation of the factory, his entire
argument turns on his objection to child labour, rather than orrtidgely of factory
work more generally. It is children who deserve to be and should be saved, because there

still inheres in them the light of possibility. It is children for whom Ruffigny, and

Godwin, reserve their sympathy, and on whom they stake theirir ¢ a | politics. i
child, from the moment of his birth, i's an e
who requires the fAperpetual employmento of 0
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improve his understanding, but whose improvementrequiressh | i ber ty: fput hi
mill, and his understanding will i mprove no
(150) . I n this section, Godwin adopts the rh
the education of women:

| know that it is said thahe lower orders of the people have nothing to do with

the cultivation of the understanding; though for my part | cannot see how they

would be the worse for that growth of practical intellect, which should enable

them to plan and provide, each one for $@ffy the increase of his conveniences

and competence. (150)
And yet, in the same breath, he abandons this note of hopefulness for one of resignation,
acknowledging that #Athe earth is the great E
descended fromheavanr e commi tted to drudgery and hard
hope for a world without hard labour, since our world is a fallen one (150).

Ruffignyés reaction to being condemned to
striking for his sheer disgusind the classist impulse that underpins it. The inevitability
of hard labour, and of the existence of a permanent labouring class, sits uncomfortably
alongside Godwinés argument for the elevatio

children left to the mit are betrayed by their parents, and rendered passive victims of

circumstance, fAmade sacrifices, while yet te
What state of society is this, Godwin asks?
manufacturingtonm 6 wher e chil dren are not quite chil
gi psies and savageso are |ittle beastly thin
the squirrelso (151). Sl i ghtchilgrenjaraatoncenag i s t h

part of nature and yet also caught up within

exi sting below Athe | evel pl ain of human soc
The overarching narrative that sees Ruffigny through these tortured months in the

factory is his belief in theqwer of education to preserve the precious core of being

against the senseless world of the factoayplace that deprives human sense of its

proper, necessary stimulation, both in kind and amount. Here, Ruffigny imagines himself

al ongsi de ©dftCince that wewdaa of in Hoser, who, though they had lost the
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external symbols of a superior nature, retained the recollection of what they had been,
and disgust at what they wereo (151). Hi s ed
formthebuwar k t hat preserves him through this tr
[these memories] only, that | felt the difference between myself and the squalid beings
around meo (152). These memories provide hin
seemsé¢é have such control over the others, as h
we read of in books of supernatural adventures, who are placed in the hands of some
power f ul geni us i nv-#¥)sThdGowmicismof thispassagelis si ght o (
obvious, and furthers the argument about the lower class: that they are perpetually at the
mercy of invisible forces beyond their control, completely lacking the means to extricate
themselves from their situation, or indeed to imagine for themselves a batttenfst
affairs.

The senselessness of the silk mill has an immediate and profound effect on
Ruffignyés young mind, bringing it near to t
which keeps him tethered, if only barely, to his humanity. Ruffigny desdhledeeling

by comparing the mind to the mill, a machine not unlike the mind, but much clunkier in

its operation. AThe sensorium of man, 0 he wr
mill, o he concedes, fAbut i tosdofamileonteved by very
for the manufacture of silk threads. o0 He cha

machine, much quicker than the machinery of the mill. The torpor of the silk mill is a

violent constraint whiack I|[[iamidfsitlkecfiscamed

Aproduc[ing] by degrees weariness, ennui, in
writes, is Aimpossible to describe, 0 no doub
facility for language, much lesstheneedrf it , fAwhose incessant off
the evolution of fiftys i x t hreadso (156). The | abour requ
mi nd: It fishuts out, and embroils, and snaps

depriving the mind of the capacity fational thought (161).
The factory also refashions the body of t
machine, 0 and whose Adlimbs and articulati ons

wireso (161). In other wor abasurerintoaeefacmer at i on
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automaton. At this point, we see a shift in tone from disgust to benevolence, pausing
momentarily to note his relief at escaping h
silk mills of Lyons, | should have become suchabeiggsme | f , 6 one of many a
class of animated machineso (161). Ruffignyod
period among the savage machines, as well as a teamiayg from and identification
against the labourer, but the moral dilemma preskhy the factory how does Godwin
square his optimism about the perfectability of human nature, and the necessity of
education to individual happiness and collective wellbeing, with the space of the factory,
which can only really disrupt these eridis explained away in fatalistic terms. That is, it
simply Aseems necessary that there should be
worldo (161). The necessity of |l abour in a f
seems to be difficult for Ruffiny to account for, turning, as he does, to the conditional in
his description of these faceless men. fiTame
| abourer] may be s aiithkspegker sebnang ® distanae hilmself c ont e n
from his own vords as soon as they appear on the page (161).

I f there is any doubt about the author oés
this hypothetical, it is put to rest later on when Ruffigny, who has engineered his escape
from Lyons, finds himself brieflymprisoned as an itinerant child. There, in the prison, he
has a flash of recognition:

It struck me, that the scene was not new to me, but that it was very likenailkilk

the same meanness in the building, the ssgoalidness in the inhabitants, the

same dejection in every countenance. Presently, however, | perceive a difference;

the people there [in the mills] were employed, and here were idle; there were

vacant and incurious, and here eagerly crowded about a new tenant of their

wretched mansion. (166
The difference that Ruffigny observes here i
folks display a much greater degree of humanity, with an eager curiosity that is
completely foreign to the millvorker. Though contained by the prison walls, these
criminals encapsulate the threat of the lower orders. Lacking education, and lacking a

task to direct their bodies, they are an eager, disruptive force that moves to collectively
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examine the newly imprisoned child. Placed in the factory, these same poadyeztiu
people would be much more effectively siloed, their energies and curiosity contained and
redirected towards more productive ends. WRlketwoodaments the inhumanity of the
mill, he argues that the brutality of factory work can be amelioratedigaéion, and its
workers made happier.

In these two sections of the novel, Godwin forwards an etiology of a social
cancer, whereby the corruption of the body politic emanates from the middle out,
exploiting the labouring class and corrupting their pmditrulers. The social cost of this
state of affairs, Godwin suggests, is incalculable, and constitutes a tragedy on a scale far
greater than whatever social disorder industrialists like Vaublanc purport to contain, since
their solution, such as it is, d@ges the body politic of the vitality of an entire class of
people, and all the labour and capital potential that that represents. And yet, for Godwin,
the poor are ultimately expendable, and their labour necessary; it is only the children who
can and musbe saved: this is the precondition that makes industrial labour palatable, if
not to the poor themselves then to those who talk about them. That is, if the children of
the poor can be brought up well, educated and given the freedom to refine theiirsenses
nature, then it is morally justifiable to condemn them to industrial labour. Given the
education to recognize the necessity of their labours, and to help them withstand-the soul
crushing boredom, the poor children who will inevitably fill the rankheflabouring
class will be able to retreat, in their minds, to a happy place that can counteract the real
mi sery in which they find themsel ves. Ul ti ma
inevitability and necessity o#tsafipabiliyitass of a
recognize the moral perversity of industrial capitalism, and the limits of his political

philosophy as it relates to the poor.
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Conclusion

If the eighteenth centurig popularly imagined as the rise of the autonomous individual,
the poa in this period represent a powerful counterpoint to this argument. The poor,
whose exposure to the material dangers and deprivations of eighteaithy living
made them more susceptible than most to injury, disease, and disability, serve as living,
breathing rejoinders to optimistic accounts of eighteeetftury progress and
achievement, and illuminate truths about the vulnerabilities of eighteenthry living
that contemporary writers anxiously wished to explain away. Their place within
eighteentkcentury ideas about the body politic, about the proper organization of society
in politics, economics, and domestic |ife, t
aspirations and fears: a great deal more than it does about the poor themselves.
Demonized ér their indolence, on the one hand, and praised as a model of health and
wel l being for their simple way of |living, on
well as an ideal. As limit, the indolent, wretched poor, existing in the present in London
and other urban centers, served as a kind of call to action: a living moral fable that
reinforced the importance of virtuous, plain living, and hard work. As ideal, the poor
operated almost outside of time: a fantasy of agrarian living, of a simpler, saregble
time in English history before the corruptions and decadence of modernity spoiled an
entire culture. Representations of the poor communicated cultural anxieties about the
transformation of society across culture, politics, and economics, chahgsplayed
out in and on the bodies of those most exposed to injury, and ill equipped to deal with the
pace of change.
In exploring the shift in attitudes towards the poor over the course of the
eighteenth century, and the intimate relationship of th&#gades with gradually
changing ideas about the body and disease, this dissertation has shed new light on the
Ai nvoluntary subjecto of the eighteenth cent
has call ed At bxeernalismp the liteatuireaad pbilbséphy of the
periodo (6), through my r eaddipartigdartioef medi ci ne

bodies of the poor, and the spaces they inhialitave sought to demonstrate the
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significance not just of contemporary understandings ofWwewnhabit the world, but
also how the world inhabits us. In the eighteenth century, there was a growing recognition
that the outside world contained innumerable dangers that, given the correct degree of
management, might be disarmed, and the individwesgrwved from their worst effects. In
a time when the attainment of good health was understood to require the proper balance
of humours, the i mport-aater af soegas atnadgr $ he
as important, if not more so. These sr@urals, derived from Galenic physiology,
included such things as air, motion and rest, sleeping and waking, food and drink, and the
passions: everything outside of the individual, whether they be objects or forces, that
acted in some way upon the body amicid. As John Locke wrote, there is nothing more
i mportant to proper human devel opment than 0
perhaps, nothing more elusive to achieve, given the manifold dangers of eighteenth
century life, particularly for the podWhile the poor were not uniquely unable to guard
against threats to their body, they were certainly more susceptible than most, and their
failure or success in this regard was often held up as confirmation of their inherent
backwardness or virtue. The ppm the eighteenth century, serve as a reminder of our
inherent vulnerability; of the porousness of the body; and of our limited ability to inhabit
the world completely willfully, or voluntarily. Whether marked by fierce anxiety,
condescension, or a stige kind of hope, the narratives examined in my dissertation
share a conflicted opinion about the poor: that they are redeemable souls in need of
savingi some of them, at leabtbut at the same time are also desperately in need of
containment. Despite ¢hdifference in moral posturing that these narratives adopt, what
unites them is the sense in which to save is also to contain: strategies of benevolence
mobilized for/against the poor are always already strategies of containment, of
disciplining and managg unruly bodies in the service of the civic harmony and
prosperity.
These narratives share a common fascinat.i
suffering and diseageone that is most certainly accidental rather than essential, a
product of the unmanageéty of the space and circumstances they found themselves in

T and illustrate the movement away from regarding them as a gangrenous burden on the
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state, in the early part of the century, to a more benevolent attitude reflecting

Enlightenment optimism in ghrehabilitative value of education: away from the notion

that the poor are irredeemable bdaés things to embracing the idea that they simply

have not been given the tools to reach their potential. In the ps&tddcal fiction of

Dani el ADoarhabofthesPlague Yeathe work that forms the basis for my first

chapter, and a counterpoint against which | measure the narratives that follow, we see

how the poor are accidentally associated with plague by virtue of their proximity to

unclean space$ut are, in the Defoean imagination, principally responsible for the

pl aguebs spread because of their filthiness
contained within the anonymously penrididtory of Some of the Penitents in the

MagdalenHouse written a few decades laterront i nue t hi s fascinati on
proximity to disease, but represent their <ch
sympathetically as a natural outcome given their utter lack of options and resources,

rather than ashe result of some inherent defect in their character. What makes these
womenods stories especially remarkabl e is the
underpinning popular medical accounts of the origin of venereal disease, where it was

understood to bthe material consequence of illegitimate sexual activity, and its

preventativecure located in the virtuous pursuit of monogamy and a simpler, less

decadent | ifestyle. These womends | ives were
gave themselves oveary the Magdalen House, whose disciplinary regime was founded on
contemporary ideas concerning regulating and cleansing the urban environments of
dangers to bodily well bei ng ThenEdpeditionmimer ce. To
Humphry Clinketties a critque of modern, disordered urban spaces to the hypochondriac
patriarch Matthew Bramblebs anxieties about
vulnerability to the outside world. Much like we see in kegdalerHousetext,

Brambl eds ¢ onc edwhenhefinally ratreats,\at the ersl of the reovel, to

the idyllic walled gardens of his country estate and adopts a simple, rugged lifestyle not

unlike that of the virtuous poor. Finally, in the nov€lsleb WilliamsandFleetwood we

find William Godwinos sy mpat hetic, but fl awed portrait

labouring poor. Working from the premise, explored in his philosophical writings, that all
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the poor require is a good education to inure them from the material struggles of their
lives, Godwinreinforces the notion that the poor cannot care for themselves, but that
given the right tools, and the careful hand of a benevolent protector, they can find
happiness and ease even in the dark, lifeless world of the factory.

This dissertation asks theaer to consider the significance of how and why the
poor came to be so closely identified with disorder in the built environment, and to
recognize how this connection became mobilized in contemporary discussions of the
body politic: why it is that writerg1 theeighteenth centurfound it increasingly
reasonable to individualize responsibility for mitigating and managing the impact of these
nortnaturals. As poverty increasingly came to be seen, over the course of the century, as
something improvable andiminable by the application of rational principles of

managing the body, the mind, and the built environment, a failure to adjust or to adapt

became | egible as a failure of character.

ani mat ed ma wdiue was si@asured by theair ability to adapt to their

circumstances and to perform their labo@sqwin161).
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